DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Fish and Wildii‘e Service
[50 CFR Fart 17]

ENDANGERED AND THREATENED
WILDLIFE AND PLANTS

?ropoced Determination of Thr
Status for Three Soeciss of
From Mona Isiand, P.R., Vrith
posal for Criticat Habitat

AGENCY: U.S. Fish and Wildlile Serv-

ice.

ACTION: Prorosed rulcmaging.

SUMNDMYARY: The Dircetor, U.S. Iishi ang

Wildlife Service (hereinaiter, the Inrec-

tor and tne Service, respectivelr), horepy

icsves a propozed rulemaking, pursuant

to the Endangered Species Act of 1973

(16 U.S.C.1531-1543, 87 Stat. 8384, 1‘.ere~

inafter the Act), which would determin

three species of reptiles, the Mcna nm

(Epicrates monensis) . the Mona grousnd

iguana (Cyclure stejnegeri), end the

Monz blind snake (Typhlops moricneis)

to be threatened species and which

determine critical habitat for tnc~" ane
cies. These species occur on Monz Island,

Commonvealth of Puerto Rico.

TM’*‘T“Q Al relovant mrrmﬂ"'a ?w* ma-

infaang s eceived no laicr tnan AUgart L
1977, will be considered by the Dxracto
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
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A‘I‘T"‘"""‘S romments and materials
» ttis propored  rulemaxing

Hlvin m;).thp <hou‘u e sent to

PV S (‘I a) ;3. I‘rh o“d

N

malelling recaaved W Le
avii ‘public inspection during
roine! business hours at the Service's
Clice of Endangered Species, Suite 1100,
1€12 X Swreet NW., Washington, D.C.
20210.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CON-
TACT:

Alr. Keithy M. Schreiner, Associate Di-

i

YE2Tor, Federal Assistance. Fish and
Vriidlile Service, U.S. Department of
tire Intevior. VWashington, D.C. 20240

1202-343-4616) .
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
BACKGROUND
Scetion 44 of the Act states:
I.—i1) The Secretary shall by

termire

red

reg-
whether any species is an
species or A threatened species
f any cf the following factors:

‘1) The present or tnreatened destruction,
ticn, or curtailment of its habitat

rutilization for commercial, sport-
or educational purposes.
redation;

cy of existing regulatory

157 Other uatural or manmade factors
aZecting its continued existence.

This authority
the Inirector.

The three reptiles that are the subject

™his proptsed rulemeaking are all

endomic to Mona Isiand, a small (13.658
acresr isiond located midway between
the Dominican Republic and Puerto
Hizo. Beesuse they live in close prox-
ity 1o one another. the factors affect-
7 the cizius of these svecies will be
arized tozether. It shwuld also be
> that ail species of ground iguanas
ra s».: and all species of Carib-
bocas Epicrates sp.) are listed as
IT snecics by the Convention
r-;, “.Ae‘n:’fmr“ Trade in Endangered
eoies of Wild Fauna and Flora.

Sty

has been delegated to

of

ARY OF F'ACTORS AFFECTING
THE SPECIES

These findings are summarized herein
2of the five criteria of Section
Act. Theze factors, and taeir
annication to the three reptiles fron
Micna Isiand are as follows:
i. The present or threatened destruc-
.odification, or curtuilment of s
‘,r* or range. At present, there are
cive plans for the development of
{ 1ich is not now inha ]

Lhiasd. wi
vid t'r*"'\ dﬂ\'elo*)mem Drmcipz

Acan
AR

ann: ae

e n‘ t.le
.‘»Hi' thise areas

\mhl)le ha‘)lt'u.
recuired or nesri

Be
by thece species, woule be expected.
Jd1e

A8

such, ropulations of these thres

weould experience a serious de-

verytilt ~ai.‘zon for commicroic?

ang, ceientifie, or cducatliona! pur-
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pases. This is probably
thireat to the Mona rent
Mona beons and Meona

not a major
However,
Lround Iguanas

arc orceecionzlly shol by hunters who
TR B Y da ey tha Mmooy
- » Tt

\\Ou.u Hlve O aus-

Loty liiielilviood

cmu age such activity.

