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           4:00 PM MAY 9, 2007

	FIRE
	COUNTY
	PERS.
	ACRES
	% CONT.
	COST

	Sweat Farm/Big Turnaround
	Ware/Charlton
	921
	107,365
	n/a
	13,924,232

	     Big Turnaround
	Ware/Charlton 
	406
	53,466
	45
	5,171,430

	     Sweat Farm Road
	Ware 
	515
	53,899
	80
	9,654,931

	Bugaboo Scrub Fire
	Ware
	0
	40,139
	0
	0

	Floyds Island Prairie
	Charlton
	0
	547
	N/A
	N/A

	Roundabout Swamp
	Atkinson
	226
	5,857
	70
	395,000

	Kneeknocker Swamp
	Brantley
	37
	3,233
	95
	500,000


State Park Closure

Due to the wildfires, and the need to put structural protection teams in place, Stephen Foster State Park in Georgia is closing at this time.  The winds are expected to shift on Friday and Saturday and push the fire in the direction of the park.  The City of Fargo and Hwy 177 including the park, could be in the path of the fire. A large number of fire fighting resources are being called into the area.

Public Meeting

There is a public meeting on the Georgia fires in Folkston tonight.  The meeting will be at 7 pm at the Okefenokee Education and Research Center located on Hwy 40 in Folkston.
Schools Close in Charlton County

Schools were closed in Charlton County today.  The decision about school on Thursday will be made this evening after 7:00 pm.

Mandatory Evacuation - Moniac

A mandatory evacuation, affecting 1000 people and 300 homes, remains in place and residents are urged to leave. The area is in southern Charlton County, and includes Ga. Hwy 185 from Ga. Hwy 94 to Mile marker 4, including N. J. Raulerson Road, Jack Chesser Road, Canaday Loop, Chism Trail Road, Dave Brown Road, Reynolds Bridge Road, Joaquin Road, Old Moniac Road to Fairy Road, Barber Branch Road, Farm Road, Pine Acres Road, and Ruby Burnsed Road.  Under a mandatory evacuation, residents homes may be in the line of the fire activity in as little as 12 hours.  Local law enforcement officials will be patrolling the area to ensure your residences are as secure as possible.  Residents can call the Charlton County Public Information line at 912-496-3687 with questions.

Mandatory Evacuation - Davis

A mandatory evacuation notice for the Davis Community remains in place this afternoon. This community, consisting of approximately 20 homes, is located 8 miles west of Folkston, Georgia. The area is outlined by the following roads: The swamp boundary on Duck Island Road east to Branch Head Road north to Scott Kendricks Road west to the swamp boundary.

Arson Investigation

Investigators are still looking for a black, extended cab, late 90’s Chevrolet pick-up truck driven by an arson witness.  The truck was last seen Sunday evening in the area of Slaughterville in Brantley County. Anyone who has seen this vehicle, please call the 24-hour hotline at 1-800-282-5804.  There is a $15,000 reward for any information leading to the arrest and conviction of person(s) responsible for arson

Bugaboo Scrub Fire

No update. 

Big Turnaround

The fire continues to move south along the swamp perimeter fire break.  The Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge, including the refuge headquarters, remains closed.
Sweat Farm Road

Firefighting efforts continue on the following fires: Roundabout Swamp Fire where 5,857 acres have burned. Firefighters continue to reinforce firelines and mop up hot spots within the perimeter of the fire.

Approximately 450 acres have burned Ten Mile Bay Fire.  Firefighters and air support continue to widen firebreaks and mop-up hot spots in the fire.

Kneeknocker Swamp Fire is still at 3,233 acres and crews continue with suppression efforts.

Road Information:

All road closures remain the same.
Information

On the web:


Georgia Emergency Mgmt. http://www.gema.state.ga.us/
Satilla Regional Medical Center http://www.satilla.org/
Georgia Road Information http://www.georgianavigator.com
Georgia Forestry Commission, www.gatrees.org
Incident Information System, www.inciweb.org
Fire Weather Watch, www.weather.gov
Ware County Schools, www.ware.k12.georgia.us
Firewise Communities, www.firewise.org
To donate firefighter supplies and for volunteer needs, contact:

www.brighterdaysministries.net, 912-286-5093 or 

912-286-2842

Fire Fighters Association, www.gsffa.org/contact
By phone:

Big Turnaround Information

912-496-3687

Charlton County Fire Hotline

912-496-3687

Sweat Farm Information

912-285-6017

