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STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
Phil Bryant 
Governor

MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF MARINE RESOURCES
Jamie M. Miller, Executive Director

February 4, 2014

Stephanie L. Willis 
Senior Attorney
National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration 
Office o f General Counsel 
253 13*'' Avenue South, Suite 177 
St, Petersburg, FL 33701

Re: DM R-120259; Draft Phase III Early Restoration Plan and Draft Early Restoration 
Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (Phase III DERP)

Dear Ms. Willis:

The Department o f  Marine Resources (Department) in cooperation with other state agencies is 
responsible under the Mississippi Coastal Program (MCP) for managing the coastal resources o f  
Mississippi. Proposed activities in the coastal area are reviewed to insure that the activities are in 
compliance with the MCP.

The Department has reviewed the proposed selection o f  four (4) early restoration projects within 
M ississippi’s Coastal Zone (see attached list). The selection o f  the listed projects and the 
preliminary project descriptions have been reviewed based upon provisions o f  the Mississippi 
Coastal Program and Section 307 o f  the Coastal Zone Management Act o f  1972 (as amended). The 
selection o f  the listed projects as Phase III early restoration actions for the Deepwater Horizon oil 
spill has been determined to be consistent to the maximum extent practicable with the Mississippi 
Coastal Program.

It appears from the preliminary descriptions that the projects themselves will include impacts 
regulated by both this Department and the U. S. Army Corps o f  Engineers. Once the plans for the 
four projects have been finalized, applications should be submitted to this office for review. An 
application packet has been included with this letter, and the application form can also be found on 
the Department’s web site at http://dmr.ms.gov/images/permitting/joint-application-notification- 
form2.pdf.
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The above granted consistency certification was based upon the information presented. If you have 
any questions regarding this letter, please contact Greg Chiistodoulou with the Bureau o f Wetlands 
Permitting at (228) 523-4109 or greg.cliristodoulou@dmr.ms.gov.

Sincerely,

Jamie M. Miller 
Executive Director
Mississippi Department o f  Marine Resources

JMM/gsc

Enclosures

cc: Harriet M. Deal, U.S. Department o f  the Interior
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APPENDIX A;

COMPILATION OF PHASE 111 EARLY RESTORATION PROJECT DESCRIPTIONS  
PROPOSED FOR IM PLEMENTATION IN M ISSISSIPPI!

Hancock Countv Marsh Living Siioreline Project

The Hancock County Marsh Living Shoreline project is located in western Hancock Countv 
between Bayou Caddy and the mouth o f the East Pearl River. Lite 20,909-acre Hancock Countv 
Marsh complex, one ot the largest in Mississippi, is part o f the extensit’e Pearl Ris'er estuary and 
is partially owned and managed by the Mississippi Department o f Marine Resources (MDXIR) as 
part o f the Coastal Preserves o f the State o f  Mississippi. Historically, there were extensive, 
prolific reefs o f  the American oyster (Crasso.'ifrea lirginica) in the shore zone and nearshore 
areas ot low-er Hancock County that provided natural protection from shoreline erosion.
Historical erosion rates, particularly at St. Joseph's .Point, make this shoreline a prioritv for 
protection and marsh creation. The livdng shoreline (breakwater) would help protect the Hancock 
C ount}’ Marsh complex that includes estuari.ne and estuarine marine deepwater habitats, 
estuarine and estuarine marine wetlands, freshwater emergent wetlands and fresliwater forested 
and scrub shrub wetlands.

Break\\ aters would be constructed along the marsh shoreline in two locations: .from the Pearl 
River to tiie western limit o f Heron Bay (western reach) attd from tlie eastern lin'iit o f  Heron Bay 
to approximately four miles to the northeast towards (eastern readi) approximately i ,S6 miles 
past the heel o t St, Joseph s Point, Construction activities could include place.ment o f linear 
stimctures that may utilize artificial and.-or shell-based materials within the -3 to -5 foot .Mean 
Lower 1.0 W Water (MLLW) contoui'. .Approximately 46 acres o f marsh woidd be constructed i. 
the St. Josephss Point area to protect and restore marsh areas that experience the historical rates 
oi erosion. .A total o f 46 acres ofsubtidal oystei’ reef would be created using ovster shell in 
northeastern Hero,n .Bay to protect the shallow embaymetU and to increase oyster production in 
the area.

