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1875 Century B oulevard 
A tlanta, G eorgia 30345

Dear Ms. H erod:

T hank you for your letters dated Septem ber 27, 2013, requesting concurrence tha t the proposed 
enhancem ent, creation, and/or expansion o f  the G eorge V ancouver (BA,-336) (L iberty  Ship), 
Matagorda (BA -439), Ship (H l-A ), and C orpus C hristi (M U -775) artificial reefs will not affect 
federally  listed and candidate species, or critical habitats under the ju risd iction  o f  the U. S. F ish and 
W ildlife Service (Service), or result in take o f  bald eagles or m igratory birds. T hese projects are 
located  in Texas State W aters o f  the G u lf o f  M exico. O ur cornm enls are provided in accordance with 
the provisions o f  the Endangered Species A ct (16 U .S.C . 15 3 1 et seq.) and the M igratory Bird T reaty 
A ct (16 U.S.C. 703 et seq,).

The Service has review ed your request and we concur w ith your determ ination tha t these projects 
w ill not affect federally listed and candidate species, or critical habitats, or result in take o f  bald 
eagles or m igratory birds. Please be advised that the Service only has ju risd iction  o f  sea turtles when, 
on land. The N ational M arine Fisheries Service has sole jurisd iction  o f  sea turtles in the oceans, 
seas, bays, estuaries, and brackish w^atcr a reas '.

I f  the project changes or additional infbnTi,ation on the distribution o'f listed or proposed species 
becom es available, the projects should be reanalyzed for effects not previously considered. Please 
contact s ta ff biologist ,A. J. V aic at 281/286-8282 if  you have questions or need further assistance 
w ith your request for concurrence.

Sincere! V,

j'"

Edith Erfling 
Field Supervisor
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