
From: Leingang, Colin G CIV USARMY USAG (US)
To: "Jessica Gonzales"
Subject: FW: Sage Grouse Decision
Date: Tuesday, September 22, 2015 9:43:05 AM
Attachments: Fwd Statement Sage Grouse Management Plans and Not Warranted Finding (34.0 KB).msg

Jessie,
Looks like Paul Steucke (JBLM Environmental Division Chief) has received
some information from Martha Jensen (USFWS) that he is passing along.  I'm
listening to the announcement right now.  Will call you sometime today for
WA DPS specifics.  Colin

Colin G. Leingang
Wildlife Program Manager
JBLM Yakima Training Center
970 Firing Center Road
Yakima, WA  98901
(509) 577-3860
colin.g.leingang.civ@mail.mil

-----Original Message-----
From: Steucke, Paul T Jr CIV USARMY IMCOM CENTRAL (US)
Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2015 9:11 AM
To: Knight, Thomas G Jr CIV USARMY IMCOM (US)
Cc: Perrenot, Steven T CIV USARMY IMCOM CENTRAL (US); Markham, Charles S CIV
USARMY IMCOM CENTRAL (US); Clouse, David C CIV USARMY IMCOM PACIFIC (US);
Taaffe, Margaret A CIV USARMY IMCOM CENTRAL (US); Kruger, Steven M CIV
USARMY IMCOM CENTRAL (US); Foster, Jeffrey R CIV USARMY USAG (US); Leingang,
Colin G CIV USARMY USAG (US)
Subject: RE: Sage Grouse Decision

Sir,

I called Martha Jensen at USFWS, and she confirmed that the USFWS has
determined to NOT list the Greater Sage Grouse at this time.  This decision
covers all of its range, to include those in Washington State and on YTC.

She forwarded me the same link, but off the official Dept of Interior Web
site
(www.doi.gov/video/greater-sage-grouse-does-not-require-endangered-species-a
ct-protection).  As well as a link to an article about the announcement (
www.abcbirds.org/article/statement-sage-grouse-management-plans-and-not-warr
anted-finding-for-esa-protection/  -  also in the attached email).

This is great news.  It is due, in part to the efforts of many agencies
(including our efforts) to help recover the species, so that the USFWs
believes, if these efforts continue, the GSG can be recovered without having
to list it.  They are monitoring its progress and have reserved the right to
list it still in the future, should these efforts end up not having the
desired recovery effect (so we still have a significant management burden).
BUT- it keeps the control of our lands in our hands... and this is very good
news...

V/R

mailto:colin.g.leingang.civ@mail.mil
mailto:jessica_gonzales@fws.gov
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More on the GSG finding


_________________________________


Martha Jensen


Branch Manager, Federal Activities


Division of Consultation and Conservation Planning


Washington Fish and Wildlife Office


510 Desmond Dr. SE


Lacey, Washington 98503


tel: (360) 753-9000  fax: (360) 753-9008


email: martha_l_jensen@fws.gov<mailto:martha_l_jensen@fws.gov>





---------- Forwarded message ----------


From: Steve Holmer <sholmer@abcbirds.org<mailto:sholmer@abcbirds.org>>


Date: Tue, Sep 22, 2015 at 6:46 AM


Subject: Statement: Sage Grouse Management Plans and ???Not Warranted???


Finding


To: "abcgov@npogroups.org<mailto:abcgov@npogroups.org>"


<abcgov@npogroups.org<mailto:abcgov@npogroups.org>>











        [cid:image001.jpg@01D0F51C.05FE84C0]





Statement: Sage Grouse Management Plans and ???Not Warranted??? Finding


for ESA


Protection<Caution-abcbirds.org/article/statement-sage-grouse-management-plans-and-not-warranted-finding-for-esa-protection/>





Contact: Steve Holmer, 202-888-7490,


sholmer@abcbirds.org<mailto:sholmer@abcbirds.org>





(Sept. 22, 2015) Federal management plans unveiled today are crucial for the


conservation of the Greater Sage-Grouse. They protect sagebrush habitat from


industrial development and wildfires, and adopt new management standards that


advance conservation and habitat restoration across over 50 million acres of


the species??? range on public lands.





