
 
 
 
 
Regulatory Division 
North Permits Branch 
Panama City Permits Section 
SAJ-2017-01667 (GP/NW-DEB) 
 
 
 
Hugh McArthur 
Office of Public Access and Wildlife Viewing Services Landscape Architect 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
2574 Seagate Drive, Suite 240 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 
 
Dear Mr. McArthur: 
 
    The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) assigned your application for a 
Department of the Army permit, which the Corps received on June 6, 2017, the file 
number SAJ-2017-01667.  A review of the information and drawings provided indicates 
that the proposed work would result in constructing a public fishing pier with a 55 ft. by 
11 ft. terminal section and a 50 ft. by 6 ft. access walk.  A ditch crossing with a 1.5 ft. 
diameter culvert will provide access to an upland parking area for the fishing pier 
patrons.  The project is located at the east shore of Cash Bayou adjacent to the County 
Road 65 Bridge, in Section 33, Township 7 south, Range 6 west, Franklin County, 
Florida. 
 
    The fishing pier component of your project, as depicted on the enclosed drawings, is 
authorized by Regional General Permit (RGP) Number 33.  In addition, project specific 
conditions have been enclosed.  This verification is valid until April 8, 2018.  
Furthermore, if you commence or are under contract to commence this activity before 
the date that the relevant RGP is modified or revoked, you will have 12 months from the 
date of the modification or revocation of the RGP to complete the activity under the 
present terms and conditions of this RGP.  Please access the Corps' Jacksonville 
District Regulatory Division Internet page to view the special and general conditions for 
SAJ-33, which apply specifically to this authorization.  The Internet URL address is: 
 

http://www.saj.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory.aspx 
 
Please be aware this Internet address is case sensitive and should be entered as it 
appears above.  Once there you will need to click on “Source Book”; and, then click on 
“General Permits.”  These files contain the description of the General Permits 
authorization, the General Permits general conditions, and the regional conditions, 
which apply specifically to this verification for RGP 33.  Enclosed is a list of the six 
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General Conditions, which apply to all Department of the Army authorizations.  You 
must comply with all of the special and general conditions and any project specific 
condition of this authorization or you may be subject to enforcement action.  In the event 
you have not completed construction of your project within the specified time limit, a 
separate application or re-verification may be required. 
 
The culverted ditch crossing portion of your project, as depicted on the enclosed 
drawings, is authorized by Nationwide Permit (NWP) Number 39.  In addition, project 
specific conditions have been enclosed.  This verification is valid until March 18, 2022.  
Furthermore, if you commence or are under contract to commence this activity before 
the date that the relevant nationwide permit is modified or revoked, you will have 12 
months from the date of the modification or revocation of the NWP to complete the 
activity under the present terms and conditions of this nationwide permit.  Please 
access the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' (Corps) Jacksonville District's Regulatory 
Internet page to access Internet links to view the Final Nationwide Permits, Federal 
Register Vol. 82, dated January 6, 2017, specifically pages 1983 to 2008, and the table 
of Regional Conditions.  The Internet page address is:   
 

http://www.saj.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory.aspx 
 
Please be aware this Internet address is case sensitive and should be entered as it 
appears above.  Once there you will need to click on “Source Book”; and, then click on 
“Nationwide Permits.”  These files contain the description of the Nationwide Permit 
authorization, the Nationwide Permit general conditions, and the regional conditions, 
which apply specifically to this verification for NWP 39.  Enclosed is a list of the six 
General Conditions, which apply to all Department of the Army authorizations.  You 
must comply with all of the special and general conditions and any project specific 
condition of this authorization or you may be subject to enforcement action.  In the event 
you have not completed construction of your project within the specified time limit, a 
separate application or re-verification may be required. 
 
 
    The following special conditions are included with this verification: 
 
1.  Reporting Address:  The Permittee shall submit all reports, notifications, 
documentation and correspondence required by the general and special conditions 
of this permit to the following address:  
 
    a.  For standard mail:  U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Regulatory Division, 
Enforcement Section, P.O. Box 4970, Jacksonville, Florida 32232-0019.  
    b.  For electronic mail SAJ-RD-Enforcement@usace.army.mil (not to exceed 10 
MB).The Permittee shall reference this permit number, SAJ-2017-01667 (GP/NW - 
DEB), on all submittals.  
 



 
 2.  Commencement Notification:  Within 10 days from the date of initiating the 
work authorized by this permit, the Permittee shall provide a written notification of the 
date of commencement of authorized work to the Corps. 
 
 3.  Self-Certification:  Within 60 days of completion of the work authorized by this 
permit, the Permittee shall complete the attached “Self-Certification Statement of 
Compliance” form and submit it to the Corps.  In the event that the completed work 
deviates in any manner from the authorized work, the Permittee shall describe the 
deviations between the work authorized by this permit and the work as constructed on 
the “Self-Certification Statement of Compliance” form.  The description of any deviations 
on the “Self-Certification Statement of Compliance” form does not constitute approval of 
any deviations by the Corps.   
 
