
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Reply Refer To: 
FWS/R4/DH NRDAR  
        
 
Memorandum          February 16, 2022 
 
To:  Memorandum to File  
 
From: Michael Barron, Deepwater Horizon Gulf Restoration Office  
 
Subject: Proposed Changes to Coastal Alabama Sea Turtle Habitat Usage and Population 

Dynamics Project From the Alabama Trustee Implementation Group’s 
Restoration Plan #2: Restoration of Wetlands, Coastal, and Nearshore Habitats; 
Habitat Projects on Federally Managed Lands; Nutrient Reduction (Nonpoint 
Source), Sea Turtles, Marine Mammals, Birds and Oysters 

 
Under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) Section 7(a)(2), each Federal agency shall ensure that 
any action authorized, funded, or carried out by such agency is not likely to jeopardize the 
continued existence of any endangered or threatened species, or destroy/adversely modify 
designated critical habitat. If a Federal agency determines that a Federal action will have no 
effect on ESA-listed species or designated critical habitat, then the Federal agency is not required 
to consult with the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) for purposes of ESA. This memo 
does not include any information or effects determinations for protected species under the 
jurisdiction of the National Marine Fisheries Service.  
 
The project entitled Coastal Alabama Sea Turtle Habitat Usage and Population Dynamics Project 
From the Alabama Trustee Implementation Group’s Restoration Plan #2: Restoration of 
Wetlands, Coastal, and Nearshore Habitats; Habitat Projects on Federally Managed Lands; 
Nutrient Reduction (Nonpoint Source), Sea Turtles, Marine Mammals, Birds and Oysters was 
previously evaluated and concurrence for the project was granted on June 27, 2018, 2018-I-0909 
(see attachment 1). The consultation concluded: May Affect, Not Likely to Adversely Affect for 
West Indian manatee (Trichechus manatus) and Alabama red-bellied turtle (Pseudemys 
alabamensis). 
 
The Alabama Trustees are proposing the following changes to the project: 1) Add acoustic tags 
that will be attached to sea turtles with wire and epoxy through holes drilled into the edge of the 
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turtle’s shell; 2) Deploy acoustic receivers in Perdido Bay and the intracoastal waterway to detect 
the presence of these tagged turtles; 3) Use receiver arrays deployed by other researchers across 
the Gulf of Mexico; and 4) Discontinue the use of trawling techniques to collect samples. 
Impacts to sea turtles were assessed by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(see attachment 2). 
 
Based on our evaluation of the original documentation and the proposed changes, 
implementation of the proposed changes does not require further consultation as the impacts to 
West Indian manatee and Alabama red-bellied turtle will not be altered by the proposed changes 
and the proposed actions to reduce adverse effects will still be implemented. 
 
Should any project be modified in a way that could adversely impact species or habitats, this 
determination will be reevaluated as appropriate. 
 
If you have questions or concerns regarding this action, please contact Michael Barron, Fish and 
Wildlife Biologist, at 251-421-7030 or michael_barron@fws.gov. 
 
Attachments (2) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:michael_barron@fws.gov


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 


