
 

 

Manager’s Message 

     Dworshak Fisheries Complex    
     Monthly Activity Report 
 

Highlights: 

 BY13 Coho 363,887 
Clearwater stock  

 384,045 SCS Parr were 
shipped to the Selway 
September 8-15 

 Trap will open the first 
of October to trap Coho 
brood stock. at KNFH 

 Coldwater Fish Culture 
Freeman Creek  style  
finale on September 25! 

 Total Fish on station 
at Dworshak: 
 9,061,134 

 Total Fish on station 
at Kooskia:  665,960  
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I want to use the “Managers Message” this 
month to discuss a delicate and serious mat-
ter.  Later this month, we’ll be kicking off 
the Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) 
with our annual chili feed and competition.  
That’s a great start to a worthy endeavor that 
leads to charitable contributions for a host of 
good causes.  I want to challenge every one 
of you to get involved, particularly in the 
chili feed.  Why?  Because it’s about time 
someone in this complex dethrone Mr. Rick 
King, who is apparently the chili cooking 
grand poo bah of all time. 

From what I’m told (by Rick more than any-
one else), he’s been winning this “best chili 
contest” here at DNFH for years.  Last year I 
foolishly talked up my wife’s delicious reci-
pe, and felt confident I’d knock Rick off his 
pedestal.  Well, that didn’t work out so well.  
I recall I tied for third or fourth, or maybe I 
got last place.  I’ve blocked it from my mind 
so the healing can begin.  My confidence 
going into the competition followed by a 
crushing defeat at the hands of “King 
Rick”™2 led to my worst fear…more crow-
ing by Rick!  He’d won again.  DOH! 

It’s time someone here defeat this guy, and 
I’m willing to help to make it happen.  For 
every chili entry this year, I will donate $5 
to the CFC.  If we have thirty chili entries, 
that means I’ll kick in $150 for charity.  
Knowing you’re pulling money out of my 
wallet on behalf of charity should get some 
of you cooking and competing this year, I 

hope.  More entries mean a better chance for 
a new chili champion. 

But that’s just the beginning.  If one of you 
enters a chili that has the culinary power to 
defeat King Rick™, I will donate another 
$50 to the CFC.  That’s right, $5 for every 
entry and another $50 if we crown a new 
winner this year. 

But what if King Rick™ wins again?  He’ll 
get nothing from me, other than a handshake 
for a job well done, and a year of scheming 
on my part to figure out how to defeat him 
next year.  Please join in the fun, support 
charity, and help me dethrone the King! 

Limit of one chili entry per employee. 
Canned chili entries exempt. See Complex 
Manager for details. “King Rick”™ phrase 
is the exclusive property of Steve Rodgers. 
Use of the phrase “King Rick” during and 
after work hours is highly encouraged. All 
rights reserved.  This legal clause is non-
binding and has no bearing on anything 
whatsoever. 
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Brood Year 2013 (BY13)  

A total of 384,045 SCS Parr were shipped to the Selway September 8-15. At 
the end of September there were 1,558,683 fish in 30 RWs averaging 70 fpp 
(3.6 inches). Mortality dropped from 0.21% to 0.16% (2,068). There are three 
distinct ponding groups: Low-density, high-density, and flow study. Each 
group can be identified through parental based tagging (PBT). Raceway flow 
averaged 600 gpm and water temperature was 47 degrees.  

Brood Year 2014 (BY14) 

Dworshak completed BY14 SCS spawning in 4 takes in where 794 females (or 
3,112,480 green eggs) were spawned for Dworshak and 545 females (or 
1,517,295 green eggs) were spawned for Kooskia. Eggs are being incubated on 
secondary reservoir water chilled to 39 degrees.  

Hatchery Headlines: Dworshak  Spring Chinook Salmon (SCS) 

Hatchery Headlines: Dworshak  Coho Salmon (COS) 

Hatchery Headlines: Dworshak  Summer Steelhead (SST) 
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Table 1.  Total Production—Fish on Station (9/30/14). 