 4.  Cultural Resources/Historic Properties:   
 
    a.  No structure or work shall adversely affect impact or disturb properties listed in the 
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) or those eligible for inclusion in the NRHP.   
 
    b.  If during the ground disturbing activities and construction work within the permit 
area, there are archaeological/cultural materials encountered which were not the 
subject of a previous cultural resources assessment survey (and which shall include, 
but not be limited to: pottery, modified shell, flora, fauna, human remains, ceramics, 
stone tools or metal implements, dugout canoes, evidence of structures or any other 
physical remains that could be associated with Native American cultures or early 
colonial or American settlement), the Permittee shall immediately stop all work and 
ground-disturbing activities within a 100-meter diameter of the discovery and notify the 
Corps within the same business day (8 hours).  The Corps shall then notify the Florida 
State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) and the appropriate Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officer(s) (THPO(s)) to assess the significance of the discovery and devise 
appropriate actions.   
 
    c.  Additional cultural resources assessments may be required of the permit area in 
the case of unanticipated discoveries as referenced in accordance with the above 
Special Condition;  and  if deemed necessary by the SHPO, THPO(s), or Corps, in 
accordance with 36 CFR 800 or 33 CFR 325, Appendix C (5).  Based, on the 
circumstances of the discovery, equity to all parties, and considerations of the public 
interest, the Corps may modify, suspend or revoke the permit in accordance with 33 
CFR Part 325.7.  Such activity shall not resume on non-federal lands without written 
authorization from the SHPO for finds under his or her jurisdiction, and from the Corps. 
 
    d.  In the unlikely event that unmarked human remains are identified on non-federal 
lands, they will be treated in accordance with Section 872.05 Florida Statutes.  All work 
and ground disturbing activities within a 100-meter diameter of the unmarked human 
remains shall immediately cease and the Permittee shall immediately notify the medical 
examiner, Corps, and State Archeologist within the same business day (8-hours).  The 



 
Corps shall then notify the appropriate SHPO and THPO(s).  Based, on the 
circumstances of the discovery, equity to all parties, and considerations of the public 
interest, the Corps may modify, suspend or revoke the permit in accordance with 33 
CFR Part 325.7.  Such activity shall not resume without written authorization from the 
State Archeologist and from the Corps. 
 
 5.  Erosion Control: Prior to the initiation of any work authorized by this permit, 
the Permittee shall install erosion control measures along the perimeter of all work 
areas to prevent the displacement of fill material outside the work area into waters of 
the United States.     Immediately after completion of the final grading of the land 
surface, all slopes, land surfaces, and filled areas shall be stabilized using sod, 
degradable mats, barriers, or a combination of similar stabilizing materials to prevent 
erosion. The erosion control measures shall remain in place and be maintained until 
all authorized work is completed and the work areas are stabilized. 
 
 6.  Turbidity controls: 

a. Shall be used throughout construction to control erosion and siltation and 
ensure that turbidity levels within the project area do not exceed background 
conditions.  

b. Shall be made of material in which listed species cannot become entangled 
(i.e., reinforced impermeable polycarbonate vinyl fabric [PVC]), and shall be 
monitored to ensure listed species are not entangled or trapped in the project 
area.   

c. Shall be removed promptly when the work is complete and the water quality 
in the project area has returned to background conditions.  

d. Shall not block entry to or exit from designated critical habitat.  
 
 7.  Eastern Indigo Snake Protection Measures and Inspection:  Permittee shall 
comply with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's “Standard Protection Measures for the 
Eastern Indigo Snake” dated August 12, 2013, as provided in Attachment A of this 
permit.  All gopher tortoise burrows, active or inactive, shall be evacuated prior to site 
manipulation in the vicinity of the burrow.  If excavating potentially occupied burrows, 
active or inactive, individuals must first obtain state authorization via a Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) Authorized Gopher Tortoise Agent permit.  
The excavation method selected shall minimize the potential for injury of an indigo 
snake.  The Permittee shall follow the excavation guidance provided in the most current 
FWC Gopher Tortoise Permitting Guidelines found at http://myfwc.com/gophertortoise.  
If an indigo snake is encountered, the snake must be allowed to vacate the area prior to 
additional site manipulation in the vicinity.  Holes, cavities, and snake refugia other than 
gopher tortoise burrows shall be inspected each morning before planned site 
manipulation of a particular area, and if occupied by an indigo snake, no work shall 
commence until the snake has vacated the vicinity of the proposed work. 
 
 8.   Manatee Conditions:  The Permittee shall comply with the “Standard Manatee 
Conditions for In-Water Work – 2011” (Attachment  B). 



 
 
 9.   Sea Turtle and Smalltooth Sawfish Conditions:  The Permittee shall comply 
with National Marine Fisheries Service’s “Sea Turtle and Smalltooth Sawfish 
Construction Conditions” dated March 23, 2006, (Attachment C). 
 
 10.  Dock Construction Guidelines: The Permittee shall comply with the 
“Construction Guidelines in Florida for Minor Piling-Supported Structures Constructed in 
or over Submerged Aquatic Vegetation (SAV) Marsh or Mangrove Habitat 
USACE/NMFS August 2001” (Attachment D) for the dock construction and operation.  
 
 11.   Species reporting: Any collision(s) with and/or injuries to any sea turtle, 
sawfish, whale, or sturgeon occurring during the construction of a project, shall be 
reported immediately to NMFS’s Protected Resources Division (PRD) at (727-824-
5312) or by email to takereport.nmfsser@noaa.gov and CESAJ-
ComplyDocs@usace.army.mil.  Sea turtle and marine mammal stranding/rescue 
organizations’ contact information is available by region at 
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/health/networks.htm. Smalltooth sawfish encounters shall 
be reported to http://www.flmnh.ufl.edu/fish/sharks/sawfish/sawfishencounters.html. 
*Failure to report take of a federally listed threatened or endangered species may lead 
to suspension, revocation, or modification of this authorization. (From Section 3(18) of 
the Federal Endangered Species Act: The term 'take' means to harass, harm, pursue, 
hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, or collect, or to attempt to engage in any such 
conduct.)  
 
 12. Educational Signs: Signs must be posted and maintained in legible condition 
in a visible location(s), alerting users of listed species in the area susceptible to vessel 
strikes and hook-and-line captures.  The educational signs that must be posted are 
contained in Appendix E.  
 
