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many are going up the
Salmon? How long will
the season last? These
questions and more are
sprinkled into conversa-
tions all over Idaho and the
Pacific Northwest. Based
on the number of conver-
sations, it is easy to as-
sume that Chinook salmon
are important in this part
of the world. The hatchery
raises Chinook. The FRO

nook are important, it is
easy for me to tell all staff
they are doing important
work. Keep your fingers
crossed that we get a good
return of Chinook. Then
we can also add that our
work is not only important,
but it is also good. Thanks
to everyone for another
good month.
Larry Peltz
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Landslide at Leitch

Creek above KNFH
water intake. Normally
the creek runs down
the left side of the
road!

Credit: Kent Hills/NPT

“Over 2.1
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steelhead were
released
during the
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April.”
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Hatchery Headlines: Dworshak Spring Chinook Salmon (SCS)
Brood Year 2010 (BY10)

There were 1,678 BY 10 SCS held at Dworshak until April 2. The SCS were then transferred to
Sandy Downing from NOAA Fisheries at the NW Fisheries Science Center in Pasco, Washing-
ton. These fish will be used for research to test new PIT tag equipment as the fish migrate
through Little Goose Dam and the Columbia River system.

Brood Year 2011 (BY11)

There were an estimated 1,244,722 BY11 SCS sac-fry from Takes 2-4 were ponded from A
and B-bank incubators into RWs 3-12 on April 12-13. These fish started on feed on April 14.
There were also an estimated 163,000 sac fry from Take 1 moved from incubators to RWs 1-2
on March 30. These fish started on feed April 1. There were 6,214 (0.44%) SCS morts picked
in the raceways during the month. SCS were estimated at 2000 fpp at ponding. Water tempera-
ture averaged 41.0°F in the RWs.

Hatchery Headlines: Dworshak Fall Chinook Salmon (FCS)

Approximately 336,000 FCS were trucked from Umatilla Hatchery to Dworshak on April 17-
18. These fish will be reared in the B Bank raceways, Passive Integrated Tagged (PIT), and
then transported off-station for release. These fish are part of the transportation study that Billy
Conner is heading up. This is the final year of this study.

Hatchery Headlines: Dworshak Summer Steelhead (SST)
Brood Year 2011

All SST were released in the month of April. A total of 952,814 SST were out-planted and
1,219,032 SST were direct released. Total weight of fish released was 354,745 Ibs at 6.1 fpp,
7.8 in (197.0mm).

Brood Year 2012

Eggs from Takes 6-7 were enumerated and placed in hatching jars in the nursery. Enumerated
eye-up for the first seven egg-takes averaged 93 percent. There were approximately 2,000,000
fish on feed from Takes 1-5 along with 800,000 eggs/sac fry from Takes 6-7 in the nursery at
the end of the month. Eggs from Take 8 were in the incubators at the end of the month. Incu-
bation temperature averaged 53.7°F and nursery temperature averaged 53.4°F for the month.

There were 75 female SST spawned for Dworshak and 33 spawned for Magic Valley. Magic
Valley State Fish Hatchery eggs were transferred to Clearwater Hatchery as green eggs the
same day as spawning.

There were 220 spawned-out broodstock which were anesthetized with carbon dioxide and
donated to a local food bank during the month. Four carcasses were saved for I & E classroom
dissections.

Hatchery Headlines: Dworshak Coho Salmon (COS)

Brood Year 2010

There were no Coho on station during the month of April. BY2011 Coho will be transferred to
Dworshak from Kooskia in May.
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Hatchery Headlines: Kooskia
Kooskia NFH Monthly Activity Report

This activity report is implemented by the Tribal Fish Hatchery manager, Kent Hills. All infor-
mation in this report was collected and or performed by the hatchery staff during the preceding
month.

Under SRBA and the Clearwater Annual Operating Plan, the Tribe, Service and Idaho Fish &
Game have agreed to implement other fish production actions related to KNFH mitigation. Re-
ports will include additional information about other species reared, processed and released in
relation to KNFH operations.

Kooskia Adult Trap Operations Brood Year 2012

The weir on Clear Creek was put in place on February 17. The adult trap was started on April 2™
for Steelhead collection and operated Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. Steelhead, in the trap,
were evaluated on April 5 and 12 and the trap closed at that time. Trapping data can be seen on
the last page. The trap will be opened for spring Chinook trapping on May 15" and will operate
three days a week with fish sorted the end of each week. Trap operation will continue until
broodstock needs for the Clearwater Basin hatchery and subsistence needs are met; or water tem-
peratures get too high for trapping.

Kooskia Coho Brood Year 2011

All Coho are in the nursery tanks and doing well. Total Coho fry on station is 403,366. Coho
personnel have been feeding fry, cleaning vats, and picking mortalities. Coho are being reared in
23 nursery vats and measure 2.58 in, 167 fpp. The average percent mortality for Clearwater stock
Coho during April was 0.24%. Coho will be transported back to DNFH the first of May.