SP BY Location Number Wt (lbs) FPP L in L mm
SCS* 14 incubation 4,629,775
COS 13 BP 74-82 363,887 5,452      69 3.5 88
SCS 13 RWs 1-30 1,558,683 22,259    70 3.6 92
SST 14 System 1-2 2,508,789 96,562    28 4.7 120

9,061,134 124,273  Total Fish/Fry on Station 

Brood Year 2013 
At the end of September there were 363,887 Coho in 5 RWs averaging 69 fpp 
(3.48 inches). There were 229 (0.06%) mortalities during the month. The full    
Coho report can be seen on page 4. 
 

 

 

Credit: Jill Olson/FWS 

 

Credit: Jill Olson/FWS 

Brood Year 2014 

There were 2,508,789 SST in the Burrow’s Ponds at the end of September averag-
ing 28 fpp (4.7 inches). There were 25,239 mortalities (1.1%). IHNV broke in BPs 
20-34. Fish were split from system 1 into System 2 once the fish reached a mini-
mum of 60 fpp. System 1 is on primary reservoir water and system 2 is on river 
water. 

Taking a lunch break at 
Coldwater Fish Culture Class 

Discussing transportation 
and fish release procedures 
at Coldwater Fish Culture 
Class. 

Sylvia studying up for the 
CWFC final exam  

* SCS BY14 includes DNFH and KNFH egg production  

Credit: Jill Olson/FWS 
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Kooskia Chinook Brood Year 2013 

There are 665,960 Spring Chinook fry on station, at an average 35 fish per pound. These fish were fed 3,809 
pounds of feed and the feed conversion was 0.64 for the month.  Total mortality for September was 248.  The 
fish are on well water at an average of 50 degrees F.  The Idaho Fish Health Center evaluated the fish Sept 11 
and found health problems.   

 Kooskia Chinook Brood Year 2014 

Egg shocking and enumeration will start in late October.  For September, eggs have been monitored for fungus 
and daily TU’s. 

Kooskia Chinook Stream Egg Planting Brood Year 2014 

The Kooskia Hatchery has been working with NPTH, NPT Watershed and NPT Research Departments on coor-
dinating manpower and transportation for stream planting of over 1 million Spring Chinook eyed eggs for stream 
planting this month.  We will continue to work on this project into November.  When completed we will have 
planted over 2 million eggs this fall. Kent went to Oxbow Hatchery on two separate occasions to pick up Chi-
nook eggs and helped out-plant them into O’Hara Creek, Pete King Creek, Meadow Creek, and Selway River. 

Kooskia Adult Trap Operations:   

Trap will open the first of October to trap Coho brood stock. 

Hatchery Headlines: Kooskia 

Tours– 2, 6 people; Register– 175 visitors from 20 States, Canada, Germany, France, England 

Dworshak-   

On-site: September 19 Four members from the American Fisheries Society toured Dworshak Hatchery  

September 22 : Lewiston High School Student Anastasia Daniels toured the Complex and met with Laura Sprague and Jill 
 Olson to develop her Senior Thesis regarding the impacts of  invasive species on native fish populations. 

Off-site:  September 29: Anastasia Daniels and Jill Olson met up with the NPT Lamprey Team for local field sampling as 
 part of Anastasia’s Senior Thesis.  

Kooskia:  There were 341 visitors to the hatchery during this month; this figure is compiled by staff.  The weather was good 
and the hatchery is a good resting point between Missoula and Lewiston.  

Information and Education Corner 

This activity report is implemented by the Tribal Fish Hatchery Manager, Kent Hills.  All information in this 
report was collected and or performed by the hatchery staff during the preceding month.   

Under SRBA and the Clearwater Annual Operating Plan, the Tribe, Service and Idaho Fish & Game have 
agreed to implement other fish production actions related to KNFH mitigation.  Reports will include additional 
information about other species reared, processed and released in relation to KNFH operations. 



 

 

 MORTALITY: 

o The average percent mortality for Clearwater stock Coho for the month was 0.06%.  

o Total monthly mortality after inventory was 229 collected by staff. 

GROWTH: 

o DNFH 

o Average fish per pound (fpp) decreased from 118.2 fpp to 74.9 fpp. 

o Average length increased from 2.89 inches to 3.37 inches. 

o KNFH 

o Average fpp decreased from 54.3 fpp to 46.7 fpp. 

o Average length increased from 3.75 inches to 3.94 inches. 

o Overall average fpp decreased from 105.42 fpp to 69.22 fpp. 

o Overall average length increased from 3.06 inches to 3.48 inches. 