3) Discrse or predation. Predation on
the eges, voung, and adults of Mona
rentiles by introduced mammals, pri-

rily rats. cats, and pigs., have con-
tributed to the scarcity of many species
of native Mona animals. including the
tliree species which are the subject of
this proposed rulemaking,

(%) Theinudcquacy of existing regula-
tory mecl.anisms. There are a few exist-
ing rezulatory measures to protect the
Aong ground iguana. No iguanas or
their eggs muyv bhe kilied or colizcted
without a special permic from the Puerto
Fico Department of Natural Resources.
and publiz hundng is not allowed during
iruara nesting season. There are no
svecif:c reguiatory measures rezarding
the Monn boa or iviena blind snake.

(3) Giner naturcl or manmade factors
cflecting its continued cxistence. None.

CRITICAL HABITAT

Section 7 of the Act, entitled “Inter-
agency Cooperation,” states:

The Sccretary shall review other programs
administered by him and utillze such pro-
grams in 1rtherance of the purposes of this
Act. All othicr Federal departments and agen-
cias shall, in censultation with end with the
as:istance of the Secretary, utliize their au-
thorities in furtlierance of the purposes cf
this Act by carrying out prograims for the
conservation of Endangered <species and
Threatened species listed pursutnt to Section
4 of this Acv and by taking such action nec-
essary to insure that actions authcrized,
funded, or carricd out by tuem do not jeop-
ardize the cortinued existence of such en-
dancered species and threatened specizs or
resuit in the destruction or medification of
habitat of such species which is determined
by the Secreiary, after consultation as ap-
propriate with the affected States, to be
critical.

An interpretation of the term Critical
Hah:tat was published by the Fish and
Wildlife Service and the MNaticnal Marine
Pisiweries Seyvice in the PrreErsl REGISTER
o April 22,1975 (40 FR 17764-17765) .

The areas delineated below (exclusive
of those existiny manmade structures or
settiements which are not necessary to
the survival or recovery of the species)
may net necessarily include the entire
Critizal Habitat of the three species of
n,IJf"/’S i this proposed rulemaking, and
meodificaticns to Critical Habitat descrip-
mms muy be proposed in the future. In

3
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acrovdance with Section 7 of the Act. all
Foderal!  departments  and  agencies

wiuld be required to lisure that actiors
authierized. funded, or carried out by
them do neot result in the destruction or
ation of the Critical Habitat of
snecies found witlin the areas de-
Imected below.

Until thie promulgation of Section 7
xegma iong. all Federal departiments and
cics should, in accordance with Sec-
tiont 7 of the Act, consult with the Sec-
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Seetinn T oof thc Endancered Species A
of 1973.

Criticar HARITAT DETERMINATION

e
cd ruieneki
toxclusit
o) t:msc (.'.: Imh n. uA ade structures
settiements which are not neccssary
the survivul or recovery of the species

I. Mona Island. Commonwealth of Pue:
Rico. Eitire Island.

:in

EFFECT OF THE RULEMAKING

The effects of these determinatic
and this rulemaxing include. but are v
necessarily limited to, those discus:
below.

Endangered Species regulations
ready published in Title 80 c¢f thie Cc
of Federal Repulations set forth a ser
of general prohibitions and exceptic
which apply to all Endangered Speci
All of tiose prohibitions and exceptic
also apply to any Threatered Species u
less a Special Rule pertaining to tr
Threatened Species has been publish
and indicates otherwise. The regulatic
referred to abeove, which pertain to E
dangered and Threatened Species, ¢
found at §§17.21 and 17.31 of Title
and, for the convenicnce of the read
are reprinted below:

§17.21 Prohibitions.

{a) Except us provided in Subpart A
this part, or under permits issued pursw
to §17.22 or § 1723, it is unlawful for ¢
person subiect to the jurisdiction of
Tnited States to commit, to attempt
commit, to Rolicit arother to commit, or
cause to be committed, any of the acts ¢
scribed in paragrapiis (b) through (f)
this section in regard to any endange
wildlife.

(b} Import or export. It is vnlawful
import or to export any endangered wildl
Any shipment In trancit through the Uni
States 15 an importaticn and an exportati
whethier or not tt has entered the country
CUSLOMs PUrposes.

(c)y Take. {1y Tt is unlawful to take
dungered wildiife within the Unijted Sta-
within the territorial sea of the United Sta
or upon the high seas. The high seas shall
all wanrers seaward of the territorial sea
the United States. except waters officl:
recognized by the United States as the t
ritorial sea of another country, under int
national iaw.

(2} Notwithstanding paragraph (¢}
of this section, any person may take
dangered wildlife in defense of his own
or the lives of others.