 13. Monofilament Recycling Bins: monofilament recycling bins must be provided 
at the docking facility to reduce the risk of turtle or sawfish entanglement in, or ingestion 
of, marine debris.  Monofilament recycling bins must: 

• Be constructed and labeled according to the instructions provided at 
http://mrrp.myfwc.com. 

• Be maintained in working order and emptied frequently (according to 
http://mrrp.myfwc.com standards) so that they do not overflow. 

 
 
    This letter of authorization does not give absolute Federal authority to perform the 
work as specified on your application.  The proposed work may be subject to local 
building restrictions mandated by the National Flood Insurance Program.  You should 
contact your local office that issues building permits to determine if your site is located 
in a flood-prone area, and if you must comply with the local building requirements 
mandated by the National Flood Insurance Program.   
 

mailto:takereport.nmfsser@noaa.gov
mailto:CESAJ-ComplyDocs@usace.army.mil
mailto:CESAJ-ComplyDocs@usace.army.mil
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/health/networks.htm
http://www.flmnh.ufl.edu/fish/sharks/sawfish/sawfishencounters.html
http://mrrp.myfwc.com/
http://mrrp.myfwc.com/
http://mrrp.myfwc.com/


 
    If you are unable to access the internet or require a hardcopy of any of the conditions, 
limitations, or expiration date for the above referenced NWP, please contact me by 
telephone at 850-763-0717 ex. 22. 
 
    Thank you for your cooperation with our permit program.  The Corps Jacksonville 
District Regulatory Division is committed to improving service to our customers.  We 
strive to perform our duty in a friendly and timely manner while working to preserve our 
environment.  We invite you to complete our automated Customer Service Survey at 
http://corpsmapu.usace.army.mil/cm_apex/f?p=regulatory_survey.  Please be aware 
this Internet address is case sensitive; and, you will need to enter it exactly as it 
appears above.  Your input is appreciated – favorable or otherwise.   
 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
      David Bishof  
      Project Manager 
 
Enclosures 
 
Copies Furnished: Catalina Weaver, Civil Engineer, Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission, Seagate Drive, Suite 240, Tallahassee, Florida 32301, 
Matthew Hortman, Biological Scientist, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission, 558 South Murphy Road, Wewahitchka, Florida 32465 
 
      
 
bcc: 
CESAJ-RD-PE 
 



GENERAL CONDITIONS 
33 CFR PART 320-330 

 
1.  The time limit for completing the work authorized ends on March 18, 2022.   
 
2.  You must maintain the activity authorized by this permit in good condition and in 
conformance with the terms and conditions of this permit.  You are not relieved of this 
requirement if you abandon the permitted activity, although you may make a good faith 
transfer to a third party in compliance with General Condition 4 below.  Should you wish 
to cease to maintain the authorized activity or should you desire to abandon it without a 
good faith transfer, you must obtain a modification of this permit from this office, which 
may require restoration of the area. 
 
3.  If you discover any previously unknown historic or archeological remains while 
accomplishing the activity authorized by this permit, you must immediately notify this 
office of what you have found.  We will initiate the Federal and state coordination 
required to determine if the remains warrant a recovery effort of if the site is eligible for 
listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 
 
4.  If you sell the property associated with this permit you must obtain the signature of 
the new owner in the space provided and forward a copy of the permit to this office to 
validate the transfer of this authorization. 
 
5.  If a conditioned water quality certification has been issued for your project, you must 
comply with the conditions specified in the certification as special conditions to this 
permit.  For your convenience, a copy of the certification is attached if it contains such 
conditions. 
 
6.  You must allow a representative from this office to inspect the authorized activity at 
any time deemed necessary to ensure that it is being or has been accomplished in 
accordance with the terms and conditions of your permit. 
 
 



 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY PERMIT TRANSFER REQUEST 

 
 

PERMIT NUMBER:  SAJ-2017-01667 (GP/NW-DEB) 
 
    When the structures or work authorized by this permit are still in existence at the time 
the property is transferred, the terms and conditions of this permit will continue to be 
binding on the new owner(s) of the property.  Although the construction period for works 
authorized by Department of the Army permits is finite, the permit itself, with its 
limitations, does not expire.   
 
    To validate the transfer of this permit and the associated responsibilities associated 
with compliance with its terms and conditions, have the transferee sign and date below 
and mail to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Enforcement Section, Post Office Box 
4970, Jacksonville, FL  32232-0019. 
 
 
 
___________________________________ ___________________________ 
(TRANSFEREE-SIGNATURE)   (SUBDIVISION) 
 
___________________________________ _________ ____________ 
(DATE)      (LOT)  (BLOCK) 
 
       __________________________ 
___________________________________ (STREET ADDRESS) 
(NAME-PRINTED) 
 
___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________ 
(MAILING ADDRESS) 
 
___________________________________ 
(CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE) 
 



 
SELF-CERTIFICATION STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE 

 
Permit Number: SAJ-2017-01667  

 
Permittee’s Name & Address (please print or type):___________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone Number:____________________________________________________________ 
 
Location of the Work:___________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date Work Started:____________________ Date Work Completed:______________________ 
 
PROPERTY IS INACCESSIBLE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTIFICATION:  YES ______ NO_______ 
 
TO SCHEDULE AN INSPECTION PLEASE CONTACT _______________________________  
AT __________________________ 
 
Description of the Work (e.g. bank stabilization, residential or commercial filling, docks, 
dredging, 
etc.):________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Acreage or Square Feet of Impacts to Waters of the United States: ______________________ 
 
Describe Mitigation completed (if applicable): ________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Describe any Deviations from Permit (attach drawing(s) depicting the deviations):  
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

******************** 
I certify that all work, and mitigation (if applicable) was done in accordance with the limitations 
and conditions as described in the permit.  Any deviations as described above are depicted on 
the attached drawing(s). 
 