FEED: 

o A total of 1322.5 pounds Bio-Oregon’s BioPro starter #2 crum, and 1.2mm feed was fed for the month. 

FISH HEALTH: 

o Monthly fish health samples were collected by Corrie Samson.  

REPORTS: NA 

MEETINGS/TRAINING: NA 
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Hatchery Headlines: Nez Perce Tribal Fisheries  At Dworshak 

 Number of Fish Weight (lbs.) FPP (average) Length (inch) 

BP 74 80,152 1,104 72.6 3.40 

BP 76 79,618 1,067 74.6 3.37 

BP 78 80,041 1,052 76.1 3.35 

BP 80 51,769 680 76.1 3.35 

TOTALS 363,887 5,452 69.22 3.48 

BP 82 72,307 1,548 46.7 3.94 

 

 

Table 1.  Brood year 2013 Coho inventory as of October 1, 2014.  

Performance September 2014 

 

Credit: Jill Olson/FWS 

 

Credit: Jill Olson/USFWS 

NPT Lamprey Lead, Tod 
Sween and Anastasia 
release lamprey juveniles 
after sampling. 

CONDITION FACTOR: Table below shows averages for all Coho BPs. 150 fish / pond  sampled. 
Condition Factor = weight / length3* 100000 

BP LENGTH (mm) WEIGHT (g) CONDITION FACTOR 

74 81.54 6.48 1.20 

76 82.58 6.34 1.12 

78 79.67 6.44 1.27 

80 79.17 5.93 1.20 

82 96.44 9.73 1.09 

Lewiston High School 
student Anastasia 
Daniels helps NPT 
Lamprey team as part 
of  her senior  thesis. 
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Idaho Fish Health Center—September 2014 

Bacteriology: Laura performed bacteriology on 10 cases, including hatchery inspections, diagnostic cases and wild fish survey.  
18 identifications were made by either PCR or API.  

Virology:  Corie ran a total of 79 samples representing 365 fish from Dworshak NFH, Kooskia National Fish Hatchery, Nez 
Perce Tribal Hatchery, Hagerman National Fish Hatchery and the Wild Fish Health Survey.  Corie ran 410 blind passes repre-
senting 1643 fish from Dworshak NFH, Kooskia NFH, Nez Perce Tribal Hatchery – Lamprey program, IDFG –Clearwater, 
Black Canyon Trout Farm and the Wild Fish Health Survey. 

PCR: Laura extracted and processed 16 bacterial samples for CWD, and 70 Hagerman NFH samples for Nucleospora salmonis 
(NS). Rick screened adult kokanee salmon collected from Isabella Creek for epizootic epitheliotropic disease virus. Rick 
screened all the recovered Kooskia IHNv study adult spring Chinook salmon from the four spawn takes in August and Septem-
ber for the IHNv using the RT-rtPCR molecular screening technique. Although the number of recovered fish at spawning that 
were initially screened for IHNv at the time of trapping at Kooskia NFH was low because of the high mortality in the holding 
pond at Dworshak NFH, the prevalence of IHNv was higher than last year in both males and females.   

ELISA: Guppy analyzed 498 samples by the ELISA test for Bacterial Kidney Disease (Renibacterium salmoninarum) on 9/8-
9/9.  She also tested 120 samples on 9/11-9/12.  These primarily included samples from Dworshak NFH, Kooskia NFH, and Nez 
Perce Tribal Hatchery spring Chinook spawning female adults. Two additional cases were from the Sweetwater acclimation site 
pre-release exam and a Clearwater State Hatchery SCS transfer to NPTH. 

Parasitology: Rick completed screening for Myxobolus cerebralis for two, sixty fish lots for a commercial hatchery inspection 
and for the spring Chinook salmon Sweetwater acclimation site pre-release exam and a Clearwater State Hatchery spring Chi-
nook salmon transfer to NPTH. 

FWS Hatcheries 

Kooskia: Guppy visited Kooskia on 9/10 for routine exam.  Fish appeared healthy in spite of low oxygen levels as is typical for 
this time of year at this facility. Rick, Corie and Jill collected inspection and IHNv study samples from the last spring Chinook 
salmon spawn for Kooskia on September 2.  Rick and Jill helped production and FRO with the final sort of the remaining adult 
spring Chinook salmon in the brood stock holding ponds and collected the remaining IHNv samples from Kooskia SCS on Sep-
tember 4. 

