
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Reply Refer To: 
FWS/RW/DH NRDAR 
 
 
 
Memorandum         April 2, 2025 
 
To:   Manatee Recovery Coordinator, Florida Ecological Services Field Office 
 
From: Chief, Compliance Branch, Deepwater Horizon Gulf Restoration Office 
 
Subject: Notification of Compliance with Marine Mammal Protection Act 
 
Overview 
The Region Wide Trustee Implementation Group (RW TIG) evaluated the following project as 
part of the Region Wide Trustee Implementation Group Final Restoration Plan and 
Environmental Assessment #1: Birds, Marine Mammals, Oysters, and Sea Turtles: Reducing 
Marine Debris Impacts on Birds and Sea Turtles to restore natural resources injured as a result of 
the Deepwater Horizon (DWH) oil spill and will involve in-water work in areas where West 
Indian manatee (Trichechus manatus) (manatee) could be present. The Restoration Plan was 
open for public comment from April 27, 2021 to May 6, 2021. As this is a phased project, each 
State is required to develop individual marine debris removal plans and consultation under 
Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA), as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), 
must be initiated for each State plan. The Department of the Interior (DOI) has reviewed the 
plans provided and made a May Affect, Not Likely to Adversely Affect determination for 
manatee. The Mississippi Ecological Services Field Office concurred with this Mississippi plan 
on January 26, 2024. The Texas Ecological Services Field Office concurred with the Texas plan 
on May 6, 2024. The Alabama Ecological Services Field Office concurred with the Alabama 
plan on October 23, 2024. The Florida Ecological Services Office concurred with the Florida 
plan on January 28, 2025. This memo serves as notification of compliance with the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) of 1972, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1461 et seq.).  
 
Background 
After the DWH oil spill, federal and state natural resource trustee agencies (Trustees) came 
together to assess the effects of the spill and plan for the restoration of injured natural resources. 
As part of the legal settlement reached with BP in 2016, the Trustees prepared a Final 
Programmatic Damage Assessment and Restoration Plan and Final Programmatic Environmental  
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Impact Statement (Final PDARP/PEIS), to provide the framework for DWH oil spill restoration 
across the Gulf. 
 
The Final PDARP/PEIS established Trustee Implementation Groups that develop plans for, 
choose, and implement specific restoration actions under the Final PDARP/PEIS. The RW TIG 
includes trustees from each gulf state and all the respective federal trustees. The RW TIG has 
decided to implement this project. 
 
Marine Mammal Protection Act Project Compliance Information 
The objective of the Reducing Marine Debris Impacts on Birds and Sea Turtles project is to 
reduce the threat and impacts (e.g., entanglement, entrapment, and/or ingestion) of marine debris to 
DWH-injured bird and sea turtle species across the Gulf of America, including but not limited to reducing 
derelict fishing gear (i.e., monofilament fishing line, nets, trap/pot gear, and other recreational and 
commercial fishing equipment that has been lost, abandoned, or discarded). These plans require a 
coordinated effort to address prevention, removal, data collection, and management of marine debris. No 
construction activities are proposed. It is anticipated that this will be an 8-year project. 
 
Because take of manatees, incidental or otherwise, is not presently authorized under the MMPA, 
consultations where manatees could be affected include conservation measures to ensure 
potential effects to manatees are avoided or minimized to an insignificant and discountable level.  
Consultation considered the likelihood of manatee presence and the potential adverse effects. 
Conservation measures for manatee were incorporated into the consultations because in-water 
work could occur where manatees may be present. Where in-water work will occur and manatees 
could be present, the proponents will implement all Federal and State manatee conservation 
measures. 
 
Conclusion  
DOI believes the plans as described within the ESA consultation will promote compliance with 
MMPA and result in long-term benefits for manatees. As such, we do not anticipate any take, 
incidental or otherwise, under the ESA or MMPA for manatee as a result of the implementation 
of this project.   
 
If modifications are made to this project in a manner that may affect the manatee or its habitat; if 
additional information involving potential effects to the manatee or other listed species  
not previously considered becomes available; or if in the unlikely event that the take of a 
manatee occurs during the implementation of this project, consultations will be reinitiated as 
necessary.   
 
If you have any questions or concerns regarding this response, please contact Michael Barron, 
Fish and Wildlife Biologist, at 251-421-7030, or michael_barron@fws.gov. 
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Figure 1. Map showing the Reducing Marine Debris Impacts on Birds and Sea Turtles: 
Mississippi Component project area. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Figure 2. Map showing the Reducing Marine Debris Impacts on Birds and Sea Turtles: Texas 
Component project area. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Figure 3. Map showing the Reducing Marine Debris Impacts on Birds and Sea Turtles: Alabama 
Component project area. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Figure 4. Map showing the Reducing Marine Debris Impacts on Birds and Sea Turtles: Florida 
Component project area. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