  ______________________________ 
 Signature of Permittee  
 

      ______________________________ 
      Date 
 
 
  



 
Attachment A 

 
Standard Protection Measures for the Eastern Indigo Snake 

 
 

  



 

 

  

 

   

 

    

  

     

      

   

   

  

     

 

 

   

  

  

 

  

 

          

       

    

     

 

 

 

      

       

   

 

   

  

    

    

       

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

  

    

STANDARD PROTECTION MEASURES FOR THE EASTERN INDIGO SNAKE
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
 

August 12, 2013
 

The eastern indigo snake protection/education plan (Plan) below has been developed by the U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) in Florida for use by applicants and their construction 

personnel. At least 30 days prior to any clearing/land alteration activities, the applicant shall 

notify the appropriate USFWS Field Office via e-mail that the Plan will be implemented as 

described below (North Florida Field Office: jaxregs@fws.gov; South Florida Field Office: 

verobeach@fws.gov; Panama City Field Office: panamacity@fws.gov). As long as the signatory 

of the e-mail certifies compliance with the below Plan (including use of the attached poster and 

brochure), no further written confirmation or “approval” from the USFWS is needed and the 

applicant may move forward with the project. 

If the applicant decides to use an eastern indigo snake protection/education plan other than the 

approved Plan below, written confirmation or “approval” from the USFWS that the plan is 

adequate must be obtained. At least 30 days prior to any clearing/land alteration activities, the 

applicant shall submit their unique plan for review and approval. The USFWS will respond via e-

mail, typically within 30 days of receiving the plan, either concurring that the plan is adequate or 

requesting additional information. A concurrence e-mail from the appropriate USFWS Field 

Office will fulfill approval requirements. 

The Plan materials should consist of: 1) a combination of posters and pamphlets (see Poster 

Information section below); and 2) verbal educational instructions to construction personnel by 

supervisory or management personnel before any clearing/land alteration activities are initiated 

(see Pre-Construction Activities and During Construction Activities sections below). 

POSTER INFORMATION 

Posters with the following information shall be placed at strategic locations on the construction 

site and along any proposed access roads (a final poster for Plan compliance, to be printed on 11” 

x 17” or larger paper and laminated, is attached): 

DESCRIPTION: The eastern indigo snake is one of the largest non-venomous snakes in North 

America, with individuals often reaching up to 8 feet in length. They derive their name from the 

glossy, blue-black color of their scales above and uniformly slate blue below. Frequently, they 

have orange to coral reddish coloration in the throat area, yet some specimens have been reported 

to only have cream coloration on the throat. These snakes are not typically aggressive and will 

attempt to crawl away when disturbed. Though indigo snakes rarely bite, they should NOT be 

handled.  

SIMILAR SNAKES: The black racer is the only other solid black snake resembling the eastern 

indigo snake. However, black racers have a white or cream chin, thinner bodies, and WILL BITE 

if handled. 

LIFE HISTORY: The eastern indigo snake occurs in a wide variety of terrestrial habitat types 

throughout Florida. Although they have a preference for uplands, they also utilize some wetlands 
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and agricultural areas. Eastern indigo snakes will often seek shelter inside gopher tortoise 

burrows and other below- and above-ground refugia, such as other animal burrows, stumps, 

roots, and debris piles. Females may lay from 4 - 12 white eggs as early as April through June, 

with young hatching in late July through October. 

PROTECTION UNDER FEDERAL AND STATE LAW: The eastern indigo snake is 

classified as a Threatened species by both the USFWS and the Florida Fish and Wildlife 

Conservation Commission. “Taking” of eastern indigo snakes is prohibited by the Endangered 

Species Act without a permit. “Take” is defined by the USFWS as an attempt to kill, harm, 

harass, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, trap, capture, collect, or engage in any such conduct. 

Penalties include a maximum fine of $25,000 for civil violations and up to $50,000 and/or 

imprisonment for criminal offenses, if convicted. 

Only individuals currently authorized through an issued Incidental Take Statement in association 

with a USFWS Biological Opinion, or by a Section 10(a)(1)(A) permit issued by the USFWS, to 

handle an eastern indigo snake are allowed to do so. 

IF YOU SEE A LIVE EASTERN INDIGO SNAKE ON THE SITE: 

	 Cease clearing activities and allow the live eastern indigo snake sufficient time to move 

away from the site without interference; 

 Personnel must NOT attempt to touch or handle snake due to protected status.  

 Take photographs of the snake, if possible, for identification and documentation purposes. 

 Immediately notify supervisor or the applicant’s designated agent, and the appropriate 

USFWS office, with the location information and condition of the snake.  

	 If the snake is located in a vicinity where continuation of the clearing or construction 

activities will cause harm to the snake, the activities must halt until such time that a 

representative of the USFWS returns the call (within one day) with further guidance as to 

when activities may resume. 

IF YOU SEE A DEAD EASTERN INDIGO SNAKE ON THE SITE: 

	 Cease clearing activities and immediately notify supervisor or the applicant’s designated 

agent, and the appropriate USFWS office, with the location information and condition of 

the snake.  

 Take photographs of the snake, if possible, for identification and documentation purposes.  

 Thoroughly soak the dead snake in water and then freeze the specimen. The appropriate 

wildlife agency will retrieve the dead snake.  

Telephone numbers of USFWS Florida Field Offices to be contacted if a live or dead 

eastern indigo snake is encountered: 

North Florida Field Office – (904) 731-3336 

Panama City Field Office – (850) 769-0552 

South Florida Field Office – (772) 562-3909 
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PRE-CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES 

1. The applicant or designated agent will post educational posters in the construction office and 

throughout the construction site, including any access roads. The posters must be clearly visible 

to all construction staff. A sample poster is attached. 