Kooskia Chinook Brood Year 2011

Fry are growing well and have a very low mortality for the month. At the end of the month, the
fry are 228.1 fish to the pound and 2.44 inches (62 mm) long. We have a total of 703,169 on
station. The Idaho Fish Health Center is performing some culture evaluations on tank thirty two
and nothing positive was found. Outside nursery tank water temperature for the month has been
at45to0 49°F.

Total Fish on Station: Dworshak, 4/30/2012

Page 3

Kooskia NFH is owned by the USF'
and managed by Nez Perce Tribal
Fisheries.

Credit:USFWS

SP | BY Location Number | Wt (Ibs) FPP Lin | L mm

SCS| 11 RWs 1-12 1,398,786 885 1,581 1.3 33

SST| 12 Nursery 2,106,098 | 3,089 682 1.6 41

FSC| 11 RWs 24,27 336,183 1,376 244 2.3 58

Total Fish/Fry on Station EOM 3,841,067 | 5,350




Brent and Terry weld
new legs on degas-
sing towers in SCS
raceways.

Credit: Angela Feld-
mann/USFWS

“Adult trap at
Kooskia is
closed until
June 17th.”

Release pipe into Lolo
Creek

Credit: Ed Larson/NPT
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Maintenance Activities
Dworshak

Replaced trash rake motor and brake assembly
Replaced sliding glass door quarters #3

Repaired Cushman cart tires

Main pump #1 Electric motor in for rebuild

Began repairing ground loop currents on boilers
Installed UPS on the boiler PLC

Installed system III new effluent pump

Replaced motor in Mech I air compressor

Repaired quarters hearths in all four quarters, bring up to safety code
CO detectors installed in hatchery quarters

Chiller condenser loop moved to reservoir supply
Chiller evaporator canister filter installed

New seat installed in JD Gator

Repaired john Deere lawn tractor broken body panels
Pressure washers repaired

Signs installed on bridge

Repaired counter top and live wells at Fish Health Lab
Batteries filled on crowder, lift truck, and Cushman carts
Installed new stop sign at hatchery entrance
Purchased new partitions for public restrooms

480 plugs for fish pumps completed on sys I & 11

Kooskia

4/02:  Cleaned and opened the adult trap for collecting Steelhead. Cleaned intake grates and screen
chamber.

4/03:  Adjusted the set point on the new pump contactors and cut off the handle on the intake valve
for pump one so it can be turned all the way on; assisted with the tanker truck unloading at Clear
Creek Bridge; The two-horse well pump was turned off and the fifteen-horse pumps were turned on.

4/05:  Sorted adult steelhead and closed the trap. Two female wild fish were interrogated and trans-
ported up Clear Creek to the bridge.

4/09:  Opened adult trap and shoveled sand out of burrows ponds for cleaning. All creek water was
turned off to the burrow ponds and pond maintenance was started.

4/11:  Bio filter cleaning was started for the year.

4/12:  Cleaned out the trap pump basin so we can use the pump for filling tanker trucks for adult
loading. Sorted adult steelhead and closed the trap. Hatchery fish were released in the South Fork of
Clearwater and wild fish were released at the second Clear Creek Bridge. The trap was closed for
adult steelhead trapping and won’t be opened for Chinook trapping until June 17th.

4/23:  Turned on the big chiller. Water flow to the inside vats was increased.

4/24:  Plans for the domestic water system were evaluated and Mark Harris in the Regional office
was contacted with some concerns on pipe size being used and alarm control options. The screen
chamber was cleaned and debris removed from the water collection area by changing the water flow
through the Obermeyer weirs.

4/26:  KNFH had a power outage from 7:40pm to 11:00pm. The back-up generator for the chiller
failed to auto start and had to be started manually. During the outage, the overload on well 5 tripped
out and had to be reset. We checked the amperage on each leg of power and the pump was drawing
the appropriate amperage so we adjusted the sensitivity of the unit.

4/30:  We performed some hatchery training with Kenny and Art on starting generators and where
to start looking for water problems on the wells.
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Idaho Fish Health Center
Complex Hatcheries

Kooskia: Guppy visited on 4/ 24 for monthly monitoring. SCS appeared healthy at this time.

Dworshak: Fish health samples were taken at each STT spawning during this month including 4/3 and 4/17. 100% individ-
ual ovarian fluid samples were taken on 4/3 for eggs destined for Magic Valley State Hatchery. On 4/17, 30 adults fresh
from the Clearwater River were sampled individually for virus.

