SAFETY ALERT

SNAG/GREEN TREE HAZARDS

Falling SNAGS and GREEN trees kill and injure more wildland firefighers each year.  The 1993 National Snag Hazard Report states “nineteen have been killed since 1959, fifteen of those since 1985”...  The seriousness of this situation cannot be over-emphasized.  

For your consideration, following is a snag/green tree hazard alert checklist.

· Snags/green trees are falling or have fallen in work area.

· Hazard tree indicators are present in work area.

· High risk tree species are present in work areas.

· Crews are working in a hazard tree area at night.

· Crews are working in a hazard tree area and the wind is blowing.

· Crews are working in an area where trees have been burning for some time.

· The operational period for functional briefing did not include a discussion of hazards.

· Crewmembers are taking a break in a hazard tree area (staging area, drop points, camps, etc.).

· Lookouts have not been posted in a hazard tree area.

· Lookouts are not advising the crew of the presence of hazard trees.

· Winds are increasing or are predicted to increase.

· Tree height within fire perimeter equals or exceeds distance to control line.

· Escape routes pass through hazard tree area.

Please add to these as you see fit.

Following are some rules to remember:

· Help maintain hazard tree awareness at all times for all firefighters.

· Emphasize standard firefighting orders, and Situations that Shout “Watch Out”.

· Include “SNAG INTELLIGENCE” in all fire suppression discussions and briefings; i.e., expected burn through time, location and marking, areas of snags, additional hazards due to slope, etc.

· Strengthen leadership communications skills for dealing with diverse organizations and crews.

· Be aware of complacency on fires of all sizes during all phases; particularly during non-threatening and uneventful periods.

· Direct and train all firefighters to do their own safety assessments, and encourage all to interact with their supervisors to ensure better safety.

Can you think of a slogan that will help prevent hazard tree accidents?


SNAGS  --  STOP, NOTICE, AND GO SAFELY

         SNAG SMART – GET SOME

         LOOK UP AND LIVE

Many of you have had personal experiences with hazard trees.  Share those experiences with others.  It may save a life.