2. Prior to the onset of construction activities, the applicant/designated agent will conduct a 

meeting with all construction staff (annually for multi-year projects) to discuss identification of 

the snake, its protected status, what to do if a snake is observed within the project area, and 

applicable penalties that may be imposed if state and/or federal regulations are violated. An 

educational brochure including color photographs of the snake will be given to each staff 

member in attendance and additional copies will be provided to the construction superintendent 

to make available in the onsite construction office (a final brochure for Plan compliance, to be 

printed double-sided on 8.5” x 11” paper and then properly folded, is attached). Photos of 

eastern indigo snakes may be accessed on USFWS and/or FWC websites. 

3. Construction staff will be informed that in the event that an eastern indigo snake (live or dead) 

is observed on the project site during construction activities, all such activities are to cease until 

the established procedures are implemented according to the Plan, which includes notification of 

the appropriate USFWS Field Office. The contact information for the USFWS is provided on the 

referenced posters and brochures. 

DURING CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES 

1. During initial site clearing activities, an onsite observer may be utilized to determine whether 

habitat conditions suggest a reasonable probability of an eastern indigo snake sighting (example: 

discovery of snake sheds, tracks, lots of refugia and cavities present in the area of clearing 

activities, and presence of gopher tortoises and burrows). 

2. If an eastern indigo snake is discovered during gopher tortoise relocation activities (i.e. burrow 

excavation), the USFWS shall be contacted within one business day to obtain further guidance 

which may result in further project consultation. 

3. Periodically during construction activities, the applicant’s designated agent should visit the 

project area to observe the condition of the posters and Plan materials, and replace them as 

needed. Construction personnel should be reminded of the instructions (above) as to what is 

expected if any eastern indigo snakes are seen. 

POST CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES 

Whether or not eastern indigo snakes are observed during construction activities, a monitoring 

report should be submitted to the appropriate USFWS Field Office within 60 days of project 

completion. The report can be sent electronically to the appropriate USFWS e-mail address listed 

on page one of this Plan. 
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ATTENTION: 
THREATENED EASTERN INDIGO 
SNAKES MAY BE PRESENT ON 

THIS SITE!!! 

IF YOU SEE A LIVE EASTERN INDIGO SNAKE ON THE SITE:   
 

• Cease clearing activities and allow the eastern indigo snake sufficient time to move away from the site 
without interference.  

• Personnel must NOT attempt to touch or handle snake due to protected status.   
• Take photographs of the snake, if possible, for identification and documentation purposes.   
• Immediately notify supervisor or the applicant’s designated agent, and the appropriate U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service (USFWS) office, with the location information and condition of the snake.   
• If the snake is located in a vicinity where continuation of the clearing or construction activities will cause 

harm to the snake, the activities must halt until such time that a representative of the USFWS returns the 
call (within one day) with further guidance as to when activities may resume. 

  

IF YOU SEE A DEAD EASTERN INDIGO SNAKE ON THE SITE:  
 

• Cease clearing activities and immediately notify supervisor or the applicant’s designated agent, and the 
appropriate USFWS office, with the location information and condition of the snake.   

• Take photographs of the snake, if possible, for identification and documentation purposes.   
• Thoroughly soak the dead snake in water and then freeze the specimen. The appropriate wildlife agency will 

retrieve the dead snake.  
 
USFWS Florida Field Offices to be contacted if a live or dead eastern indigo snake is encountered: 
 North Florida Field Office – (904) 731-3336  
 Panama City Field Office – (850) 769-0552  
 South Florida Field Office – (772) 562-3909  
  
Killing, harming, or harassing indigo snakes is strictly prohibited and punishable under State and Federal Law. 

 
DESCRIPTION:  The eastern indigo snake is one of the largest non-venomous snakes in North America, with individuals 
 often reaching up to 8 feet in length. They derive their name from the glossy, blue-black color of their 
 scales above and uniformly slate blue below. Frequently, they have orange to coral reddish coloration 
 in the throat area, yet some specimens have been reported to only have cream coloration on the 
 throat. These snakes are not typically aggressive and will attempt to crawl away when disturbed. 
 Though indigo snakes rarely bite, they should NOT be handled.   

  
SIMILAR SNAKES:  The black racer is the only other solid black snake resembling the eastern indigo snake. However, black 
 racers have a white or cream chin, thinner bodies, and WILL BITE if handled. 
  
LIFE HISTORY:  The eastern indigo snake occurs in a wide variety of terrestrial habitat types throughout Florida. 
 Although they have a preference for uplands, they also utilize some wetlands and agricultural areas. 
 Eastern indigo snakes will often seek shelter inside gopher tortoise burrows and other below- and above-
 ground refugia, such as other animal burrows, stumps, roots, and debris piles. Females may lay from 4 - 12 
 white eggs as early as April through June, with young hatching in late July through October. 
  
PROTECTION: The eastern indigo snake is classified as a Threatened species by both the USFWS and the Florida Fish and 
 Wildlife Conservation Commission. “Taking” of eastern indigo snakes is prohibited by the 
 Endangered Species Act without a permit. “Take” is defined by the USFWS as an attempt to kill, harm, 
 harass, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, trap, capture, collect, or engage in any such conduct. Penalties include 
 a maximum fine of $25,000 for civil violations and up to $50,000 and/or imprisonment for criminal 
 offenses, if convicted. 

  
Only individuals currently authorized through an issued Incidental Take Statement in association with a  

USFWS Biological Opinion, or by a Section 10(a)(1)(A) permit issued by the USFWS, to handle  an  
eastern indigo snake are allowed to do so. 

