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Dated: June 24, 1993.
RichardN. Smith,
ActingDirector, U.S.FishandWildlife
Service.
[FR Doe. 93—15958 Filed 7—6—93; 8:45 am]
BILUNG CODE 4310-55-P

50 CFR Part 17

RINIOI8—AB8S -

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; Proposed Delisting of the
Hawaiian Plant “Bldens cuneata”
(Cuneate Bidens)

AGENCY: FishandWildlife Service,
Interior.
ACTiON: Proposedrule.

SUMMARY: TheU.S. Fish andWildlife
Service(Service)proposesto removea
plant,Bidenscuneata(cuneatebidens),
from theList of Endangeredand
ThreatenedPlants.Thisactionis based
on areview of all availabledata,which
indicatethatthis plant is not adiscrete
taxonomicentity anddoesnot meetthe
definition of aspeciesasdefinedby the
EndangeredSpeciesAct of 1973, as
amended(Act), andthereforewaslisted
in error.Extensivestudiesassociated
with arecentrevisionof theHawaiian
membersof thegenushaveconcluded
that Bidenscuneatais an outlying
populationof B. molokaiensis,which is
commonalongthewindwardcliffs of
theislandof Molokai.
DAlES: Commentsfrom all interested
partiesmustbereceivedby September
7, 1993. Public hearingrequestsmustbe
receivedby August 23, 1993,
ADDRESSES: Commentsandmaterials
concerningthis proposalshouldbesent
to RobertP. Smith, Field Supervisor,
PacificIslandsOffice, U.S. Fishand
Wildlife Service,300Ala Moana
Boulevard,room6307,P.O. Box 50167,
Honolulu, Hawaii96850.Comments
andmaterialsreceivedwill beavailable
for public inspection,by appointment,

duringnormalbusinesshoursat the
aboveaddress.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
RobertP. Smithattheaboveaddress
(808/541—2749).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background
Thetypespecimenfor Bidenscuneata

wascollectedon DiamondHead,Oahu,
by William A. Bryanon December6,
1903,andwasformally describedby
EarlE. Sherifin 1920 (Sherff1920,
Takeuchi1980).Subsequentto its initial
discovery,therewereno further
collectionsor observationsof the
species,leadingbotaniststo believethat
it possiblycouldhavegoneextinct.In
1955, thespecieswasrediscoveredin
the areafrom which the typeoriginally
wascollected(Takeuchi1980).

HybridsbetweenHawaiianBidens
speciescan readilybeinduced
experimentallyandresultin highly
fertileprogeny,indicatingagenerallack
ofgeneticbarrierswithin thegroup.
Basedupon experimentalcrossesin the
Hawaiianmembersof thegenus,Gillette
andLim (1970)concludedthatB.
cuneatawasanaturalhybrid between
B. mauiensis,nativeto theislandof
Maui, andB. molokalensis,which is
restrictedto Molokai Island;however,
fewbotanistsacceptedthis conclusion.
Citing theoccurrenceof naturaland
experimentalhybrids,Gillette (1975)
latercontendedthatthe41 speciesof
HawaiianBidensplacedby Sherff in
sectionCczmpylothecashouldbe
consideredasinglespecies.Recent
systematicstudiesof thegenus
(includingadditionalexperimental
hybridizations)culminatedin arevision
of theHawaiianmembersof thegenus
(GandersandNagata1990). In this
publication,B. cuneatawas considered
conspecificwith B. molokaiensis,a
commonspeciesfoundalongthe
northernsideof.Molokai Island.Bidens
rnolokaiensisoccursbetweensealevel
and150meters(500 feet) in elevation

alongtheseashores,seacliffs, talus
slopes,andfieldsof northernMolokai
from Hoolehuato Kaonihu,adistanceof
about37 kilometers(23 miles) or about
two-thirdsthelengthof theisland.

Summaryof FactorsAffecting the
Species

50 CFR424.11 requiresthatcertain
factorsbeconsideredbeforeaspecies
canbelisted,reclassified,or delisted.
Thesefactorsandtheir applicationto
BidenscuneataSherff (cuneatebidens)
areasfollows:

A. The Presentor Threatened
Destruction,Modification,or
Curtailmentof Its Habitat or Range

Bidenscuneatahasbeendetermined
to beno morethananoutlying
populationof Bidensmolokaiensis,a
commonspeciesnativetothenorthern
partof Molokai. Bidensmolokaiensisis
not significantly threatenedwith
destruction,modification,or
curtailmentof its habitatthroughouta
significantportion of itsrange.Thefinal
ruledesignatingBidenscuneataasan
endangeredspecieswaspublishedon
February17, 1984 (49FR 6099)and
identifiedhabitatdegradation,possible
reductionof reproductivesuccessdueto
adeclineof nativepollinating insects,
andpotentialfire hazardsasthreats
contributingto theendangermentof that
species.If Bidenscuneatawereavalid
taxonandmet thedefinition of a
“species”asdescribedby theAct, then
thesefactorswouldberelevant.
However,sincetheentity showsno
geneticintegrity independentof Bidens
molokaiensis,it cannotbescientifically
defendedaseithera species,subspecies,
or taxonomicvariety.