These Bureau of Land Management and USDA Forest Service conservation plans


represent a huge collaborative effort involving multiple stakeholders. These


complex plans need to be given a chance to work. Based on this, we believe


that additional legislation and regulation concerning the grouse is not needed


at this time and support the Department of Interior???s


decision<Caution-www.doi.gov/video/greater-sage-grouse-does-not-require-endangered-species-act-protection>


that Endangered Species Act (ESA) protection is currently ???not warranted.???





However, it will take time to tell if these plans foster enough habitat


protection and effective controls on future developments to justify a final


conclusion that the species will never warrant ESA protection.





???We are concerned about continued habitat loss from oil and gas drilling and


new power line construction,??? said Steve Holmer, Senior Policy Advisor for


American Bird Conservancy. ???We want to see regular reviews of the species???


population trend to learn if the current long-term decline is reversed. The


plans must be shown to be working, and the extraordinary conservation efforts


on private lands continued. If not, the listing issue may have to be revisited


in the future.???





We applaud the major conservation effort initiated by a range of stakeholders


to support grouse recovery. These efforts, under the Natural Resources


Conservation Service???s Sage Grouse Initiative, have made significant


progress to improve grouse habitat on private working lands, which are


critical to the conservation of this and many other at-risk species.








# # #











American Bird Conservancy<Caution-www.abcbirds.org/> is the Western


Hemisphere's bird conservation specialist ??? the only organization with a


single and steadfast commitment to achieving conservation results for native


birds and their habitats throughout the Americas. With a focus on efficiency


and working in partnership, we take on the toughest problems facing birds


today, innovating and building on sound science to halt extinctions, protect


habitats, eliminate threats, and build capacity for bird conservation.











To be removed from the list, send any message to:


     abcgov-unsubscribe@npogroups.org<mailto:abcgov-unsubscribe@npogroups.org>











____________________________________________________________


You received this message as a subscriber on the list:


abcgov@npogroups.org<mailto:abcgov@npogroups.org>


To be removed from the list, send any message to:


abcgov-unsubscribe@npogroups.org<mailto:abcgov-unsubscribe@npogroups.org>





For all list information and functions, see:


Caution-npogroups.org/lists/info/abcgov
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Paul

-----Original Message-----
From: Steucke, Paul T Jr CIV USARMY IMCOM CENTRAL (US)
Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2015 8:44 AM
To: Knight, Thomas G Jr CIV USARMY IMCOM (US)
Subject: RE: Sage Grouse Decision

Checking....

-----Original Message-----
From: Knight, Thomas G Jr CIV USARMY IMCOM (US)
Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2015 7:15 AM
To: Steucke, Paul T Jr CIV USARMY IMCOM CENTRAL (US)
Subject: Sage Grouse Decision
Importance: High

Paul--I haven't sourced it yet, but heard the Fed'l government is not
listing the Sage Grouse.  True?  Found this on YouTube:

http://youtu.be/OHUsVfmyXhg

Thanks,

Tom

Tom Knight
Chief of Staff, Joint Base
Joint Base Lewis-McChord
Office: [DSN: 357] (253) 477-1005/(253) 477-1005
Cell: (253) 226-9556
FAX: (253) 477-1024
Mail: Joint Base HQs, Box 339500, Mail Stop 1AA, Joint Base Lewis-McChord WA
98433-9500

To submit comments please go to:
http://ice.disa.mil/index.cfm?fa=card&site_id=957&service_provider_id=12142

http://youtu.be/OHUsVfmyXhg
http://ice.disa.mil/index.cfm?fa=card&site_id=957&service_provider_id=12142

