
Decision Tree:    
Is the person or organization a “prohibited source”? 

 
Use  this decision tree to determine if additional ethics approval is required for service with a prohibited source as required in  

212 FW 4, Participating in Non-Federal Organizations in a Personal or Official Capacity and 212 FW 5, Approval of Outside Employment with a Prohibited Source. 
 

 Is the person or organization seeking official action from the Service? 
(i.e. a grant, permit, contract, agreement, proposed regulation, requesting a meeting with the Service, making a donation to the Service, or involved in a lawsuit with the Service) 

Is the organization a majority of whose members who are seeking 
official action, doing business with or seeking to do business with 

or conducting activities that are regulated by the Service?   

Does the person or organization conduct activities that are regulated by the Service? 
 (i.e. receive a migratory bird or ESA permit from the Service, have land that may be subject to regulations such as 

the Endangered Species Act,  subject to law enforcement review/action, international affairs, etc.) 
 

Is the person or organization doing business or seeking to do business with the Service? 
(i.e. contract, agreement, sale of property or easement to Service, partnership, Friends group activity, etc.) 

Does the person or organization have any interests that may be substantially 
affected by the performance or nonperformance of the employee’s official duties? 

 

Not a prohibited source 

Prohibited 
source 

Prohibited 
source 

Prohibited 
source 

Prohibited 
source 

Prohibited 
source 

If a person or 
organization is a 

prohibited source, or 
you have questions 

contact your Servicing 
Ethics Counselor. 

A “person or organization” includes the following:  private company, State agency, Indian Tribe, environmental group, Friends group, partner, etc. 

A “prohibited source” is defined in 5 CFR 2635.203(d).  

 

YES NO 

YES NO 

YES NO 

YES NO 

YES NO 

https://www.fws.gov/policy/212fw4.html
https://www.fws.gov/policy/212fw5.html
https://www.fws.gov/ethics/contacts.html
https://www.fws.gov/ethics/contacts.html
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=efee1a06e802fa043adf22314f057f78&mc=true&node=sp5.3.2635.b&rgn=div6#se5.3.2635_1203

