
Friends and acquaintances 
routinely ask me if we are 
busy at the hatchery.    My 
standard answer is “We are 
always busy.”  There is no 
time period when something 
isn’t happening at the hatch-
ery.  We have eggs in the 
hatchery every month except 
June and July.  We always 
have fish in the hatchery.  We 
always have a least one brood 
year of fish on station and for 
much of the year we have 2 
brood years on station.  We 
never have a time period 
when nothing is here and 
nothing is going on.  We have 
been operating one cycle af-
ter another, continuously 
since 1969.  It is a challenge 
to keep going without ever 
having “down time.”  Most 
places need “down time” to 

think, plan repair, replace and 
communicate.  We don’t have 
that luxury yet we keep plug-
ging along and getting things 
done.  I think the success this 
facility achieves year after 
year is a tribute to everyone 
that works here.  An image of 
the Energizer Bunny pops 
into my head.  We just keep 
going and going and go-
ing……… 

  
 Larry Peltz 

Manager’s Message…. 

Production Summary: Dworshak National Fish  
Hatchery 

     Dworshak Fisheries Complex    
     Monthly Activity Report 

Special points of 
interest: 

 Total Fish/Eggs on 
station at Dwors-
hak: 5,595,439 

 Total Fish/Eggs on 
station at Kooskia: 
1,751,657 

 386 spawned adult 
steelhead were 
donated to a local 
food bank in Feb-
ruary 

 The Hatchery in 
the Classroom 
project is reaching 
over 300 elemen-
tary and high 
school students 
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Figure 1.  Total Production—Fish on Station (2/29/12). 

 

 

 

 

 

SCS=Spring Chinook; COS= Coho; SST= Steelhead 

BY11 Chinook sac fry. 

Credit: Angela Feld-
mann/USFWS 
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Brood Year 2010 

At the end of the month, there were 330,330 on station in RW’s 16-21 averaging 25 fpp and 
123 mm (4.8 inches) total length.  Coho were treated with Terramycin 200 medicated feed for 
14 days during the month for Cold Water disease.  Mortality for the month averaged 0.58 per-
cent and water temperature averaged 41.3ºF.   

Hatchery Headlines: Dworshak  Coho Salmon (COS) 

Hatchery Headlines: Dworshak  Summer Steelhead (SST) 

Brood Year 2011  

At the end of the month there were a total of 2,177,173 BY11 SST on station in the BPs aver-
aging 7 fpp and 187 mm (7.4 inches) total length.  Mortality was 0.2 percent for the month and 
temperature averaged 41.4ºF in System I (reservoir water blended with river water) and 41.3ºF 
in Systems 2 and 3 (river water).   

Brood Year 2012 

Eggs from Takes 1-2 were enumerated and placed in hatching jars in the nursery. Enumerated 
eye-up for the first two Takes averaged 94 percent. There were approximately 635,000 sac fry 
in the nursery and 730,000 eggs from Takes 3-4 in incubation trays at the end of the month.  
Take 4 was spawned on February 28.   

Spawning of 144 females for the Nez Perce Tribe’s kelt program took place February 7-8. The 
females were air-spawned and transported to circular tanks at the west end of Dworshak hatch-
ery. Approximately 200 eggs from each fish were transported to the University of Idaho for 
fertilization and viability studies. The majority of eggs were frozen and will be used for kelt 
food.  No eggs from the kelts went into Dworshak production. 

Incubation temperature averaged 42F for the month.  There were 386 spawned-out broodstock 
which were anesthetized with carbon dioxide and donated to a local food bank by the end of 
the month. Fish anesthetized with MS222 were returned to the river for stream nutrification.  
Spawning of BY12 SST will continue in March. 
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“SCS Takes 2-

4 have been 

moved to the 

outside 

nursery at 

Kooskia NFH “ 

Staff move post 
spawn kelts to 
restoration tanks. 

Credit: Angela 
Feldmann/USFWS 

A basketful of steel-
head await spawn-
ing. 