 

Photo: Dirk Stevenson 

    August 12, 2013 
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Standard Manatee Conditions for In-Water Work 

 
 

  



  
 

 
    

 
 
 

    
   

    
  

   
 

   
 

    
   

 
      

   
      

 
   

    
    

   
     

  
 

   
  

  
    

 
 

     
     

        
          

      
     

   
  

 
 

STANDARD MANATEE CONDITIONS FOR IN-WATER WORK 
2011 

The permittee shall comply with the following conditions intended to protect manatees from direct project 
effects: 

a.	 All personnel associated with the project shall be instructed about the presence of manatees and 
manatee speed zones, and the need to avoid collisions with and injury to manatees. The 
permittee shall advise all construction personnel that there are civil and criminal penalties for 
harming, harassing, or killing manatees which are protected under the Marine Mammal Protection 
Act, the Endangered Species Act, and the Florida Manatee Sanctuary Act. 

b.	 All vessels associated with the construction project shall operate at "Idle Speed/No Wake” at all 
times while in the immediate area and while in water where the draft of the vessel provides less 
than a four-foot clearance from the bottom. All vessels will follow routes of deep water whenever 
possible. 

c.	 Siltation or turbidity barriers shall be made of material in which manatees cannot become 
entangled, shall be properly secured, and shall be regularly monitored to avoid manatee 
entanglement or entrapment. Barriers must not impede manatee movement. 

d.	 All on-site project personnel are responsible for observing water-related activities for the presence 
of manatee(s). All in-water operations, including vessels, must be shutdown if a manatee(s) 
comes within 50 feet of the operation.  Activities will not resume until the manatee(s) has moved 
beyond the 50-foot radius of the project operation, or until 30 minutes elapses if the manatee(s) 
has not reappeared within 50 feet of the operation. Animals must not be herded away or harassed 
into leaving. 

e.	 Any collision with or injury to a manatee shall be reported immediately to the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) Hotline at 1-888-404-3922.  Collision and/or injury 
should also be reported to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in Jacksonville (1-904-731-3336) for 
north Florida or Vero Beach (1-772-562-3909) for south Florida, and to FWC at 
ImperiledSpecies@myFWC.com 

f.	 Temporary signs concerning manatees shall be posted prior to and during all in-water project 
activities.  All signs are to be removed by the permittee upon completion of the project. Temporary 
signs that have already been approved for this use by the FWC must be used. One sign which 
reads Caution: Boaters must be posted.  A second sign measuring at least 8 ½” by 11" explaining 
the requirements for “Idle Speed/No Wake” and the shut down of in-water operations must be 
posted in a location prominently visible to all personnel engaged in water-related activities. These 
signs can be viewed at MyFWC.com/manatee. Questions concerning these signs can be sent to 
the email address listed above. 

mailto:ImperiledSpecies@myFWC.com�


 

CAUTION: MANATEE HABITAT 

All project vessels 

IDLE SPEED / NO WAKE 

When a manatee is within 50 feet of work 
all in-water activities must 

SHUT DOWN 

Report any collision with or injury to a manatee: 

Wildlife Alert: 
1-888-404-FWCC (3922) 

cell * FWC or #FWC 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE 
Southeast Regional Office 
263 13th Avenue South 
St. Petersburg, FL 33701 
 
 

SEA TURTLE AND SMALLTOOTH SAWFISH CONSTRUCTION CONDITIONS 
 

The permittee shall comply with the following protected species construction conditions: 
 

a. The permittee shall instruct all personnel associated with the project of the potential presence of 
these species and the need to avoid collisions with sea turtles and smalltooth sawfish.  All 
construction personnel are responsible for observing water-related activities for the presence of 
these species.  

 
b. The permittee shall advise all construction personnel that there are civil and criminal penalties for 

harming, harassing, or killing sea turtles or smalltooth sawfish, which are protected under the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973. 

 
c. Siltation barriers shall be made of material in which a sea turtle or smalltooth sawfish cannot 

become entangled, be properly secured, and be regularly monitored to avoid protected species 
entrapment.  Barriers may not block sea turtle or smalltooth sawfish entry to or exit from 
designated critical habitat without prior agreement from the National Marine Fisheries Service’s 
Protected Resources Division, St. Petersburg, Florida. 

 
d. All vessels associated with the construction project shall operate at “no wake/idle” speeds at all 

times while in the construction area and while in water depths where the draft of the vessel 
provides less than a four-foot clearance from the bottom.  All vessels will preferentially follow 
deep-water routes (e.g., marked channels) whenever possible. 

 
e. If a sea turtle or smalltooth sawfish is seen within 100 yards of the active daily 

construction/dredging operation or vessel movement, all appropriate precautions shall be 
implemented to ensure its protection.  These precautions shall include cessation of operation of 
any moving equipment closer than 50 feet of a sea turtle or smalltooth sawfish.  Operation of any 
mechanical construction equipment shall cease immediately if a sea turtle or smalltooth sawfish is 
seen within a 50-ft radius of the equipment.  Activities may not resume until the protected species 
has departed the project area of its own volition. 

 
f. Any collision with and/or injury to a sea turtle or smalltooth sawfish shall be reported 

immediately to the National Marine Fisheries Service’s Protected Resources Division (727-824-
5312) and the local authorized sea turtle stranding/rescue organization. 

 
g. Any special construction conditions, required of your specific project, outside these general 

conditions, if applicable, will be addressed in the primary consultation. 
 