(3) Noutwithstanding paragrapa (c) (1)
this section., any emplovee or agent of
Service, any other Federal land nianeg

26, 1977



ment geency, the Natlcus! Liarine ¥icheries
crvied, or u State conmervation ngency, who
t5 designatad by s meeucy for such pur-
poses, mav, when neting in the course of his
offclal dutles, take endangerod wildlilz with-
out & permit if such action 18 neces:ary Lol

(1) Ald a sick, injured, or orphuned speci-
men; or

(1i} Dispose of & dead specimen; or

(1ii) Balvage & dead specimen which may
be useful for scientific stuay, or

{iv) Remove snecimens which constitute
& demonstrable but nouniminedint e thirent to
human safcty, provided tiasns wing is
done in a humare rasnner; the I«
involve killing or injuriug only if it hes not
been reasonabiv possible to eliminunte such
threat by live-copturing and re.casmg the
specimen unharmed, in & remote area.

(4) Any teking pursuant to paragr
(¢} (2) and (3) of this rection mu

ported in writing to the Urnited States Fish
En-

and Wiidlife EServics, Divi cf Law
forcement, P.O. Box 19183, ‘..as..l gton,
20036, within 5 days. The specimen m
be retained, dispos:d of, or salv
cordance with directions from Service.

{5} Notwithstanding poare zraph fc) (1) of
this section, any qualified eranicy
of a State Conservation A
party to a Cooperative Agrerm
Service In aeccordance with section 6
Act. who is designated by hiis agency for such
purpcses, m2y, when acung in the course
of his offcint dutizs take Indange-ed Snecies,
for conservaticn programs in accordance with
the Cooperative Agreement, provided that
such taking is not reasonsbly anticipated %o
result in: (i) the death c»
abling of the specimen; (i)
the epecimen from the S:ate w
occurrad: (iii) the introduction cI t v
mern so takep, or of aryv pro v derived <
such a spectmeen, intc on a
historica: ranre ol the spesiss,
holding of tre specimwen in crpti
perlod of mo*e than 45 cousec atA\e aays.

(d) Possession cnd other acis e oun-
lawfully teken wildlire. (1) It is uniawful
to possess, seoll, deliver, CAYTY. transpnr:, or
ship, by unv mears wi soever, eny erdan-
gered wilclife which was taken in vioiation
of paragraph () of this section.

Erample. A person captures a whooving
crane in Texas end gives it to a second per-
son, who prts it in a closed van snd drives
thirty miles. to another location in Texas
The second person then gives the whooping
crane {o o third varson, ©
with the bird in his pcieessinn. Al
have violated the low—
taking the whoeoping crane:
transporting en illepally

which is a
with the
i¢) of the

rom
va bey ond tie

three
st by illexally
the second by
taken

crale; &nc the third by posaessing an
{lleeally trken whonpinT erane.

(2) Notwithetanding wwrneranh (d) (1)
of this section. Fodera! sand Sta‘e law en-
forcement ofi av po cdediver, earry,
trancport or D any el wildufe

teken in violation of the Act as DACESSArY INn
performing thair official dutio:

(e} Intcrstate or foreien commerce. It
is uniawful to deliver, reczive, carry, trans-
port, or ship in interstuie or fc*o'pn com-
merce, by any meens whatwoover, ana in the
course of & commercial activity, any endan~
gered wildlife.

(1) Sale or offer for sale. (1) It is un-
lawful to sell or to offer for sale in interstate
or forelgn commerce eny enceangered wild-
life.

(2) An advertisement for tho sa)e of endan-
{'f“'“d “v |,-!11r,\ ek LI .

LIS TP

1 shern ab st Wi 1':12 L‘
Fish and W’H lIn Service shall no: ha con-
sidered an offer for sale within the mean: ng

of this subsection.

FEDERAL

whooping |
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{40 PR 4411 Sept.
10 TR 53400; Nov. 18,
11, 1976]
§17.01
(o) Except o5 provided in Subpart A of this
Part, or in a pernift issved undar tais Subpary
ail of the provicions in § &7.2!
{c}(4) shall apply 10 tarente
(b) In eddition to any oti:
of this Part 17. any embloyec
e Service, of the Nations! Marine Fosnetis
Service, or cf a State conservaiion &
which is operating a corser
Cram pu*:u:mt fo the term.—. ofa C

26, 1975 as amerd«d oo
1078, 41 FTp 19205, May

L)

\\fith sec ion b(CJ of tl‘ ot
ignated by his agzency Io* suc.
may when aciing in the course
ctal cduties, trke any threatensd wild'life
carry out scmnuﬁc resparch or coiizervation
progranms.

