
 

1 

 

 

 
Discherodontus colemani (a fish, no common name) 
Ecological Risk Screening Summary 
 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, April 2015 
Revised, October 2017  

Web Version, 8/16/2018 
 

 

1  Native Range and Status in the United States 
 

Native Range 
From Vidthayanon (2012): 

 

“Described from Mae Poon River, Chiang Mai, Thailand, and is restricted to the upper Chao 

Phraya basin in northern Thailand.” 

 

Status in the United States 
No records of Discherodontus colemani in the wild or in trade in United States were found. 

 

Means of Introductions in the United States 
No records of Discherodontus colemani in the United States were found. 
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Remarks 
The recent change in accepted scientific name to Discherodontus colemani is not yet reflected in 

all databases used. Searches were performed using three synonyms: Discherodontus colemani 

(Fowler, 1937), Barbus colemani (Fowler, 1937), and Puntius colemani (Fowler, 1937). 

 

2  Biology and Ecology 
 

Taxonomic Hierarchy and Taxonomic Standing 
According to Eschmeyer et al. (2017), Discherodontus colemani (Fowler 1937) is the current 

valid name for this species. It was originally described as Barbus colemani and has also been 

previously known as Puntius colemani or as a synonym of Discherodontus halei. 

 

From ITIS (2015): 

 

“Kingdom Animalia 

    Subkingdom Bilateria 

       Infrakingdom Deuterostomia 

          Phylum Chordata 

  Subphylum Vertebrata 

     Infraphylum Gnathostomata 

        Superclass Osteichthyes 

           Class Actinopterygii 

   Subclass Neopterygii 

      Infraclass Teleostei 

         Superorder Ostariophysi 

            Order Cypriniformes 

    Superfamily Cyprinidae 

       Family Cyprinidae 

          Genus Barbodes 

             Species Barbodes colemani (Fowler, 1937)” 

 

Size, Weight, and Age Range 
Information on the size, weight, and age range of Discherodontus colemani was not found. 

 

Environment 
From Froese and Pauly (2014): 

 

“Freshwater; benthopelagic” 

 

Climate/Range 
From Froese and Pauly (2014): 

 

“Tropical” 
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From Vidthayanon (2012): 

 

“Its suitable habitats are in submontane and lowlands of northern Thailand.” 

 

Vidthayanon (2012) lists the lower elevation limit as 280m and the upper elevation limit as 

400m. 

 

Distribution Outside the United States 
Native  
From Vidthayanon (2012): 

 

“Described from Mae Poon River, Chiang Mai, Thailand, and is restricted to the upper Chao 

Phraya basin in northern Thailand.” 

 

Introduced 

No records of introductions of Discherodontus colemani were found. 

 

Means of Introduction Outside the United States 
No records of introductions of Discherodontus colemani were found. 

 

Short Description 
A physical description of Discherodontus colemani was not found. 

 

Biology 
From Vidthayanon (2012): 

 

“Inhabits streams and river tributaries, occasionally in mainstreams.” 

 

Human Uses 
From Vidthayanon (2012): 

 

“An uncommon fish, it is not targeted in fisheries, and rarely seen in the aquarium trade.” 

 

Diseases 
Information on pathogens and parasites of Discherodontus colemani was not found. 

 

Threat to Humans 
From Froese and Pauly (2014): 

 

“Harmless” 
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3  Impacts of Introductions 
 

No records of introductions of Discherodontus colemani were found, therefore there is no 

information on impacts of introductions. 

 

4  Global Distribution 

Figure 1. Upper Chao Phraya River Basin, map from Jamrussri and Toda (2017:Figure 1). 

 

A georeferenced distribution of Discherodontus colemani was not available. According to 

Vidthayanon (2012), this species is found only in the upper Chao Phraya River basin in 

Thailand. 

 

5  Distribution Within the United States 
 

No records of Discherodontus colemani in the United States were found. 
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6  Climate Matching 
Summary of Climate Matching Analysis 
The climate match for Discherodontus colemani was medium in most of Florida and Southern 

Texas. The climate match was low everywhere else. The Climate 6 score (Sanders et al. 2014; 16 

climate variables; Euclidean distance) for the contiguous United States was 0.001, low, and no 

states had an individually high climate match. 

 

Figure 2.  RAMP (Sanders et al. 2014) source map showing weather stations selected as source 

locations (red; Thailand) and non-source locations (gray) for Discherodontus colemani climate 

matching. Source locations from Vidthayanon (2012) and Jamrussri and Toda (2017). 
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Figure 3.  Map of RAMP (Sanders et al. 2014) climate matches for Discherodontus colemani in 

the contiguous United States based on source locations reported by Vidthayanon (2012) and 

Jamrussri and Toda (2017). 0 = Lowest match, 10 = Highest match. Counts of climate match s 

cores are tabulated on the left. 

 

The High, Medium, and Low Climate match Categories are based on the following table: 

 

Climate 6: Proportion of 

(Sum of Climate Scores 6-10) / (Sum of total Climate Scores) 

Climate Match 

Category 

0.000≤X≤0.005 Low 

0.005<X<0.103 Medium 

≥0.103 High 

 

7  Certainty of Assessment 
The certainty of this assessment is low. There was very little information available for 

Discherodontus colemani. There were no records of introductions found. 
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8  Risk Assessment 
Summary of Risk to the Contiguous United States 
Dicherodontus colemani is a species of cyprinid fish that is native to river drainages in Thailand. 

It is not used as a fishery and is only occasionally used in the aquarium industry. The history of 

invasiveness is uncertain. There were no records of introductions found. The climate match is 

low. The climate 6 score was 0.001, low. The certainty of assessment is low. There was very 

limited information of any type available for Discherodontus colemani. The overall risk category 

is uncertain.  

 

Assessment Elements 
 History of Invasiveness (Sec. 3): Uncertain 

 Climate Match (Sec. 6): Low 

 Certainty of Assessment (Sec. 7):  Low 

 Remarks/Important additional information No additional remarks. 

 Overall Risk Assessment Category:  Uncertain 
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