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DE-07

John H. Chafee Coastal Barrier 
Resources System Unit DE-07, 
Delaware Seashore, Delaware

Type of Unit:  Proposed new System 
unit
Location of Unit:  South of Rehoboth 
Beach, in Sussex County
Congressional District:  At Large
Current CBRS Status:  Part of the 
proposed new System unit DE-07 is 
within existing otherwise protected 
area (OPA) Unit DE-07P.  The 
remainder of the proposed new unit 
is currently not within the John H. 
Chafee Coastal Barrier Resources 
System (CBRS).
System Unit Criteria:  Areas of 
proposed new Unit DE-07 that are 
currently within Unit DE-07P met 
the Coastal Barrier Resources Act 
(CBRA) definition and criteria of 
an undeveloped coastal barrier at 
the time they were first included 
within the CBRS in 1990.  Areas 
of proposed new Unit DE-07 that 
are currently not within the CBRS 
currently meet the CBRA definition 
and criteria of an undeveloped 
coastal barrier.  The U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service is not aware of the 
existence of a full complement of 
infrastructure in this area at the 
time the area was first included 
within the CBRS.  
Proposed Boundaries:  The northern 
boundary of the proposed new unit 
crosses the barrier spit north of 
the Delaware Seashore State Park 
boundary and is adjusted to exclude 

from the CBRS a row of properties 
where development predates the 
OPA designation.  The boundary 
follows this line out into Rehoboth 
Bay and turns south to mirror the 
current western boundary of Unit 
DE-07P.  It is slightly adjusted to 
include the entire channel between 
Long Neck and several small private 
islands in the bay, and then continues 
south along the existing OPA 
boundary to Cedar Neck, where it is 
adjusted to follow the shoreline more 
precisely.  South of the developed 
area, the proposed boundary 
includes private undeveloped 
wetlands adjacent to the Fresh Pond 
area of Delaware Seashore State 
Park, and the entirety of Beach 
Cove.  The eastern boundary follows 
the landward shoreline of the barrier 
spit, turning inland onto the spit to 
include a small tract of developed 
private property south of the State 
park which was undeveloped in 1990, 
and is currently within Unit DE-07P.  
The remainder of the proposed new 
System unit boundary is coincident 
with the proposed Unit DE-07P 
boundary, with the exception that it 
is open to the ocean at the inlet.
Additional Comments:   The portions 
of proposed new Unit DE-07 
currently within Unit DE-07P are 
proposed for reclassification because 
they are not held for conservation 
or recreation, are not inholdings, 
and met the CBRA definition of and 
criteria for an undeveloped coastal 
barrier at the time they were 

established within the OPA.  Several 
areas proposed for reclassification 
from OPA to System unit status 
were undeveloped in 1990, according 
to the CBRA criteria, but are 
developed now, including:  the 
residential lots immediately north 
of the State park; South Shores 
Subdivision (a trailer park in 1990); 
Zacharias Cove Subdivision (a trailer 
park in 1990); and Wharton’s Cove 
Subdivision

A U.S. Coast Guard Station is 
included in the proposed new 
System unit.  Section 6(a)(5) of the 
Coastal Barrier Improvement Act 
of 1990 states an exception to the 
prohibitions on Federal funding 
for “the construction, operation, 
maintenance, and rehabilitation of 
Coast Guard facilities and access 
thereto.”

Acreage, Shoreline, and Structures: 

Total Acres Fastland Acres1 Associated Aquatic 
Habitat Acres 2 Shoreline (Miles) Structures3 

Existing Unit 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Added to the 
CBRS 197.1 0.0 197.1 N/A

Removed from the 
CBRS 0.0 0.0 0.0 N/A

Reclassified Area 5,183.1 100.0 5,083.1 0.2

Proposed Unit 5,380.2 100.0 5,280.2 0.5

Net Change 5,380.2 100.0 5,280.2 0.5 N/A

1  Land above mean high tide
2  Includes adjacent wetlands, marshes, estuaries, inlets, and nearshore waters
3  Structure count not conducted; no fastland added or removed

Appendix D:  Pilot Project Unit Summaries and Maps
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DE-07P

John H. Chafee Coastal Barrier 
Resources System Unit DE-07P, 
Delaware Seashore, Delaware