B. Overutilizationfor Commercial,
Recreational,Scientific,or Educational
Purposes

Such overutilizationis not known to
be afactor for Bidensmolokaiensis,
which includesBidenscuneata.
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C. Diseaseor Predation

Diseaseor predationisnota threatto
Bidens molokaiensis,which Includes
Bidens cuneata.

D. TheInadequacyofExisting
RegulatoxyMechanisms

Federallisting of a speciesas
endangeredor threatenedautomatically
invokeslistingunderHawaiiStatelaw,
whichprohibits takingof endangered
plantsin thestateandencourages
conservationby Stateagencies.State
regulationsprohibitthe removal,
destruction,or damageof plantsfound
on State lands.This rule, if madefinal,
would automaticallyremovethe
protectionof theStatelawsthatthis
populationpresentlyenjoysasa
federallylistedspecies.It alsowould
requirethe reevaluationof Bidens
cuneatain thecontextof its status in
State landuseplanningdocuments.

E. OtherNatural or ManmadeFactors
AffectingIts ContinuedExistence

Noneknown.
Theregulationsat 50 CFR 424.11(d)

statethataspeciesmaybe delistedif:
(1) It becomesextinct,(2) it recovers,or
(3) the original classificationdatawere
in error.The Servicebelievescurrent
scientific Informationexiststhat
demonstratesthatBidenscuneatadoes
not representa valid taxonomicentity
and,therefore,doesnot meetthe
definition of “species”asdefined in
section3(16)of the Act. Therefore,
Bidenscuneatawaslisted in error.

Effectsof Rule
Theproposedactionwould resultin

theremovalof this species from the List
ofEndangeredandThreatenedPlants.
Federalagencieswould no longerbe
requiredto consultwith the Secretaryof
the Interior to insurethatanyaction
authorized,funded,or carriedoutby
suchagencyis not likely to jeopardize

thecontinuedexistenceof Bidens
cuneata.Thereis no designatedcfitical
habitat for this species.Federal -

restrictionson taking this specieswould
no longer apply.Thereareno specific
preservationor managementprograms
for thespeciesthatwouldbe
terminated.

PublicCommentsSolicited
The Serviceintendsthat anyfinal

actionresultingfrom this proposalwill
be asaccurateandas effectiveas
possible.Therefore,commentsor
suggestionsregardinganyaspectof this
proposalareherebysolicitedfrom the
public, otherconcernedgovernmental
agencies,the scientificcommunity,
industry,or other interestedparties.

NationalEnvironmentalPolicyAct
TheFishandWildlife Servicehas

determinedthatanEnvironmental
AssessmentorEnvironmentalImpact
Statement,asdefinedunderthe
authorityof theNationalEnvironmental
PolicyAct of 1969. neednot be
preparedin connectionwithregulations
adoptedpursuantto section4(a) of the
EndangeredSpeciesAct of 1973,as
amended.A noticeoutliningthe
Service’sreasonsfor this determination
was published in the Federal Register
on October25.1983 (48 FR 49244).
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Author

Theauthorof this proposed rule is Dr.
DorsalR. Herbst,U.S. FishandWildlife
Service,PacificIslandsOffice, 300 Ala
MoanaBoulevard,room 6307,P.O.Box
50167,Honolulu,Hawaii 96850(808/
541—2749).

List of Subjectsin50 CFRPart17

Endangeredandthreatenedspecies,
Exports,Imports,Reportingand
recordkeapingrequirements,
Transportation.

Proposed RegulationPromulgation

Accordingly.it is hereby proposedto
amendpart17, subchapterB of chapter
I, title 50 of the Codeof Federal
Regulations,as setforth below:

PART 17—(AMENDED]

1. The authority citation for part 17
continuesto read as follows:

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1361—1407;16 U.S.C.
1531—1544;16 U.S.C.4201—4245;Pub.L 99—
625, 100 Stat. 3500;unlessotherwisenoted.

~17.12 (Amended]

2. It is proposedto amend § 17.12(h)
by removingthe entry “Bidens cuneata
(cuneatebidens)” under “Asteraceae—
Aster family” from the List of
EndangeredandThreatenedPlants.

Dated:June 17, 1993.
Richard N.Smith, -

ActingDirector,Fish andWildlife Service.
[FR Dec.93—15959Filed 7—6—03; 8:45aml
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