 
 

Revised: March 23, 2006 
O:\forms\Sea Turtle and Smalltooth Sawfish Construction Conditions.doc 
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Construction Guidelines in Florida for Minor Piling-Supported Structures Constructed in 

or over Submerged Aquatic Vegetation (SAV) Marsh or Mangrove Habitat 
 
 
 

  



October 2002 - Grid Specifications and Suppliers Section modified to add an additional vendor of materials. 
February 2003 – Manufacturer name changed from ChemGrate to FiberGrate 
May 2003 - The terms dock and pier were removed and replaced by the term piling-supported structure, to clarify our intent. 
March 2008 – Added requirement for 43% open space in grids; added additional manufacturer of grating.  
November 2017 – Manufacturer of grated material updated to include Voyager Industries. 

 

Construction Guidelines in Florida for Minor Piling-Supported Structures Constructed in 
or over Submerged Aquatic Vegetation (SAV), Marsh or Mangrove Habitat 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers/National Marine Fisheries Service 
November 2017 

 
Submerged Aquatic Vegetation: 

 
1. Avoidance. The piling-supported structure shall be aligned so as to minimize the size of the footprint over SAV beds. 

 
2. The height of piling-supported structure shall be a minimum of 5 feet above MHW/OHW as measured from the top 
surface of the decking. 

 
3. The width of the piling-supported structure is limited to a maximum of 4 feet. A turnaround area is allowed for piling- 
supported structures greater than 200 feet in length.  The turnaround is limited to a section of the piling-supported 
structure no more than 10 feet in length and no more than 6 feet in width.  The turnaround shall be located at the 
midpoint of the piling-supported structure. 

 
4. Over-SAV bed portions of the piling-supported structure shall be oriented in a north-south orientation to the maximum 
extent that is practicable. 

 
5. a. If possible, terminal platforms shall be placed in deep water, waterward of SAV beds or in an area devoid of SAV 
beds. 

 
b. If a terminal platform is placed over SAV areas and constructed of grated decking, the total size of the platform shall 

be limited to 160 square feet.  The grated deck material shall conform to the specifications stipulated below.  The 
configuration of the platform shall be a maximum of 8 feet by 20 feet. A minimum of 5 feet by 20 feet shall conform to 
the 5-foot height requirement; a 3 feet by 20 feet section may be placed 3 feet above MHW to facilitate boat access. The 
long axis of the platform should be aligned in a north-south direction to the maximum extent that is practicable. 

 
c. If the terminal platform is placed over SAV areas and constructed of planks, the total size of the platform shall be 

limited to 120 square feet.  The configuration of the platform shall be a maximum of 6 feet by 20 feet of which a 
minimum 4-foot wide by 20-foot long section shall conform to the 5-foot height requirement. A section may be placed 3 
feet above MHW to facilitate boat access. The 3 feet above MHW section shall be cantilevered. The long axis of the 
platform should be aligned in a north-south direction to the maximum extent that is practicable. If the 3feet above MHW 
section is constructed with grating material, it may be 3 feet wide. 

 
6. One uncovered boat lift area is allowed. A narrow catwalk (2 feet wide if planks are used, 3 feet wide if grating is 
used ) may be added to facilitate boat maintenance along the outboard side of the boat lift and a 4-foot wide walkway 
may be added along the stern end of the boat lift, provided all such walkways are elevated 5 feet above MHW.  The 
catwalk shall be cantilevered from the outboard mooring pilings (spaced no closer than 10 feet apart). 

 
7.  Pilings shall be installed in a manner which will not result in the formation of sedimentary deposits("donuts" or 
"halos") around the newly installed pilings. Pile driving is the preferred method of installation, but jetting with a low 
pressure pump may be used. 

 
8. The spacing of pilings through SAV beds shall be a minimum of 10 feet on center. 

 
9. The gaps between deckboards shall be a minimum of ½ inch. 

 

 
 
  



October 2002 - Grid Specifications and Suppliers Section modified to add an additional vendor of materials. 
February 2003 – Manufacturer name changed from ChemGrate to FiberGrate 
May 2003 - The terms dock and pier were removed and replaced by the term piling-supported structure, to clarify our intent. 
March 2008 – Added requirement for 43% open space in grids; added additional manufacturer of grating.  
November 2017 – Manufacturer of grated material updated to include Voyager Industries. 

 

Marsh: 
 

1. The piling-supported structure shall be aligned so as to have the smallest over-marsh footprint as practicable. 
 

2. The over-marsh portion of the piling-supported shall be elevated to at least 4 feet above the marsh floor. 
 

3.   The width of the piling-supported is limited to a maximum of 4 feet.   Any exceptions to the width must be 
accompanied by an equal increase in height requirement. 

 
 

Mangroves. 
 

1. The width of the piling-supported structure is limited to a maximum of 4 feet. 
 

2. Mangrove clearing is restricted to the width of the piling-supported structure. 
 

3. The location and alignment of the piling-supported structure should be through the narrowest area of the mangrove 
fringe. 

 

 
 
 

Grid Specifications and Suppliers 
 
 

The following information does not constitute a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers endorsement or advertisement for 
any particular provider and is provided only as an example for those interested in obtaining these materials for 
piling-supported structure construction. Light-transmitting materials are made of various materials shaped in the 
form of grids, grates, lattices, etc., to allow the passage of light through the open spaces. All light-transmitting 
materials used in construction for minor piling-supported structures shall have a minimum of forty-three (43) 
percent open space. 