Credit: Angela Feld-
mann/USFWS 

Total Fish on Station: Dworshak, 2/29/2012 

SP BY Location Number Wt (lbs) FPP L in L mm
SCS 10 RWs 1-15; 22-30 1,044,811 45,134 23 5.2 133
SCS 11 Incubation Trays 1,408,426 650 Sac Fry Sac Fry Sac Fry
COS 10 RWs 16-21 330,330 13,075 25.3 4.8 123

SST 12 Nursery 634,699 353 Sac Fry Sac Fry Sac Fry
SST 11 System I 890,899 107,840 8.3 7.0 178
SST 11 System II 987,892 148,749 6.6 7.5 192
SST 11 System III 298,382 47,708 6.3 7.7 196
SST 11 SST on feed Tot/Ave 2,177,173 304,650 7.1 7.4 187

5,595,439 363,509Total Fish/Fry on Station EOM



Kooskia NFH Monthly 
Activity Report: Febru-
ary, 2012 

This activity report is imple-
mented by the Tribal Fish 
Hatchery manager, Kent 
Hills.  All information in this 
report was collected and or 
performed by the hatchery 
staff during the preceding 
month.   

Under SRBA and the Clear-
water Annual Operating Plan, 
the Tribe, Service and Idaho 
Fish & Game have agreed to 
implement other fish produc-
tion actions related to KNFH 
mitigation.  Future reports 
will include additional infor-
mation about other species 
reared, processed and re-
leased in relation to KNFH 
operations; e.g., Coho, Steel-
head, and other spring Chi-
nook stocks.  

Kooskia Adult Trap Op-
erations Brood Year 
2012 

The weir on Clear Creek was 
put in place on February 17.  
The adult trap will start oper-

ation the middle of March for 
Steelhead collection. 

Kooskia Coho Brood 
Year 2011 

Total Coho sack fry on station 
is 417,931.  Coho personnel 
have been picking mortalities 
out of the trays this month 
and deterring fungus produc-
tion.  

Kooskia Chinook Brood 
Year 2010 

Number of fish on station at 
the end of the month was 
624,430 juvenile Chinook 
with an average size of 27 fpp 
at 4.98 inches (126 mm) 
length.  The fish in February 
showed a slight increase in 
size due to milder tempera-
tures.  Total feed consumed 
for the month was 2,112 lbs.  
Mortalities for the month to-
taled 1,910.  This is a chronic 
daily increase in the average 
mortality.  The Idaho Fish 
Health Center has taken pre-
release samples and the pre-
liminary evaluation was good 
for these fish.  Results for the 

bacterial and viral tests are 
still pending.  Clear Creek 
water temperature for the 
month was 41° F for a high 
and 32° F for the low.   

Kooskia Chinook Brood 
Year 2011 

All button-up fry have been 
tanked in the outside nursery 
area.  At the end of the month 
the fry are 840 to the pound 
and 1.58 inches (40 mm) 
long.  We have a total of 
709,296 on station.  Tanks 
four, nineteen, and twenty-
three are showing an elevated 
mortality the first part of the 
month.  The Idaho Fish 
Health Center was contacted 
and samples have been taken 
for evaluation.  Tank mortali-
ties have started to decline in 
these tanks at this time.  Out-
side nursery tank water tem-
perature for the month has 
been at 45 to 46° F.  

Hatchery Headlines: Kooskia 
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Kooskia NFH is owned by the USFWS 
and managed by Nez Perce Tribal 
Fisheries.  

Credit:USFWS 

Daily Operations 

2/2: Received starter feed from 
Bio-Oregon 

2/3: Readied tagging trailer for 
SCS PIT tagging 

2/16: SCS Take 2 moved to out-
side nursery vats 

2/23: SCS Take 3 moved to out-
side nursery vats 

2/24: Set up raceways for Coho 
smolt transfer from DNFH 

2/28:SCS Take 4 moved to out-
side nursery vats 

Brood Year 2010 (BY10) 

At the end of the month there were 1,044,811 BY10 SCS on station averaging 23 fish per pound (fpp) and 133 mm (5.2 inches) 
total length.  Mortality for the month averaged 0.07 percent and water temperature averaged 41.3ºF in the raceways (RWs).  

 

Brood Year 2011 (BY11)  

There were an estimated 1,408,426 BY11 SCS sac-fry in A and B-bank incubators. No SCS morts were picked during the 
month. Mortality for the month was projected at 0.09 percent and water temperature averaged 36.3ºF. The new chiller continues 
to be fine-tuned to delay development of these fry to allow for feeding to begin in April, 2012.    