in

Ej;Hf>mripnjMtatjves at the TNTINITY Science C enter

The INFINITE' Science Center is located southwest o f the intersection o f Highway 607 and 
Interstate 10 in southern Hancock County, Mis.sissippi, and is adjacen.t to coastal estuarine 
iiabitats including the Hancock Coiiuty Ma.rsn Preserve. Tne project site is bordered by the Pear! 
River to the west and will connect to the ‘'Logtown Scenic Byway to Space" trail to the soutli to 
facilitate beacjt .access through the scenic byways in FiariCock Countv, Mississippi. The majoritv 
ot the total available gallery space in the 1NFLN.1FV Science Center will be reserved for exhibits 
about tire G ulf o f  Mexico attd its coastal ecosystem, Exhibits will cover a iiumber o f topics 
m dudm g marsh ecosystents, oceanography, gu lf species, hurricanes, and re.storatiQn monitoriim 
Fljcse exhibit.s will be designed to allow visitors (using com.puters. simulations and grapliics) to 
experience hov-' scientists model and study the GiilTs ecosvstem. Tlie exhibit.s will hmhljehl the

.Additioua; jnibniianoii on each prejcc; may be fcund in Cliapier hi of iiic Dnifi Plan.
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impoitance o f science and scieniific rescaixh, natural processes, and enviroiunental stewardsliip, 
as well as wise economic utilization o f these resources.

1 Ite Heritage Trail-Possiun Walk rvill bring visitors through multiple coastal habitats that occur 
iltioughout the immediate area including marsh, bayhead svvanna, cypress svvanip, and pine 
flatvvoods. The proposed project vyould enliance access to a coastal trail system that connects 
with sandy beach habitats. The Heritage IraiTPossum  VValk includes a public outdoor education 
center to intorm visitors o f the ecologically sensitive nature o f coastal habitats injured by the Oil 
Spill. The project also includes development of a native landscape.'nurserv area.

Popp's Ferrv CaiisevvavPark Project

The mostly unimproved lO-acre Popp's Ferry Causeway property is a parcel o f  land and marsh 
located just to the west o f  the Popp’s Ferry Bridge. It is owned by the City o f Bi.loxi, Mis.sissippi. 
It is surrounded by water on all sides, including the .Biloxi River to the north. Big .Lake to the 
west and the Back Bay to tiie south and east. 1 he property was purchased by the City o f  Biloxi in 
the year 2000. Improvements were started in 2001 but these were destroyed by Hurricane 
.Katrina in 2005. Constaiction commenced again in 2011, and the following vvork has been 
completed and is not iiiciuded in this proposed early restoration project, boardwalk svstein 
(north o f the boat launch), some shoreline stabilization., a marsh boardwalk and shelters in the 
northern portion of the area, some utility work, construction o f an entry .sign, constmction o fo r’.e 
ti,shiiig pier, some roadway lighting, and roadway repairs on the east side o f  the cau.seway

I he early restoration project currently being proposed would upgrade the existing site and 
ameiuties by creating the Popvp’s Ferry Causeway Park, an interactive location where the public 
would continue to fish, crab, atid walk titrough a system of boardwalks and nature trails that 
allow viewing o f the waterfront and marshes. One o f the project goals is to build upon what the 
public perceives as the ’‘best fishing spot witlioiit a boat m .BiloxC Mississippi " The proposed 
conceptual plan includes components that will enhance visitor access to coastal estuarine habitats 
sucli as. roadw ay repair and lightitig. coitstrtiction o f a concession and bait ,sta.nd where the 
public can also sent kayaks, coiistruction ol new ii.5hing piers; and contrnuation o f  an eiijht-foot- 
w ide coucicte waikvvay 'woodett boardwalk on the west side ot the site with benches and 
lighung. Riprap water edge treatment would rejfiace existm.g treatiiients we.5t o f the concrete 
vvalkway.'wooden boardwalk for additional shoreline .stabilization. In addition, picnic areas. 
nature frails, visitor parking and construction o f  a new- interpretive center with outdoor' e.xhibits 
\voiik! take place in upland areas, and a marsh overlook pier and boardv/alk would be included.

LascagvHTiBeacjhfront Promenade Project

Tire Pascagoula Beachfront Promenade project is located imniediately south o f and parallel to 
oeaL.h Bouievard in Pascagoula, Mis.sissippi. in Jackson County an.d will extend apprc.xitnately 
b,200 feet fiooi Point Park on the westeni end to the eastern edge of the drainage channel ea.st of 
01 !'\-er Street. It is immediately adjacent to a .sand beach on the Mississippi Sound, which w-as 
oiled during the Oil Spill la  addition to the promenade, amenities may be constructed .as iTndinG 
allows (cvg. l i r e  pits, playgrounds, t'olley ball courts, public art. parking, and shower stations).
The promenade would be coitstructed from the southern edge o f  the curb on Beach Boulevard
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and extend over the sand beach, which was recently funded through a U.S. Arm y Corps o f 
Engineers' S12 million seawal! protection ("beach creaUon”) project.
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