 
A type of fiberglass grate panel is manufactured by SeaSafe (Lafayette, LA; phone: 1-800-326-8842) and FiberGrate 
(1-800-527-4043). A type of plastic grating is manufactured by ThruFlow Interlocking Panels (1-888-478-3569). 
Plastic grate panels are also distributed by Southern Pine Lumber Company (Stuart, FL; 772-692-2300).  Grated 
panels can be obtained from Titan Deck/Voyager Industries (Brandon, MN; 877-207-4136; www.titandeck.net).  
Panels are available in a variety of sizes and thicknesses. For safety, the grate should contain an anti-slip texture 
which is integrally molded into the top surface. The manufacturer or local distributor should be consulted to ensure 
that the load-bearing capacity of the selected product is sufficient to support the intended purpose. Contact the 
manufacturer(s) for product specifications and a list of regional distributors. 
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4-feet 
 
 
 

2-feet 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
10-feet 

“GRATED DECKING” 
Means manufactured with a minimum of 

43% open space. 
 
Spacing of pilings through SAV beds shall 

be a minimum of 10-feet on center. 
 

MIDPOINT TURNAROUND 
Only for docks over 200-feet long. 

 
 

LIFT ONLY 
No roof. 

Vessel should be stored as high above 
MHW as possible . 

NOTES: 
•  Not to scale. 
•  All widths are maximum dimension. 
•  All heights are minimum dimension. 
•  Piling supported structures over SAV 

should be oriented north-south to the 
extent practicable. 

•  MHW = mean high water 

 
 
 
 
 

STEPS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5-feet 3-feet 

 
 
 

4-feet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Width of 
slip/lift 

may vary. 

 
 
 
STEPS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-feet 

 
 
 
 
 
20-feet 

STERN WALKWAY 
Allowed if lift constructed. 

May be less than 4-feet wide 
if longer slip is needed. 

 
MINIMUM HEIGHT 

No less than 5-feet above MHW 
 

ACCESS CATWALKS 
3-feet wide if grated decking. 

3-feet above MHW to facilitate 
boat access. 

Cantilevered off main structures; 
no additional pilings. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5-feet 
 

MHW 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3-feet 

 
OVERHEAD PLAN VIEW FRONT PLAN VIEW 
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4-feet 
 
 
 

2-feet 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
10-feet 

The gaps between deckboards shall be a 
minimum of 1/2 inch. 

 
Spacing of pilings through SAV beds shall 

be a minimum of 10-feet on center. 
 
 

MIDPOINT TURNAROUND 
Only for docks over 200-feet long. 

 
 

LIFT ONLY 
No roof. 

Vessel should be stored as high above 
MHW as possible . 

NOTES: 
•  Not to scale. 
•  All widths are maximum dimension. 
•  All heights are minimum dimension. 
•  Piling supported structures over SAV 

should be oriented north-south to the 
extent practicable. 

•  MHW = mean high water 

 
 
 
 
 

STEPS 

 
 
 

4-feet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Width of 
slip/lift 

may vary. 

 
 
 
STEPS 

 
 
 
 
 
20-feet 

STERN WALKWAY 
Allowed if lift constructed. 

May be less than 4-feet wide 
if longer slip is needed. 

 
MINIMUM HEIGHT 

No less than 5-feet above MHW 
 

ACCESS CATWALKS 
2-feet wide if wood decking. 

3-feet above MHW to facilitate 
boat access. 

Cantilevered off main structures; 
no additional pilings. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5-feet 
 

MHW 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3-feet 

 

4-feet  2-feet 2-feet 
 

OVERHEAD PLAN VIEW 

 
 
FRONT PLAN VIEW 
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Save Sea Turtles, Saw�sh, 
and Dolphins

 

 

• Report injured, entangled, hooked, or stranded 
   dolphins and sea turtles to the 24-hour hotline:

 
• Never cast towards dolphins, sea turtles, or sawfish.

• Change location or reel in your line if a dolphin, sea turtle, or sawfish 
   shows interest in your bait or catch. 

• Release catch away from dolphins when and where possible without 
   violating any state or federal fishing regulations.

• Do not feed or attempt to feed wild dolphins 
   or sea turtles - it’s harmful and illegal.

• Do not dispose of leftover bait or cleaned fish 
   remains in water.

• Use circle or corrodible (non-stainless steel) hooks to reduce injury.

• Use recycling bins for fishing line and do not  
   throw trash or unwanted line in the water. 

• If you hook a SEA TURTLE, immediately call 
   the 24-hour hotline at 1-877-942-5343 
   and follow response team instructions.

• If you hook a SAWFISH:  

1-877-942-5343

If you cannot reach a response team, follow these guidelines 
to reduce injuries: 
1)  If possible, use a net or lift by the shell to bring the turtle on pier or land. 
     Do NOT lift by hook or line. 
2)  Cut the line close to the hook, removing as much line as possible.
3)  Release turtle. 

Download the
Dolphin & Whale 911 app

on your iPhone or Android
 for reporting

marine mammals.

While Fishing, Following These Tips: 

1)  Do not remove the fish from the water.
2)  Cut the line close to the hook.
3)  Release it as quickly as possible.
4)  Report it immediately to 1-941-255-7403.



Or email: nmfs.ser.sturgeonnetwork@noaa.gov

Support scienti�c research by reporting the following 
observations to the Southeast U.S. Sturgeon Hotline:
 •  speci�c location where the �sh was caught or found     
       (if alive, do not remove from the water, cut the line as close to the hook as possible, and release it. if it is dead, do not touch or move it), 

•  the condition of the caught or dead �sh 
      (e.g. level of decay and signs of trauma or injury),

•  presence of scienti�c research tags 
    (report color and writing on the tags),  

•  the estimated length of the �sh 
       (from nose to end of tail), and

•  if possible, a picture of the entire �sh     
       (this will allow for proper species identi�cation).   

REPORT STURGEON 

1-844-STURG 911

Sturgeon are federally protected in the Southeast U.S. 
              It’s illegal to harm or keep them.             

http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov

(1-844-788-7491)

If you catch a sturgeon or �nd one dead, call the Southeast U.S. Sturgeon Hotline:
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