Hatchery Headlines: Dworshak  Spring Chinook Salmon (SCS) 



Dworshak 
 
The access bridge to the hatchery was downgraded regarding its weight rating from 30 tons to 26 tons.  
The new rating is not sufficient to utilize the USACE trucks under normal operation to haul the 900K 
steelhead slated for off-site releases in the South Fork Clearwater River.  Logistical plans are underway 
to ensure we are successful in releasing these fish in a healthy condition at the appropriate release sites. 
 
 
Maintenance highlights for February: 
 

PM performed on Cushman Carts. 
Replaced failed A and C bank nursery tower fan FVD drives. 
Built O2 bottle holder for fish transport unit. 
Built new panel for boiler #2 enclosure. 
Replaced spawning water supply pump. 
Installed 110 V transformer on Nielson Pump. 
Readied Magic Valley and Nielson Pumps for SST out planting next month. 
Ordered and organized consumables for MIG and TIG welders. 
Ordered new Fire and Maintenance 15 HP pumps. 
Took Fish Truck to Rush Truck Center for annual Maintenance and DOT. 
Replaced front tires on fish truck (warranty, new tires were defective) 
Replaced hydrant near Maintenance Shop. 
Constructed egg incubation jars. 
Pumped out manholes. 
Installed automatic drain valves on air compressors. 
Serviced Ford Ranger. 
Repaired lift cables on 1989 Dodge flatbed lift gate. 
Serviced Mechanical II air compressors. 
Checked batteries on backup generators. 
Mechanical II boiler circulation pump PMs performed. 
Ordered lock out tag out supplies. 

Maintenance Activities 

Kooskia 

 

2/2: Performed fire extinguisher inspections. 

2/3: Performed and recorded monthly well water readings. 

2/6: Started cleaning the Bio-filter so we can start placing the spring Chinook in the out-side 
 nursery.  

2/14: Started the Bio filter and started filling outside nursery tanks. 

2/15: Adjusted well 5 at the mixing chamber.  Kenny collected water samples and transported to 
 the Anetek Lab for evaluation in Moscow.  

2/24: Installed new shocks on one Cushman cart. 

2/27: Test ran back-up generator system and tested the hatchery alarm system. 
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“The Hatchery 

access bridge 

weight rating  

was 

downgraded 

from 30 tons 

to 26 tons.“ 

Anglers enjoy a day of 
steelhead fishing.  

Credit: Angela Feld-
mann/USFWS 

Dworshak’s hatchery 
access bridge. 

Credit: Nate Wiese/
USFWS 
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Complex Hatcheries 

 

Kooskia: Monitoring exam for BY2010 was conducted by Guppy on 2/22.  SCS pre-release exam was performed on 2/29, 
results are pending.  BY2011 Tank 4 was also examined on 2/29 with bacteriology pending. 

Dworshak: SCS monitoring exam was conducted on 2/22 by Guppy. COS and SCS pre-releases were performed on 2/27, 
results are pending.  STT BPs 32 & 34 were examined on 2/6 by Liz and found positive for Trichodina. Formalin treatments 
were recommended.  

IFHC staff took fish health samples on  steelhead spawned dates on 2/28.  In addition, virus samples were taken from 30 new 
steelhead adults from the river on 2/15 and 2/28.   

 

NEZ PERCE TRIBE: SCS pre-release exam was performed on 2/23 by Laura and results are pending. No ICH seen!  Yay!  

Guppy wrote veterinary prescription for NPT kelt program for adult formalin treatments on 2/27.  

 

Bacteriology: Aeromonas salmonicida (furunculosis) was confirmed in Hagerman NFH STT by Liz. Dworshak NFH STT 
adults were negative for any reportable bacterial pathogens.   

Virology: Corie processed and plated on cell lines 96 new viral samples and 150 blind passes including: 80 new viral sam-
ples from Dworshak NFH fish and 95 blind passes; 4 new COS diagnostic samples; 12 samples from pre-release fish at 
NPTH and 60 blind passes were taken and re-ran on new cells.  

PCR: Laura processed Jan. and Feb. Hagerman NFH samples, and 200 samples from ovarian fluid and viral pellets from 
COS, SCS, FCS spawning adults from NPTH, DW, and KK.  Laura worked on cost estimates for QPCR for ISAV. 

 

Other:  

 

Lab Safety Plans were updated and reviewed by staff; Guppy submitted lab’s self-safety 
audit paperwork. 

Guppy compiled R1 and R8 updates for PNFHPC short report & submitted on 2/2. 