Type of Unit:  Otherwise protected 
area (OPA)
Location of Unit:  Between Rehoboth 
Beach and Bethany Beach, in Sussex 
County
Congressional District:  At Large
Establishment of Unit:  Coastal 
Barrier Improvement Act (P.L. 101-
591) enacted on 11/16/1990
Historical Changes to Unit:  There 
have been no changes to the 
boundaries of Unit DE-07P since its 
designation in 1990.
Underlying Conservation/Recreation 
Area(s) in OPA:  Delaware Seashore 
State Park (established 1965), is 
owned by the Delaware Department 
of Natural Resources and 
Environmental Control.
Existing Boundary Description:  The 
northern boundary of Unit DE-07P 
crosses the barrier spit through 
private property north of Delaware 
Seashore State Park.  The western 
boundary lies in the open water in 
the bay behind the barrier.  The 
southern boundary follows the 
eastern shore of a peninsula south 

of Indian River Inlet and crosses 
Beach Cove north of the Cotton 
Patch Hills subdivision.  There is an 
excluded area around a cluster of 
development on the Atlantic coast 
south of the inlet.
Proposed Changes to Boundary:  
The boundaries of Unit DE-07P 
are aligned to the boundaries of 
Delaware Seashore State Park, 
including an expansion in the south 
to include the recent park acquisition 
of Fresh Pond.
Additional Comments:  There 
are no known private inholdings 
within the proposed boundaries 
of Unit DE-07P.  Currently, the 
OPA includes a large area of open 
water and privately held lands and 
associated aquatic habitat that are 
outside the Delaware Seashore State 
Park boundary and not held for 
conservation or recreation purposes.  
The area is not an inholding and 
met Coastal Barrier Resources 
Act definition of and criteria for 
an undeveloped coastal barrier at 
the time it was established within 
the OPA.  Therefore this area is 
proposed for reclassification from 
OPA Unit DE-07P to new Unit DE-
07.  The proposed boundaries 

remove privately owned property 
that is not within the boundaries of 
the State park and was developed at 
the time it was included within Unit 
DE-07P.

Acreage, Shoreline, and Structures:

Total Acres Fastland Acres1 Associated Aquatic 
Habitat Acres2 Shoreline (Miles) Structures3 

Existing Unit 7,360.3 894.5 6,465.8 6.8

Added to the 
CBRS 703.4 400.4 303.0 0

Removed from the 
CBRS 54.4 20.1 34.3 41

Reclassified Area (5,183.1) (100.0) (5,083.1) (0.2)

Proposed Unit 2,826.2 1,174.8 1,651.4 6.3

Net Change (4,534.1) 280.3 (4,814.4) (0.5) (41)

1  Land above mean high tide
2  Includes adjacent wetlands, marshes, estuaries, inlets, and nearshore waters
3  Structure count derived from 2002 aerial photography, and 2005 Sussex County property parcel information

Appendix D:  Pilot Project Unit Summaries and Maps
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H01

John H. Chafee Coastal Barrier 
Resources System Unit H01, 
North Bethany Beach, Delaware

Type of Unit:  System unit
Location of Unit:  North of Bethany 
Beach, in Sussex County
Congressional District:  At Large
Establishment of Unit:  Coastal 
Barrier Resources Act (P.L. 97-348) 
enacted on 10/18/1982
Historical Changes to Unit:  	
11/16/1990:  P.L. 101-591 modified the 
southwestern boundary of Unit H01 
to remove land that was incorrectly 
identified as wetlands in 1982.
Existing Boundary Description:  The 
northern boundary of Unit H01 
cuts through a developed area.  
The landward boundary generally 
follows the eastern edge of a stream.  
The southern boundary cuts through 
an undeveloped piece of land at 
the northern edge of a developed 
property, follows the western side 
of a highway north, and then cuts 
across more development.

Proposed Changes to Boundary:  	
The northern boundary of Unit H01 
is adjusted to digital property parcel 
data to follow the southern boundary 
of the Cotton Patch Hills subdivision, 
which is the northern extent of this 
unit, and to add an undeveloped 
area of associated aquatic habitat 
on the northwest corner of the unit.  
The southern boundary is adjusted 
to digital property parcel data to 
follow the northern boundary of the 
Bayberry Dunes subdivision, which 
is the southeastern extent of this 
unit.  The landward boundary to 
the north is adjusted to follow the 
boundary of the proposed addition 
to Unit DE-07P, which coincides with 
the Delaware Seashore State Park 
boundary.

Acreage, Shoreline, and Structures:

Total Acres Fastland Acres1 Associated Aquatic 
Habitat Acres2 Shoreline (Miles) Structures3 

Existing Unit 167.7 150.1 17.6 0.7

Added to the 
CBRS 4.2 0.1 4.1 0

Removed from the 
CBRS 5.2 4.6 0.6 14

Reclassified Area 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Proposed Unit 166.7 145.6 21.1 0.7

Net Change (1.0) (4.5) 3.5 0.0 (14)

1  Land above mean high tide
2  Includes adjacent wetlands, marshes, estuaries, inlets, and nearshore waters
3  Structure count derived from 2002 aerial photography, and 2005 Sussex County property parcel information

Appendix D:  Pilot Project Unit Summaries and Maps
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