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Service  Reclassifies  Chimpanzees  as Endangered 
Wild popu la t i ons of the c h i m p a n z e e 

{Pan troglodytes), as wel l as wi ld and 
capt ive populat ions of the pygmy chim-
panzee (Pan paniscus), were reclassified 
recently by the Fish and Wildlife Service 
from Threatened to the more critical cate-
gory of Endangered (F.R. 3/12/90). 

Pan troglodytes historically occurred in 
25 countr ies of equator ia l Afr ica, f rom 
Senegal in the west to Tanzan ia in the 
east . The much rarer Pan paniscus is 
found only in part of southern Zaire. In 
1976, both spec ies were l is ted by the 
Service as Threatened. Since that time, 
however , their status has cont inued to 
decl ine due to massive habitat destruc-
tion, commercial exploitation, and exces-
sive hunting for food. The reclassification 
is intended to more accurately reflect the 
current biological status of both species 
and to re in force the p ro tec t ion they 
receive under the Endangered Species 
Act. 

Under the new rule, all populations of 
P. paniscus are now l is ted as Endan-
gered. In the case of P. troglodytes, 
however, captive populat ions will remain 
classified as Threatened, and individuals 
of that species held legally in the United 
States will cont inue to be covered by a 
special regulation that allows their use for 

Except for captive specimens of Pan 
troglodytes,  all chimpanzees are now classi-
fied as Endangered. 

cer ta in ac t iv i t ies (such as med ica l 
research) that are otherwise prohibited. 
For details on the reclassification and the 
spec ia l rule, see the March 12, 1990, 
Federal Register. 

Few chimpanzees have been imported 
legally into the United States for more 
than a decade, in accordance with the 
Endangered Species Act and the Conven-
tion on International Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). 
Both species are on Appendix I of CITES, 
which means essential ly that import and 
export are prohibited by member nations 

unless such act iv i ty is found "no t detr i-
mental" to the species. Unfortunately, the 
CITES regulations and laws enacted by 
various nations to protect chimpanzees 
(and other rare wildl i fe) are somet imes 
bypassed or weakly enforced. 

Because there is still a substantial com-
mercial demand for chimpanzees interna-
t ional ly, poach ing is a ser ious problem. 
Entire family groups may be killed to cap-
ture one infant, and it has been estimated 
that 5 to 10 ch impanzees die for every 
young an imal de l ivered to an overseas 
buyer. 

Federal  and State Endangered  Species 
Expenditures  in  Fiscal  Year 1989 

For the first t ime, the Fish and Wildlife 
Service has publ ished a report for Con-
gress summar iz ing spec ies-by-spec ies 
expenditures by Federal agencies and by 
States receiving Federal funds under Sec-
t ion 6 of the Endangered Species Act. 
The report, required by the 1988 amend-
ments to the Act, gives the first general 
indication of where a significant portion of 
Endange red spec ies fund ing was 
e x p e n d e d dur ing the year . Cong ress 
reques ted the in fo rmat ion in order to 
determine how Federal money was being 
d is t r ibuted for the more than 500 U.S. 
species on the List of Endangered and 
Threatened Species. 

Many Federa l and Sta te agenc ies 
assisted in preparing the report. The Inter-
national Associat ion of Fish and Wildlife 
Agencies compiled the data on total State 
expenditures. 

Federal  and State 
Expenditures  in  1989 

A total of $43.7 million was reported as 
being spent in fiscal year 1989 by Federal 
and State agencies for the conservat ion 
of 347 Threatened and Endangered spe-
c ies — app rox ima te l y two- th i rds of all 
listed species in the United States. Of the 
money repor ted , the Fish and Wi ld l i fe 
Service spent approximately $18 million, 
o ther Federa l agenc ies (such as the 

Bureau of Land Management , Nat ional 
Park Service, and the U.S. Forest Serv-
ice) spent a total of about $21 million, and 
the States expended about $4 million. 

Spending ranged from a low of $100 for 
species such as the noonday snail {Meso-
don clarki nantahala) and autumn butter-
cup {Ranunculus acriformis var. 
aestivalis) to a high of $3.1 million for the 
recovery of the bald eagle {Haliaeetus 
leucocephalus). The median expenditure 
was $11,750 per species. Seventy- two 
species accounted for over 90 percent of 
all expend i tu res . Twe l ve spec ies had 
reported expenditures exceeding $1 mil-
lion each, account ing for over half the 
total . Ranked in d e s c e n d i n g order of 
expendi ture, these species were: bald 
eagle; gr izzly bear {Ursus arctos', $2.9 
mi l l ion) ; r ed - cockaded w o o d p e c k e r 
{Picoides borealis', $2.8 mill ion); Ameri-
can peregr ine fa lcon {Faico peregrinus 
anatumi $2.7 mil l ion); gray wolf {Canis 
lupus] $2 .2 mi l l ion) ; w h o o p i n g c rane 
{Grus americana\ $1.4 mill ion); southern 
sea otter {Enhydra lutris nereis: $1.3 mil-
lion); West Indian (Florida) manatee {Tri-
chechus manatus: $1 .2 mi l l ion) ; 
Tumamoc globe-berry {Tumamoca mac-
dougalii', $1.2 million); black-footed ferret 
{Mustela nigripes\ $1 mi l l ion) ; p ip ing 
plover {Charadrius melodus', $1 mill ion); 
and Kirtland's warbler {Dendroica kirtlan-
dii', $1 million). 
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