NEZ PERCE TRIBE: : Pre-release fall Chinook fingerlings at the Sweetwater rearing station were examined by Rick on
April 9 after report of whirling behavior and dorsal lesions. The FCS were treated with formalin prior to visit. The whirling
behavior was not observed during the visit and no external parasites were observed upon examination of the skin or gills.
Dorsal lesions were the result of adipose fin clips on a few fish that were too deep. No further treatment recommended.

Rick visited the acclimation site at North Lapwai. There he collected pre-release sub-yearling fall Chinook salmon on April
25.

Pre-release exam was performed for the NPT FCAP program at the Big Canyon acclimation site on 4/2.

Laura performed monthly monitoring on FCS at NPTH on 4/24. There were increased mortalities; the fish were treated with
formalin bath for external parasites such as Schyphidia and Trichodina.

Bacteriology: No reportable bacteria were found this month.
Virology: For cell culture, Corie ran 223 new samples for the month of April, also 441 blind passes were done.

PCR: Laura extracted and processed 184 samples from viral pellets for Nucleospora salmonis. She also ran through the
PCR process: extracting samples, making master mix, amplification of samples and running gels for student Johnny Shelley.

ELISA: Guppy tested 344 prerelease samples for R. salmonicida by ELISA on 4/25-26.
Other:
Corie examined fish on 4/4 for the Lapwai School.

Rick visited the Western Fisheries Research Center in Seattle with Laura Sprague to receive training in the extraction and
running reverse transcriptase-rPCR for the viral RNA fish pathogens Infectious Hematopoitic Necrosis virus and Infectious
Salmon Anemia virus. They also visited the staff at the Region 1, Olympia Fish Health Center at the same time.

Guppy participated in conference call of all FHCs regarding the FWS Aquatic Animal Health Policy and plans for national
FHC ring testing for virus on 4/2. Guppy forwarded the ring testing information to APHIS to serve as pilot testing for na-
tional aquaculture laboratory proficiency testing through the National Aquatic Animal Health Plan.

Guppy provided information on humane slaughter for food fish and an update on her in-
volvement with the American Veterinary Medical Association humane slaughter panel for
a Project Leader conference call on 4/9.

Guppy attended FBMS conference call on 4/11.

Guppy participated in Project Leader Meeting on 4/18-19 in Boise and gave presentation
on highlights of recent accomplishments of the Idaho FHC.

Veterinary student Johnny Shelley from Louisiana began externship at [daho FHC on 4/23
until 5/18. Guppy chaired AFS-Fish Health Section Policy and Position Development
Committee conference call on 3/29.

Gills exhibiting heavy gas bubble
disease

Credit: IFHC/USFWS
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Meetings....Training....Travel

Dworshak
4/1-4/4 Larry Peltz and Jack Christiansen traveled to Boise and met with LSRCP
R e staff. Traveled to American Falls and met with Shoshone-Bannock Tribal
SST sac fry in Staff concerning their new hatchery
retrofitted . . .
upwelling jars 4/17-4/18 Terry Weeks, Rob Bohn, and Rick King traveled to Umatilla Hatchery to
Credit: Angela transport fall Chinook salmon to Dworshak
Fel FW!
SRS 4/18-4/19 Larry Peltz, Mark Drobish, Jack Christiansen, Howard Burge, Mike Faler,
Guppy Blair, and Nate Wiese attended Project Leaders meeting in Boise
4/26 Larry Peltz, Mark Drobish, Adam Izbicki, Steve Bradbury, and Ed Larson
attended a budget meeting with Ann Setter, Ken Fone and Greg Parker (U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers) at the Walla Walla District Office to discuss the
current fiscal year budget and future budgets
Kooskia
4/9 Kent Hills attended the Monday manager’s meeting at DNFH
4/18-4/19 Kent Hills attended the Project Leaders meeting in Boise
4/26 Kent attended the Coho Project Meeting in Lapwai to look at future Coho

production

Administrative Activities

FWS Volunteer Safety

Rodger Myers

works the sorting The hatchery worked with the Clearwater State Hatchery staff to complete the Annual Valve Exercise
table during SST

for reservoir water on April 25th. Boilers for incubation (Mech I) and nursery (Mech II) were shut

spawning down prior to the exercise and brought back on line after completion. Water temperatures were taken
DL I R down and back up gradually to minimize the stress associated with the exercise.
mann/USFWS

Personnel Actions
Thomas Trock’s last day was April 30th.
Joan George’s last day was March 13th.

The crew met up with Thomas and Jenny Trock and Joan and Bob George at the local Mexican Restau-
rant for a casual evening to celebrate their federal careers and to wish them well in retirement!