Corie and Guppy participated on all FHC conference call on 2/6. 

Guppy participated in a webinar as the aquatics representative for the AVMA humane 
slaughter panel on 2/7-8. 

Guppy attended RO Project Leader conference call 2/13. 

Guppy participated in the Pacific NW Fish Health Protection meeting on 2/14-16 and 
gave a presentation on VHSV ruling for APHIS. 

Corie attended the Clearwater AOP meeting on 2/16. 

New Term employee Rick Cordes started at lab on 2/27. 

Rick and Guppy participated in SCS HET meeting on 2/29. 

Laura drove to Umatilla for Billy Connor’s FCS study fish on 2/29. She brought back 2 lots for testing for transport permit. 

Idaho Fish Health Center 

A single Trichodina parasite. 

Credit: USFWS 



Dworshak 

2/7 Larry Peltz, Mark Drobish, and Ed Larson met with Lt. Colonel Caldwell 
from the COE to discuss Hatchery improvements.  

2/8 Terry Weeks, Ben Greene, Brent Goosen, Rick King, Adam Izbicki, Jim Oat-
man and Mark Drobish attended Lockout Tagout Training hosted and con-
ducted by Larry Deardorf, Dworshak Project, USACE.  The training was the 
onset of unifying procedures and record keeping between the USACE and 
Dworshak Hatchery to provide maximum safety protection to staff from both 
agencies since staff and resources are often shared to complete projects.  

2/8 Mark Drobish, Nate Wiese, and Angela Feldmann met with Tod Sween, 
Elmer Crow, and Ed Larson to discuss fish acquisition for Kid’s Fishing 
Day. 

2/9 Larry Peltz, Mark Drobish, and Nate Wiese attended a SRBA meeting with 
NPT. 

2/16 Nate Wiese and Mark Drobish attended the Clearwater River Annual Operat-
ing Plan meeting at the Clearwater Hatchery on the 16th. 

2/17 Ann Setter and Ken Fone, USACE biologists visited the hatchery to discuss 
various facility assets and update information in their Asset Management 
Requirements Identification and Prioritization (AMRIP) system.  This soft-
ware incorporates schedules and projected costs linked with the various as-
sets.  

2/17 The new welder was delivered, set up and an operational training was provid-
ed to staff. 

2/22 Angela Feldmann conducted volunteer orientation for the volunteers provid-
ing tours to the various school groups.  A relaxing lunch and social followed.  
Don’t know what we would do without our awesome volunteers!  

2/28 Scott Carlson, Regional Director for Raul Labrador (House) and Mike Han-
na, Regional Director for James Risch (Senate) met with Mark Drobish and 
Ed Larson to discuss the hatcheries needs.  Scott and Mike are advocates for 
the hatchery in support of a new reservoir water line for the Clearwater 
Hatchery resulting in Dworshak taking over the existing reservoir as well as 
upgrading the hatchery to state of the art technology with circular tanks with 
reuse while also addressing/correcting the facilities violations relative to the 
Clear Water Act.  

2/29 Thomas Trock and Angela Feldmann met with the Hatchery Evaluation 
Team to discuss SCS and SST release operations. 

2/29 Angela Feldmann and Ed Larson met with Tod Sween and Elmer Crow for a 
Kid’s Fishing Day planning meeting. 

Kooskia 

2/1-2 NPT Fisheries Management Meetings, Riggins, ID 

2/21-22 Dept. of Fisheries Resource Meeting in Lewiston 

2/29 Kent attended HET meeting at DNFH 

Meetings….Training….Travel 
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Students get a 
birds eye view of 
spawning 

Credit: Angela 
Feldmann/USFWS 

Volunteers in 
action! Spawning 
a male Chinook. 

Credit: Angela 
Feldmann/USFWS 

“Scott Carlson, 

Regional Director 

for Raul Labrador 

(House) and Mike 

Hanna, Regional 

Director for 

James Risch 

(Senate) visited 

the hatchery this 

month.“ 
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Years of Service 

Angela Feldmann, 12 years 

Administrative Activities 

Safety 

The annual safety checks were completed on the four hatchery residences during the month.  During the 
checks maintenance needs were identified for each and included in work orders for repair/upgrade.  

Personnel Actions  

Jim Oatman, Nez Perce Tribal electrician officially joined the Dworshak Team on the 21st of February.  
Jim previously served as the electrician for the Nez Perce Tribal Hatchery.  We’re grateful to have Jim on 
board!  