Hagerman: Corie and Guppy traveled to Hagerman September 4.  While there they conducted a prerelease examination on the 
Rainbow trout, a pre-ponding examination on the RAS group and the RAS control group.  They also rechecked the steelhead in 
the bottom deck for Ichthyophthirius (Ich) levels.  Hagerman staff had placed sentinel fish in Bickel and Riley creeks along with 
setting traps to catch sculpin from both creeks.  No sculpin were caught from Bickel creek and the sentinel fish did not show any 
Ich.   Ich were observed on both sentinel fish and sculpin from Riley creek.   

Hagerman staff shipped steelhead from Hatch 1 that appeared to have “tail rot.”  Upon arrival it was noted that the adipose fin 
clips may have been too deep causing a bacterial infection and lesions.  It was recommended that hatchery staff speak with the 
taggers.  Tank 1 was also exposed to “Ich positive water” during transport to the tagging trailer.  It was recommended that Hatch 
1 undergo a prophylactic formalin treatment.   

Corie traveled to Hagerman 9/18 to recheck Ich levels on the steelhead.  No parasites could be found on the fish examined from 
the top deck.  One adult Ich was observed on the fish from the middle deck and 3 Ich were found on both the skin and gills of 
the bottom deck.  All decks were still exhibiting moderate levels of flashing.  It was recommended to continue formalin treat-
ments 3 times per week.  Hatch 1 fish were examined for Ich.  No parasites were observed. 

Dworshak: Corie, Rick and Guppy participated in a Chinook HET meeting on 9/11.  Guppy gave a presentation on the fish 
health IHNV pit tag study using Kooskia SCS including the purpose and results of the study so far. 



 

 

Dworshak   
 Finished mixed cell header installation. 
 Youth challenge cadets cleaned up electrical yard behind generator building and repaired 

NPT fishing access trail 
 Facility crack seal performed by Stripes a Lot 
 Tested incubation 15 hp pumps, documented results for BPA reimbursement 
 Repair bicycle tire 
 Adjust Gate valve at biofilter system II 
 Repaired finger weir pond 9 
 Repaired eyewash station in lab 
 Replace washer pump in Chevy Trailblazer 
 Incubation air dryer filter changes 
 Water fountain filter change 
 Cleaned vehicles 
 Generator test runs 
 Replaced aluminum stairs on A bank 
 Installed Main Pump #1 in main pump house 
 

Kooskia  
Sep 02: Kent, Kenny, Art and Lindy went to DNFH to spawn, 176 females 
 were spawned, 99 of those were spawned for Clearwater Hatchery, the  
 remaining 77 will go to Kooskia. 
 
Sep 09: Kent went to Rapid River Hatchery and picked up 127 adult Salmon  
 And transported them to McComas Meadows and released them 
 for natural spawning. 
 
Sep 10: Kent & Art repaired the kitchen sink drain in Quarters 2. 
 
Sep 12: The chiller stopped working, upon investigation, it was determined 
 that one of the motors on the condenser failed causing the power to   
 blow a fuse.  Gerry and Kent rerouted the power from the damaged 
 motor, replaced the fuse and the chiller became operational again.  
 
Sep 17: Replaced two condenser motors on the chiller, it was determined upon  
 startup that one of the compressors was faulty, Kent contacted  
 Guardian Heating and Air Conditioning to have it replaced. 
 
Sep 22: Poe Construction arrived at the hatchery to begin replacing all the 
 pavement on the hatchery.  
 
Sep 22: Irrigation apparatus was dismantled and put in storage.  
 
Sep 23: Kent went to Oxbow hatchery to pick up Chinook eggs and out plant 
 them, 187,431 went to O’Hara Creek and 187,432 went to Pete 
 King Creek. 
 
Sep 29: Kent went to Oxbow Hatchery, picked up Chinook eggs and outplanted 363,559   
 into Meadow Creek, 350,465 were planted into the Selway River. 
 