Staff Service Anniversaries and Birthdays

March Birthdays Years of Service
Larry Peltz None reported
Ben Wright crowds Terry Weeks

STT at release

Credit: Jill Olson/
USFWS Kenny Simpson

Corie Samson

Brent Goosen




Volume 1, Issue 6 Page 7

Steelhead Outplant Summary Brood Year 2011
In August 2011, the access bridge to the judged and split by the fish crowder opera-

Dworshak National Fish Hatchery was in-  tors. Once loaded, the transport trucks were
spected. This inspection raised concerns de-watered to 1400 operating gallons and
about the load-carrying capacity of the driven over the bridge. When the transport

bridge. Load calculations indicated that the  trucks crossed the bridge, the tanks were re- EESSTAS
bridge is not adequate for loads otherwise filled to the 3500 gallon mark using a 4-inch E »
legal on Idaho roads and therefore should be submersible pump in the main aeration tow- . |
posted with a load restriction. er in the visitor parking lot. This process

took approximately 5 minutes. A maximum

The load restriction is as follows: 17 T for of 2400 Ibs were hauled per load.

straight Trucks, 26 T for Tractor Trailers,
and 38T for Tractor and double trailers. No Because of the weight restrictions, the Army
single axel shall exceed 9 T. Corps of Engineers trucks also hauled the

o . Lolo Creek release fish. All steelhead
The normal fish distribution Tractor Trailers .
) smolts were outplanted between April 2-11,
weigh 35 Tons fully loaded. To meet the

26T restriction, the hatchery reduced the .2012' T.he lirlldg; Slgéz)%ges;rlcjiﬁ?s reiulted Hatchery and Corps staff get ready to load steelhead for
) in approximate ,000 of additional ex- si
water/fish volume to approximately 1400 PP Y off-site release.

gallons from normal capacity of 3500 gal- penditures of hatchery staff labor, fuel, and  gyegie: Angela Feldmann/USFWS
: materials.
ons.

Despite all the challenges, the off site distri-
bution went well. A great job was done by
the hatchery crew and the drivers.

The water reduction was accomplished by
hauling partial loads of fish using standard
operating procedures. Partial loads were

Information and Education Corner

Dworshak
Stats: Tours-4, 129 people; Register— 172 visitors from 8 states, 3 countries; Website visitors— 401; Blog Visitors— 516 from 10 countries!
On Site:

* Posted 4 articles to the Dworshak Fisheries Complex Blog. Please visit the site: The Fish Ladder: Notes from Dworshak Fisheries Com-
plex, and feel free to contribute to the blog!

* Provided steelhead carcasses for dissection at Cavendish-Teakean Elementary School.
* Lead four hatchery tours.

* Coordinated volunteers for tours and spawning.

» Updated Dworshak web page.

* Continued coordination of Kid’s Fishing Day.

Off Site:
No off-site activities in April
Kooskia

Hatchery Personnel are trying to keep a number count of visitors on the grounds. The weather is starting to warm up and more people are
getting outside. We had approximately 115 visitors for the month by the manual count.


http://bit.ly/veDZgO�
http://bit.ly/veDZgO�
http://bit.ly/veDZgO�
http://bit.ly/veDZgO�

Staff List

Complex Management

Larry Peltz, Complex Manager

Ed Larson, Nez Perce Tribe Co-Manager
Mark Drobish, Hatchery Manager

Nathan Wiese, Assistant Hatchery Manager
Jack Christiansen, Aquatic Engineer

Dworshak Production Staff

Thomas Trock, Mark Bright, Angela Feld-
mann, Jill Olson, John Vargas, Rick Allain,
Rob Bohn, Wayne Hamilton, Ben Wright,

Nez Perce Tribe Production Program

Mike Bisbee, Tuianna Moliga, Lou Ann
Lasswell, Steve Coomer, AJ Sisto, Clarice
Holt

Administration

Joan George, Penny Hasenoehrl, Steve
Bradbury

Maintenance

Adam Izbicki, Ben Greene, Terry Weeks,
Rick King, Brent Goosen, Rob Kellar, Ger-
ald “Scooter” Stretsbery

Idaho Fish Health Center

Dr. Marilyn Blair, Liz Steiner, Laura Spra-
gue, Corie Samson

Idaho Fishery Resource Office

Howard Burge, Mike Faler, Dr. William
Conner, Ray Jones, Aaron Garcia, Carrie
Bretz, Frank Mullins, Tom Biladeau, Dr.
Chris Peery, Jody Brostrom, Randy Bowen,

Kooskia National Fish Hatchery

Kent Hills, Art Broncheau, Kenny Simpson,

Gerry Fogelman

(N

LOWER SNAKE RIVER
COMPENSATION PLAN

7 'I‘;l/(/f/’y /"//'fy/wm

AT nH'H‘ 'l‘rllmlﬁ

Nez Perce Tribe and Dworshak NFH Production, Maintenance, and Administrative staff.

Credit: Angela Feldmann,/USFWS

Thanks to the ACOE trucking crew for making our off-site steelhead release a success!

Credit: Ed Larson/NPT
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