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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

August 21, 2023

South Alabama Branch
Regulatory Division

SUBJECT: Department of the Army Application Number SAM-2022-00826-JCC, Lower
Perdido Islands Restoration, Orange Beach, Baldwin County, Alabama

Project Code: 2023-0118265

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Alabama Ecological Services Field Office
Attention: Mr. Bill Pearson

1208-B Main Street

Daphne, Alabama 36526

Dear Mr. Pearson:

This letter is in reference to an application by the City of Orange Beach to place fill
material for the restoration of the Lower Perdido Islands within the Perdido Pass in
Orange Beach, Alabama. This project has been assigned Number SAM-2022-00826-
JCC, which should be referred to in all future correspondence with this office. The
project activity is near Latitude 30.285587 North, Longitude -87.551137 West; in Section
3, Township 9 South, Range 5 East; in Orange Beach, Baldwin County, Alabama.

The applicant proposes dredging and filling activities on and around Robinson Island
and Walker Island and is requesting authorization to place material within subtidal and
intertidal waters to enhance, restore, and create coastal marsh habitat within the Lower
Perdido system using local sediment sources. An existing breakwater on the north side
of Robinson Island would also be supplemented with additional rip rap material. Two
borrow areas will be used to obtain approximately 308,000 cubic yards of material for
construction. Borrow area A (5 acres) would be dredged to an elevation of -11 feet
NAVD88 and Borrow Area B (17 acres) would be dredged to an elevation of -15 feet
NADV88. Around 95,000 total plants are proposed to be planted after creation of the
new coastal habitat on the project islands. The three material placement areas are a)
Walker Island West, b) Walker Island East, and c) Robinson Island. The action area and
proposed construction plans are depicted in the attached enclosures.

Based on a review of listed species with the potential to occur within the area, | have
determined that the proposed project “May Affect, But is Not Likely to Adversely
Affect” the eastern indigo snake (Drymarchon couperi) (T), red knot (Calidris canutus
rufa) and piping plover (Charadrius melodus) (T), Kemp’s Ridley sea turtle
(Lepidochelys kempii) and Loggerhead sea turtle (Caretta caretta) (T). While there are
likely to be temporary noise and turbidity impacts to the action area during construction
activities, the project purpose is to enhance and expand marsh and intertidal shoreline
areas and will improve overall habitat quality and environmental conditions. Overall,
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implementation of this project will result in improved habitat quality and quantity that will
positively affect and not adversely affect threatened and endangered species.

Finally, | have determined that the proposed project “May Affect, but is Not Likely
to Adversely Affect” the West Indian manatee (Trichechus manatus) (T), in
accordance with the current AL-FL Panhandle SLOPES agreement.

There is no designated critical habitat within the action area.

Effects of the proposed project include the potential short-term loss or degradation of
suitable habitat and may result in direct harm due to construction-related
disturbance/noise, equipment strikes, and turbidity generated in the adjacent waters.
However, by raising elevations at strategic locations, reducing shoreline erosion, and
increasing the resilience of the area to storms and wave energy, the applicant aims to
protect and restore vulnerable marsh and intertidal habitat. Best management practices
will be implemented during construction, including sediment dikes and turbidity curtains.
All SAV that is to be impacted by the project will be replanted around the islands in
shallow areas that will not be filled, and a long-term SAV mitigation adaptive
management plan is being developed in conjunction with the National Marine Fisheries
Service — Habitat Conservation Division.

We would appreciate your evaluation of the attached project information and
receiving your comments or concurrence regarding our effects determination for the
above referenced species. Should you need additional information, | may be reached at
(251) 508-4266 or by e-mail at jessica.c.comeaux@usace.army.mil

Sincerely,
Digitally signed by Jessica
W Crochet Comeaux
Date: 2023.08.21 06:12:49 -05'00'
Jessica C. Comeaux
Senior Project Manager
Technical Regional Execution Center

Savannah Division, Regulatory Division

U.S. Fish and Wildlite Service
1208-B Main Street — Daphne, Alabama 36526
Phone: 251-441-5181 Fax: 251-441-6222

Attachments

Based upon our records and the information provided in your letter, we
concur with your findings that no federally listed species/critical habitat
will be adversely affected by your project. If project design changes are
made, please submit new plans for review. For specific techniques on
how to minimize 1mpacts to aquatlc systems please visit thls web51te
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