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World Wildlife Fund, known worldwide by its panda logo,

leads intemational efforts to protect endangered species
and their habitats and to conserve the diversity of life on
Earth. Now in its fourth decade, WWF works in more
than 100 countries around the globe. Visit WWF's Web
site at www.worldwildlife.org, or call 800-CALL-WWF
(800-225-5993) to leam how you can help.
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Ancient Tradi’gions...
New Alternatives
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Traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) has been prac-
ticed for more than 3,000 years, with generations
of families relying on it to maintain their health and
cure illness. The popularity of some TCM cures has
helped drive certain animal species close to extinction,
including tigers and rhinos. Both are protected by US.
laws and international agreements.

The majority of TCM practitioners in the United States
report that the use of tiger and rhino parts today is
rare. Nevertheless, to ensure that tigers and rhinos
remain in the world for our grandchildren to enjoy, all
use of them in TCM must stop.

Tigers

The tiger is an ancient
symbol of strength and
power, and its bones
have been used to treat
arthritis and muscular
atrophy for centuries.
Because of their use

in medicines, along
with other factors like
habitat loss, tigers in the
wild have almost dis-
appeared. There are probably fewer than 5,000 tigers
left in the wild. Sadly, the powerful and majestic wild
tiger may not be around for future generations to enjoy.
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Rhinos

Rhino homn has been used in Chinese medicines for
centuries to treat fevers, convulsions, and delirium.
High demand for rhino homs has resulted in a dramat-
ic dedline of wild rhino populations. An estimated
3,100 black rhinos survive in Africa. In Asia, the situa-
tion is even more dire, with only about 2,800 left of all
three Asian species combined.
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It is important that practitioners know what is in the medi-
cines they give patients and that patients know what they
are taking. Many patented medicines daim to contain
tiger and rhino parts, but are counterfeit..

mote the continued use of real tiger and

selling these counterfeit products is also: [Iegal
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Avoid any medicine that lists tiger or rhino as an ingredi-
ent. Let practitioners and retailers know you do not want
products made from endangered species.

Alternatives

There are altemnatives to both tiger and rhino products.
Alternatives to tiger bone have been developed in tradi-
tional Chinese medicine and many practitioners now pre-
scribe them. However, the tiger's situation is so critical, we
must stop using tiger products aftogether. Experts in
China and South Korea have determined that there are
effective anti-inflammatory treatments made from non-
tiger sources. Similarly, a number of herbs and other alter-
; natlves to rhino horn are beheved to be effective for treat-
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