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The Eagle Conservation Plan
Guidance — Module 1 Land-
based Wind Energy was
developed in accordance with
efforts to ensure renewable
energy development is
compatible with fish and
wildlife conservation
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m Bald and Golden eagles are provided protection
under several statutes

Eagle Act - ensure authorized take of Bald and
Golden eagles is compatible with their preservation

m Service interprets - allowing take consistent with goal of
stable or increasing breeding populations

m 2009 - Service promulgated regulations
authorizing issuance of permits for non-
purposeful take of eagles
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m permit applicants under 50 CFR 22.26, non-
purposeful eagle take, are required to

demonstrate avoidance and minimization of the
potential for take of eagles to the extent
practicable

for programmatic take permits, take must be
unavoidable
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m describes process

wind energy developers in
Eagle Conservation Plan Guidance Coordination With the SerVice

collect and analyze
information that may lead to
programmatic permit
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Assessing Risk

m evaluate risk of a project to
eagles at progressive stages of
planning and development:

is risk substantial and not likely
to be manageable?

is their a likelihood of eagle take
but at a manageable level?

is eagle take unlikely?
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decision-making process

m ECPG outlines a decision-making process

gathers information at each stage of project
development,

increasing level of detail

m approach provides framework for making decisions
sequentially in project development
(1) siting, (2) construction, and (3) operations
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m provides recommendations for development
of Eagle Conservation Plans

supports issuance of eagle programmatic take
permits

m scientifically rigorous surveys, monitoring, risk
assessment, and research

proportionate to risk to both Bald and Golden
eagles
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Eagle Risk Factors

m vulnerability of eagles to collisions with wind
turbines
(1) eagle abundance, and

(2) the presence of features or
circumstances that decrease an
eagle’s ability to perceive and
avoid collision
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General Approach

m the ECPG addresses both direct mortality and
disturbance

m structures can cause direct mortality through
collision

m activities associated with pre-construction,
construction, or operation and maintenance

m disturbance or mortality effects are
permanent
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Assess Risk

m conducting early pre-construction
assessments
identify important eagle use areas

analyzing pre-construction information to
estimate potential impacts

avoiding, minimizing, and/or reducing for
potential adverse effects to eagles

monitoring for impacts during
construction/operation
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Assess Risk

m project developers or
operators prepare an ECP
or similar document

outlines project
development process

includes conservation and
monitoring plans
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Assessing Project Effects on Eagles

m if information warrants further consideration
of potential site

on-site surveys should be implemented to
document use of area by eagles

m goal of surveys —

qguantify and describe use of project area by
breeding/non-breeding eagles across seasons
and years
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m thorough cumulative effects analysis

Consider project’s risk in context of other factors
affecting the local eagle population
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Early Planning

m comprehensive early planning can
identify measures that avoid and minimize effects

facilitate options for cooperative, comprehensive
NEPA analysis
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Land-based Wind Energy GuidelinesTiers ~ Eagle Conservation Plan Guidance Stages

Tier 1. Preliminary evaluation or
screening of potentialsites

Tier 2. Site characterization

Tier 3. Site characterization

Tier 4. Post-construction surveys to
estimate impacts

Tier 5. Other post-construction studies
and research
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m does not impose additional regulatory or
generally-binding requirements
m ECPG provides interpretive guidance

to Service biologists
others
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Questions?