Sep 30: Poe Construction finished the paving project.  
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Credit: USFWS 

 

Credit:  NPT-Kooskia 

Credit: USFWS 

Maintenance 
worker Rick King 
and Fish Culturist 
Rob Bohn install 
new aluminum 
headers in the 
mixed cell units. 

Maintenance Activities    September 2014 

Poe Construction 
replaced pavement 
at KNFH 
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Idaho Fish Health Center (continued from page 5) 
Guppy examined fish from BP 30 on 9/2 and BP 40 on 9/9.  These were additional ponds found positive for the IHN virus 
in System 2.  Fish from BP 40 were also found positive for Flavobacterium psychrophillum, causative agent for Coldwater 
Disease.  

Rick collected kidney samples from Take 4 spring Chinook salmon spawn on September 2 for ELISA screening for Bacte-
rial Kidney Disease (Renibacterium salmoninarum). 

Rick conducted routine monthly monitoring on spring Chinook salmon in the low density and high density B bank race-
ways. Minor flashing was observed which was contributed to moderate levels of the gram negative intracellular bacteria, 
causing epithelocystis.    

NEZ PERCE TRIBE:  

Corie examined the Coho on 9/30.  Fish looked healthy at this time.  

Wild Fish Survey: Laura and Rick assisted Sean Wilson of IDFG with collection of adult Kokanee on Isabella Creek. 60 
fish were collected and analyzed for virus and bacterial pathogens.  

Laura helped Sonia finish up the companion Document to WFS db and get it to the UAT to pass on to Kari Duncan.  Laura 
attended UAT conference call this month on Sept 11. 

Other: 

Laura and Jill assisted Lewiston high school student, Anastasia Daniels, with her senior project about Aquatic invasive spe-
cies.  Each student has to spend a minimum of 16 hours with a mentor.  Each student then must write an essay, develop a 20 
minute powerpoint and present to their classmates. 

Laura and Rick made a visit to the Spokane credentialing center to pick up smart cards on 9/18 

Guppy attended a national fish health center conference call hosted by Joel Bader, National Aquatic Animal Health Coordi-
nator on 9/8 and a Region 1 project leader conference call also on 9/8. 

Laura and Guppy submitted the history of lamprey pathogen detections at the Idaho FHC to Aaron Jackson of the Umatilla 
Tribe to contribute to a lamprey disease paper for the Northwest. 

Laura, Corie, and Guppy completed health inspection reports for University of Idaho burbot and for Black Canyon Trout 
Farm. 

All staff participated in fire extinguisher training on 9/10 given by Corps of Engineers safety officer Scott Feldmann. 

Rick cleaned out the storage area called the cage. He installed new cabinets and shelving in the cage for the storage of cool-
ers and miscellaneous laboratory supplies.   

In accordance with restructuring of the fish health program in Region 1, Guppy attended meeting with representatives from 
the Washington Animal Disease Diagnostic Laboratory at the Regional Office in Portland on 9/16.  Also, all staff submitted 
comments regarding the advantages of keeping a FWS FHC in Region 1 as requested. 

As the current chair, Guppy helped organize and ran a Pacific Northwest Fish Health Protection Committee meeting held in 
Lewiston on 9/23-24.  Speakers from the Western Fisheries Research Center and British Columbia, Canada gave infor-
mation and expertise on the Piscine Reovirus and IHN virus. Speakers also came from the Univ of Idaho, Washington State 
Univ. and Dworshak NFH. Corie also assisted Guppy and Rick was able to attend the first day session.  

All staff met with Regional fish health program manager Andy Goodwin on the morning of 9/25. 

Guppy resubmitted the organizational chart for the Idaho FHC for signature by the Regional Office. 
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Aquatic Conservation 

 
 

Credit:  NPT-Kooskia 

Meetings….Training….Travel 

Kooskia: 

Sep 02:  Kent & Kenny had a meeting at Kooskia Hatchery with Mike Piechowski from 
 Boise and Nicolas Hiebert from /Lewiston, both are with the Dept of Environ
 mental Quality.  The purpose for this meeting was to inspect our water discharge 
 permit and water quality sampling.  After the permit inspection and a tour of the 
 hatchery and water sampling stations, it was determined it was determined the 
 hatchery was within the guidelines of the permit. 

Sep 22:  Kent and Gerry had a meeting with Poe Construction prior to beginning the re
 paving project. 