(¢) Whenever a special rule in §% 17.40 o
17.48 app'ies to & threatened snecies, v.one of

the provisions of paragraphs {(8) and
of this section will apply. The svecial
will contain all the applicabie
and exceptions,

[40 FR 44415: Sept. 26, 1875 as anernded at
41 FR 18226; May 11, 1976}

czulations published in the J7enreaL
Rec1s1Er of September 28, 1973 (4"3 ¥R
44412) provided for the jssuance of per-
mits to carry ocut otherwise pzomm[ed
activities involving FEndangered or
Threatened Species under certain cir-
cumsiances. Such permits inveiving Fn-
dangered Species are avail: &*11 for
tific purposes or to ennance t
tion or survival of the species. In some
instances, permits mayv b2 poued @uring
a specified period of time to r
due econciiiiec hardship which

(b}
rule
srohiaitions

211~

e LTODARZA~

suffered if such reiief were not aveilable,
Pursuant to Section 4¢b) of the Act,

the Dircetor will netify mn Gos
Puerto RlCl" with respect to thi t»*o;)osal
eud recuest his commrnts and recom-
mendations before making *‘xmd deter-
minations.

crner of

PusLic CoMMINTS BOLICITED
The Director intends that the vles fi-

naliy adopted will be as accurate and
eifective in this conservation of sny E

dar.gered or Tareatened =
pousible. Therefore, any- con
siiggestions from the public, ot
cerned goverpmental agencics, thie scion-
tific community, industry, private futer-
est or any other interested party .con-

wnents

ruies Zra hereby s

solicited Componri s -
ticularly are

sought couvreriung:

(1) Biclogica! or cthev reis
cernlng any threat (or hs
these three species of reptiles.

(2) The location of aud t:isansg wi--
habitat of these three srecics of ras o
shouid or should not be determineg ¢ 0.
“Critical Habitat” as provided for by &

T cf the Act;

(3) Additional information concearni

range and distribution of these three oo

Final promulgation of the rez
on the thrce species of reptiles ii.
propesed rulemaking will take into o --
sidsration the comments and any o- -
tional informaticn received by the |
rector and such communications o :
Iead him to adopt final resuictions 1.
differ from this prepesal.

An environmental assas
rrepared in conjunction
posal. It is on file in the
cf Endangered Species
NW., Washington, D.C.
be examined during
hours. A dctemnlrmtu
the time of firal rul
whether this is 2 maior Fea:
which would significanily o6 ‘
quality of the hi nenvironmienty o
the meaning of Section 102(2: (8) ¢ -+,
National Environmentsl Policy Ac:
19€9.

This proposed rulemaking is i~zu-i

P
v
t

ek

sment has or oy

undsr the authority‘conmmed in >
¥rndengered S8pecies Act of 1975 <14
U.s.C. 1531- 1%1» 87 Stat. 681 ),oany

prepared by Do Kennetn Do
Office of Er.dz'ugexed Species (202-1 -
T814).

Note—The Department of the Inter:
deterniined that this document caes n
tain a major provosai requiring prol R
of an Economic Impact Stntcinnl >
Executive Order 11943 and OMB CE-. et
A-1G7.

Date: May 17, 1977.

Lyxn A, GRERIWALT.
Director, Fish and Wildiife Scwu:

Accordingly, it is hereby
amend Part 17, Subchanter
1, Title 50 of {he Code of
tions, as set forth below:

It is proposed to amend $17.11 i
by adding in alphabetical order the 1. i-
lowing to thelist of animals:

prop
Bef Civ.
‘cdoral e ol ae

’ §17.11 Fndancered and  Threatened
cerning any aspect of these proposed Wildlife,
Spocies Rango
Portion of Status Wier =
Cominon uame Scientific name Popula- Known ranee where Jsted [EIEN
tion endangered or
threatened
< ——
» + - E ] - - L4
REPTILES: - B
. L] - L] » . .
Boa, Monz...... .. Epcrotek NA Mona Island. .. _. Enfire.._....... T - NA
: MONENYS. . .
. - » © .
fer 0 7 LA R . T
Snake, Menabliid . Typlinpe N ceeeBo,. o ..dOe..._.... T ~ A
MO 161s. . .
* » L
REGISTER, VOI. THURSOAY, MAY 26, 1977
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It is further proposed to amend 50
CFR Part 17:

2. By adding new parazraph (¢) (5),
{65, and ( ) to proposed § 17.93 to reﬂd

ax ot

rition! }l.i:l::.ik‘-li‘.l- and owibde
® * - » -
(c) Reptiles, * * *
(3) Mona boa.
1)) The following arez (exclusive of
those existing manmade. structures or

settlements which are not necescary to
the survival or recovery of the species)
is Critical Habitat for the three species
of Mona reptiles:

v AT HuUBE T-land, Com Voo of
. Soled LnUre Leand g l'ux-
umt to bccmon 7 of the Act, all Fed-
eral agencies must take such action as
iIs necessary to insure that actions au-
thorized, funded, or carried out by them
9 not result in the destruction or modi-

fication of the Critical Habitat area.

L

Isia Mona

=

MAYAGLEL g

: Y 2
H bd

CriTicAL HABITAT FOR THREE REPTILES
FROM MONA IsLAND, PUErTO Rico

(6) Mona ground iguana.

(i The following area (exclusive of
those existing manmade structures or
settlements which are not necessary to
tie survival or recovery of the speccies)
is Critical Habitat for the three species
of Mona reptiles:

(A) Mona Island, Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico, Entire Island.

(i) Pursuaint to Section 7 of the Act,
all Federal agencies must -take such
action as is necessary to insure that
aciions authorized, funded, or carried
out by them do not result in the destruc-
tion or modification of the Critical
Heabitat area.

Is!a Mona

~
o°°°

Mong

r—“‘\_
(10 A.x.mu..
/ 25 mk-

CRITIGAL HABITAT FOR TH:ET REPTILES
rrROM Moxa Ispaxp, Puirto Rico

(7) Mona klind snake,

(A) Mona Island, Commonwealth of

Puerto Rico, Entire Island.

(iD) Pursuant to Section 7 of the Act,

(1) The following are: rexclusive of
those existing manmade strictures or
scttlements which are n0t neccssary to
the survival or recovery »f tne species)
is Critical Habitat for tie “hireec species
of Mona reptiles:

FEDERAL RISGISTIR VOL 42, NO.

all Federal agencies must take such
action as is necessary to insure that
actions autherized, funded, or carried
out by them do not result in the destruc-

tion or medification of the Critical
Habitat area.
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PUERTO RICO

Moge

Isls Mona &

0.8 Klometers

423 Mibes
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CrrticaL HarITAT FOR THREE REPTILES
FROM Mona Isranp, Puerto RiIco

'[FR Doc.77-14847 Filed 5-25-77;8:45 am|]
—

{50 CFR Part 17]

ENDANGERED AND THREATEMED
WILDLIFE AND PLANTS

Proposed Endangered Status and Critical
Habitat for the tiew Mhexican Ridge-
Nosed Rattlesnake

" AGENCY: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serv-
fce.

ACTION: Proposed rulemaking.

S8UMMARY: The Director. 17.8. Fish and
Wildlife Service (hereinafter. the Direc-
tor and the Service, recpectively), hereby
issues & proposed rulemalking, pursuant to
the Endangered Species Act ¢f 1973 (16
U.B.C. 1531-1543, 87 Stat. 884: herein-
after the Act), which would determine
the New Mexican ridge-nosed rattle-
snake (Crotalus willardi obscurus) to be
an endangered species and which would
determine Critical Habitat for this
species. This species occurs in New Mex-
ico and Chihuahua, Mexico.

DATES: All relevant comments and ma-
terials with regards to this preposed rule-
making reccived no later than Aurust 24,
1977, will be considered by the Director,
U.8. Fish and Wildlife Service.

ADDRESSES: Comments and materials
concerning this proposed rulemaxing
preferably in tripiicate, should ke sent
to the Director (FVWS/QES!, U.S. Fizh
and Wildlife Service, U.S. Department of
the Interior, Wachington, D.C. 20240.
Comments ard matorials received will
be available for public inspection dur-
ing normal business hours at the Scrv-
ice’s Oflice of Endangercd Species, Suite
1100, 1612 K Street NW., Washington,
D.C. 20240,

PROPOSED RULEY
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CON-
TACT:

Mr. Keith M. Schreiner, Associate Di-
rector, Federal Assistance, Fish and
Wildlife Service, U.S. Department of
the Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240
(202-343-4646) .