Other Activities 

Property inventories were completed during the month. 

February Birthdays 

Ben Green 

Steve Bradbury 

Ray Jones 

Ed Larson 

Emersyn Wiese 

Staff Service Anniversaries and Birthdays 

Information and Education Corner 

Dworshak 

Stats: Tours-1, 21 people; Register– 146 visitors from 6 states; Volunteers 5, 31.5 hours; Website visitors– 343; Blog Visitors– 
411 from 10 countries!  

On Site: 

There were three articles posted to Dworshak Fisheries Complex Blog. Please visit the site: The Fish Ladder: Notes from Dworshak 
Fisheries Complex, and feel free to contribute with articles or comments!  

Hatchery in the Classroom is taking off! We delivered eggs to 14 classrooms this month.  

Angela organized and participated in 2 Kid’s Fishing Day planning meetings. 

Angela coordinated a volunteer training and lunch for the 2012 tour season. We discussed the new tour route and biosecurity 
measures. 

As we continue steelhead spawning Angela has coordinated volunteers to assist with spawning efforts and school tours. 

Off Site: 

The Hatchery provided an aquarium for Pacific Lamprey Day at Nez Perce National Historical Park 

Angela set up a HIC aquarium and gave a presentation to the 4th grade class at Prairie Elementary in Cottonwood, ID. 

Kooskia 

Hatchery personnel are trying to keep count of visitors to the grounds. There were approximately 72 visitors for the month by 
the manual count. 

We are currently strate-
gizing how best to re-
place DNFH access 
bridge. 

Credit: Nate Wiese/
USFWS 

http://bit.ly/veDZgO�
http://bit.ly/veDZgO�
http://bit.ly/veDZgO�
http://bit.ly/veDZgO�


 
 

Staff List 

Complex Management 

Larry Peltz, Complex Manager 
Ed Larson, Nez Perce Tribe Co-Manager 
Mark Drobish, Hatchery Manager 
Nathan Wiese, Assistant Hatchery Manager 
Jack Christiansen, Aquatic Engineer 
 
Dworshak Production Staff 
 
Thomas Trock, Mark Bright,  Angela Feld-
mann, Jill Olson, John Vargas, Rick Allain, 
Rob Bohn, Wayne Hamilton, Ben Wright,  
 
Nez Perce Tribe Production Program 
 
Mike Bisbee, Tuianna Moliga, Lou Ann 
Lasswell, Steve Coomer, AJ Sisto, Clarice 
Holt 
 
Administration 
 
Joan George, Penny Hasenoehrl, Steve 
Bradbury 
 
Maintenance 
 
Adam Izbicki, Ben Greene, Terry Weeks, 
Rick King, Brent Goosen, Rob Kellar, Ger-
ald “Scooter” Stretsbery 
 
Idaho Fish Health Center 
 
Dr. Marilyn Blair, Liz Steiner, Laura Spra-
gue, Corie Samson 
 
Idaho Fishery Resource Office 
 
Howard Burge, Mike Faler, Dr. William 
Conner, Ray Jones, Aaron Garcia, Carrie 
Bretz, Frank Mullins, Tom Biladeau, Dr. 
Chris Peery, Jody Brostrom, Randy Bowen, 
 
Kooskia National Fish Hatchery 
 
Kent Hills, Art Broncheau, Kenny Simpson, 
Gerry Fogelman 
 

Nez Perce Tribe and Dworshak NFH Production, Maintenance, and Administrative staff. 

Credit: Angela Feldmann/USFWS 

Team Member of the Month: AJ Sisto 

This month’s featured employee is AJ Sisto of Nez 
Perce Tribal Fisheries. AJ has been working at 
Dworshak for two years as a fish technician. He en-
joys the knowledge and experience he is gaining here 
and likes the hands on fisheries education he has 
received. He really appreciates the knowledge he has 
gained regarding the health and vulnerability of the 
fish and what can be done to keep the fish healthy 
through release.  

AJ has been pursuing a degree in Business Admin-
istration from Haskell Indian Nations University. He 
very close to earning his bachelor’s degree- only one credit to go! AJ plans 
on continuing his career with the Nez Perce Tribe and strives to” help better 
my tribe with higher education and open doors for others as well.”  

AJ smiling as usual. 

Credit: USFWS 
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