Sep 23:  Art attended the Coldwater Fish Culture class at Meadows in the Orofino Area, t
 his was a three day class and will finalize the training. 

Jody’s Report from Salmon 

 Spent two weeks in Turkey touring Istanbul, Cappadocia area and hiking the 
Lycian Way.   :  ) 

 Putting finishing touches on the IFRO Aquatic Conservation Strategic Plan  

 Met with Nancy Leonard (NPCC) and Neil Ward (QW Consultants) to assist the 
Council with their bull trout “Dashboard” and identification of High Level Indicators 
(HLI).  We reviewed the new draft recovery plan and developed some action items to 
be addressed before our November meeting. 

 Continued work on the Aquatic Conservation Strategic Plan, and forwarded the latest 
version to Jody Brostrom for her additions to the plan. 

 Presented our bull trout monitoring efforts for Kootenai National Wildlife refuge via 
teleconference during the September ACT conference call. 

 Met with Sam Lohr, Carrie Bretz, and R.D. Nelle  at Kootenai NWR, and established 
a designated reach and sentinel monitoring sites for the aquatic climate change moni-
toring program on National Wildlife Refuges.  We also visited Little Pend Oreille 
NWR to field recon potential reaches and sites at that refuge 

 Initiated the final season of our bull trout snorkeling project on Myrtle Creek.  We 
completed 2 daytime samples, and 2 nighttime samples this month; 9 bull trout were 
observed.  

 
Credit:  NPT-Kooskia 

Kent picked up 127 adult 
Salmon from Rapid River 
and Released them in 
McComas Meadows  

Credit:  NPT-Kooskia 

Kent went to Oxbow hatchery 
to pick up Chinook eggs and 
out plant them . 

187,431 to O’Hara Creek 
187,432 to Pete King Creek 

363,559 to Meadow Creek, 
350,465 to Selway River. 
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Thank you to all of the Volunteers and Interns! 

We had a very successful Spring Chinook spawning 
season.  We couldn’t have gotten it done without 

YOU! 



 

 

Administrative Activities 
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Staff Birthdays 

Staff List 
Complex Management 

Steve Rodgers, Complex Manager 
Mark Drobish, Dworshak NFH Manager 
Mike Tuell, SRBA Coordinator 
Nate Wiese, Assistant Hatchery Manager 
Dr. Marilyn “Guppy” Blair, Idaho Fish Health 
Ctr. 
Mike Faler, Aquatic Conservation Lead 
Adam Izbicki, Maintenance Supervisor 
Dr. William Conner , Fall Chinook Research 
Lead 
Kent Hills, Kooskia NFH Manager 
Dr. Chris Peery, Fish Production M&E Lead 
 
Dworshak Production Staff 
Angela Feldmann, Jill Olson, Rob Bohn, Wayne 
Hamilton, Tom Tighe, Mike Bisbee, Tui Moliga, 
Lou Ann Lasswell, Steve Coomer,  Jeremy   
Sommer, Carter Lopez, Casey Mitchell 
 
 

Administration 
Penny Hasenoehrl, Steve Bradbury, Randy  
Bowen 
Maintenance 
Adam Izbicki, Terry Weeks, Rick King, Rob 
Kellar, James Oatman, Scott Koehler,  James 
Paddelty, Melissa Wright, Joe Livesay 
 
Idaho Fish Health Center 
Dr. Marilyn Blair, Laura Sprague, Corie Samson, 
Rick Cordes, Chelsea Weeks 
 
Idaho Fishery Resource Office 
Ray Jones, Aaron Garcia, Carrie Bretz, Frank 
Mullins, Jody Brostrom, Ken Bugler, John Hook, 
Brad Buechel  
 
Kooskia National Fish Hatchery 
Art Broncheau, Kenny Simpson, Gerry Fogelman 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Tom Tighe 
Ken Bugler 

 
 
  

 

Credit:  NPT-Kooskia 

  

 

Credit:  NPT-Kooskia 

 

Personnel Actions :    Safety Incidents: 

DNFH:  2       None Reported 

IFRO:  0 

IFHC:  0 

KNFH:  n/a 

Service Comp Anniversaries: 

Joe Livesay 

Tom Tighe 

Randy Bowen 

Ken Bugler 

Corie Samson 
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