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
BACKGROUND
Section 4(a) of the Act states:

General.—(1) The Secretary shall by reg-
ulation determine whether any species is an

.endangered spectes or a threatened species

because cf any of the followiny factors:

(1) The present or threatened destruction,
modlfication or curtailment of its habitat
or range;

(2) Overutilization for commercial, sport-
ing, scientific, or educational purposes;

(3) Disease or predation;

(4) Tne inadequacy Of existing regulatcry
mechanisms; or R

(5) Other natural or manmeade factors
affecting its continued existence.

This authority has been delegated to
the Director.

SuMMARY OF FacTORs AFFECTING
THE SPECIES

The findings are summarized herein
under each of the five criteria of Section
4(a) of the Act. These factors, and their
application to the New Mexican ridge-
nosed rattlesnake are as foilows:

1." The present or threatened destruc-
tion, modification, or curtailment of iis
habitat or renge. The range of ithe New
Mexican ridge-nosed rattlesnake is pri-
marily restricted to two canyons in the
Animas Mountains of Ncew Mexico and
may involve habitat of approximately one
square mile or less. A small population
also exists in the Sierra de San Luis,
Chihuahue, Mexico. The Playas Valley is
experiencing developmant n the form of
a copper ore reduction plant and asso-
ciated “company town.” Evidence indi-

ates that the plant itself will not ad-

versely affect the rattlesnake: however,
the increased usage of the Animas LIoun-
tains for recreational purposes could
severely reduce available habitat and
thus be detrimental to tne populations
of the New Mecxican ridge-nosed rattie-
snake.

2. Qverutilizgtion for commercial,
sporting, scientific, or educational pur-
pases. This is probably the chief danzer
to the New Mexican ridre-nosed ratiiae-
snake. Although relatively abundant
when first discovered in 1961, the attrac-
tiveness of this species, coupled with its
limited geooraphic range, has made it &
very dcsirable animal for scientific and
commercial purposes. Dealers in live her-
petological specimens have priced this
species as high as $175 or more for an 18-

270

inch specimen. Th: value of this animal
has led to extreme hahitat destritetion in
the process of coile:ti:g, even to th2 point
of using dynamite ¢ bl:ist boulders out of
the way. Evidence Indicates that the New
Mexican ridge-nosied rattlesnake is now
rare and will cor.tinue to decline unless
measures are enacted to restrict col-
lecting.

3. Disease or predetion, This is prob-
ably not a signif. :ent factor contributing
to the current plicht of the species.

4, The tnadeqiccy of existing regulc-
tory mechanisms. This species is cur-
rently listed an Endanzered and pro-
tected by State liw in New Ilexico. The
U.S. Fisli and Wildlife Service has also
entered into agreement with the Pruett-
Wray Cattle Company, owners of the
canyons where the New Mexican ridze-
nosed rattlesnake lives, to close acress to
collectors. However, this has only been
& partial deterrent to those who want a
member of this species for their collec-
tion.

5. Other natural or manmeade factors
affecting its continued existence. None.

CRITICAL HABITAT .

Section 7 of the Act. entitled “Inter-
agency Cooperation,” states:

The Secretary shall review other programs
admiristered by him arnd utilize such pro-
gregns in furtherance of the purposes of this
Act. All other Federal departments andg
agencies shall, in consultation with and with
the assistance of the Secretary, utiliza thelr
authorities In furtherance of the purroses of
this Act by carrying out prozrams lor the
conservation of endangered species and
threatened specles listed pursuant to section
4 of this Act and by taking such action neces-
cary to insure that aclions authorized,
funded, or carried out by them dc tnot
jeopardize the continued existenre of ruch
endancered specles and threnrtennsd spesies ov
result in the destruction or mocd:ization of
habitat of such speciles which is determined
by the Secretary, after consuitstich as an-
propriate with the afTected States, to be
critical. .

An interpretation of the term Critical
Habitat was published by the Fizh and
Wildlife Service and the National Marine
Fisheries Scrvice in the Frrmral RRgISTER
of April 22, 1975 (40 FR 17764~17735 . In
addition, propcsed provisions for Inrer-
agency Ccoperation were pubiizhed on
January 26, 1977, in the FEDERAL RESISTER
(42 FR 4853-4875) to assist Federal azen-
cies in complying with Sectimm 7 ¢f the
Endangered Species Act of 1473.

Tuie arcas delineated helow do not
necessarily include the entire Critical
nabitat of the New Mexican ridre-nos~d
ratilesnake. and modifications to Critical
Habitat descriptions may be proro-ed in
the future. In accordance with Section 7
of tlie Act. all Federal departments and
agencies would be required to insure that
actions authorized, funded, or carried out
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