
United States Departiiient o f tSr Ulterior

FISH AND W im U F F  SERVICE 
646 Cajundorne Blvd.

Suite 400 
Lafeyettc,, Louisiana 70506

July 1, 2014

DifgeMr. Kevin Reynolds 
D O l Case M anager 
D eepw ater Horiz,on NRD.A.R 
U S . Fish and W ildlife Service 
1875 Century Blvd.
A tlanta, GA  33045

Dear Mr. Reynolds;

'Thank you for your June 4, 2014, dec tron ic  m ail, regarding the proposed D eepw ater H orizon 
(14WH) Early Restoration project, Shell Island, P laquem ines Parish, Louisiana. Y our e-mail
requested the Fish and W ildlife S erv iced  (Service) concurrence w ith your deterniination that the 
proposed project is exem pt from the Coastal B arrier Resource Act (CERA ) o f  1982 (96 Stat. 1653, 
av am ended: 16 U.S.C. 3501 et setp). The purposes o f  the CBRv\ are “to minimize the loss o f  
fi.uman life, wasteful expenditures of'Federal revenues, and the dam age to fish, vvildlife, and other
no'tural resources associated, w ith the coastal barriers along (he A tlantic and G ull C o a s t . 16 
I..' S.C. § 3501(b). Section 3505 o f CBRA provides exceptions to the prohibition o f  Federal 
w-cpend!lures tliat would have the effect o f  supporting coastal barrier developm ent. 'The CB.Pw\ 
generally prohibits the expenditure o f  Imderal funds that would encourage deveiopm ciit oo coastal 
berriers.

'( lie proposed restoration project occurs entirely wiliiiii System Unit SOI. Section 3505 (a)(6)(A) 
provides that such e,xpenditures are exem pt ftir "Projects for the study, m anagem ent, protection, 
and enhancem ent o f  fish and w ildiife resources and habitats, iridiiding acquisition o f  fish and 
wildlife habitats. a,tid related lands, stabiHzation projects Itir fish and wildlife habitats, and 
recreational p.rojects.'" Section 206.344 (c) states that fnere would be Federal financial 
ii.mitations to carry out any project to prevent erosion of', or to otherwise stab.dize, and inlet, 
shoreline, or inshore area, except that such a.ssistance and expendttures iiiav be made available on 
uiiils desianaled. pursiiant to Section 4 on the m aps num bered SOI througji SOS tor purposes other 
t.h..aii encouraging developm ent and, in all units in cases where an emergency threatens life, land, 
ai'id properly immediale'Iy adjacent to that iinit."

Becau.se the proposed project is designed to restore natural resource dam ages incurred by the 
D W'H oil spill via barrier is'land restoration for habitat protectic«i and longevity, you have m ade the 
ddferm ination that the project is consistent w ith CBRA and fails within, a  CBRA .exem ption, 
/vficordinglv, the Service concurs with your delcrm ination that the proposed project is consisienl 
vvjth the CB'R,A and lails within a CBRA exemptiori.
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W e appreciate the opportunity to provide this com m ent on the proposed action. I f  you have any 
questions regarding our com m ents, please contact Amy Trahan o f  this office (337/291-3126).

Sincerely,

f]f
/ " ‘I

Jeffrey D. W cllcr 
Field Supervisor
Louisiana Ecological Services Office
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