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UNITEC3 STATES OEPARTMEIMT OF COMMERCE 
National Ooaanio and A tm oapharlo Admlniatration
N A TIO NAL M A R IN E  F ISH E R IE S SE R V IC E  
S ilv e r  S p n n g ,  M D  S Q S 1 0

February 4, 2014

David Bernhart
Assistant Regional Administrator for Protected Resources 
NOAA Fisheries Service, Southeast Regional Office 
263 13th Avenue South 
Saint Petersburg, Florida 33701

Re; DWH-ERP-Request for section 7 Endangered Species Act Informal Consultation for Deepwater 
Horizon Oil Spill Phase 111 Early Restoration Plan project Bald Point State Park Recreation Area (Bald 
Point)

Dear David,

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Restoration Center requests 
informal consultation with your office, under section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (ESA), for 
impacts from the Bald Point Project. This project may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect the 
following federally listed species administered by NOAA Fisheries:

Sea Turtles (Green-T, Hawksbill-E, Leatherback-E, Loggerhead-T, Kemp’s Ridley-E)

Gulf sturgeon-T

Smalltooth Sawfish-E

The NOAA Restoration Center, a Lead Federal Agency, is requesting consultation on behalf of the 
Natural Resource Trustees for Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill. Enclosed please find a Biological 
Assessment and a NMFS ESA Checklist for this Phase III Early Restoration Project.

For further questions about the project, please contact jamie Schubert of our staff at 409-621-1248.

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

Supervisor, Southeast Region, NOAA Restoration Center 
NOAA Fisheries Office of Habitat Conservation
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January 30, 2014

Dear Protected Resources Division:

We are requesting concurrence from the Protected Resources Division, NOAA Fisheries 
Service, Southeast Regional Office, that the proposed Bald Point State Park Recreation 
Area (Bald Point) project is not likely to adversely affect listed species managed by the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) in the project area (see 
project description and list below). The Department of the Interior (DOT), acting through 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (the Service) and other Bureaus, and the Department 
of Commerce, acting through the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) are designated natural resource trustee agencies authorized by the Oil Pollution 
Act of 1990 (OPA) and other applicable federal laws to assess and assert a natural 
resource damages claim for this Oil Spill.

Project Description

As part of this project, the Florida Park Service (FPS) and the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection (FDEP) propose to make a number of improvements to the 
currently existing and utilized Bald Point State Park located in Franklin County, Florida. 
Bald Point State Park is located in Franklin County, Florida (see Figure 1 for the relative 
location of the park). Park features include waterfront access for swimming, sunbathing, 
fishing, canoeing, kayaking, and upland activities such as hiking and wildlife viewing 
(See Figure 2 for a map of current park amenities).

The proposed project would construct a visitor day-use area that includes picnic 
pavilions, boardwalks, a restroom with an aerobic treatment system and associated 
drainfield in upland areas along with a canoe/kayak launch and floating dock. These 
amenities would be constructed, under current plans, just to the East of the marked bridge 
along Chaires Creek off of Range Road in Figure 2. Figure 3 provides a conceptual plan 
for this development while the exact placement of these items would be determined once 
the project has final design plans.

The proposed canoe/kayak launch and floating dock would be constructed along Chaires 
Creek which is part of the estuarine tidal system through Chaires Creek. As part of this 
construction approximately 23 cubic yards of material would be excavated from Chaires 
Creek, which has been dredged previously, to connect the creek to Lake Tucker, and to 
facilitate installation of a pier (See Figure 3). This work has been approved in a US 
Army Corps of Engineers permit. Work would be completed almost entirely from the 
uplands and would, according to the current conceptual plan, require placing roughly 11 
pilings in the river for the constmction of the roughly 520 square foot dock and 
canoe/kayak launch.. The approximate location for the proposed dock and canoe/kayak 
launch is Latitude 29.92892 N and Longitude 84.35917 W.

Piling placement/construction methods would be delineated in the final project design.
All permit conditions and best management practices (BMPs) would be followed to
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ensure potential impacts to species and habitat are minimized. In-water project work is 
expected to take 12 to 18 months, including permitting and construction. The total 
duration of in-water work would be a small fraction of this total time.

Effect o f  the Proposed Action

As part of the project review process, we carefully reviewed and completed an initial 
National Marine Fisheries Service Endangered Species Checklist for this project on July 
30, 2013. As part of this effort, we reviewed a list of species and their critical habitat that 
“may be present” within the project area. The 7 species from this list that may be present 
in the proposed project area, and their status, include:

• Gulf Sturgeon, Acipenser oxyrinchus desotoi. Threatened
• Smalltooth Sawfish, Prislis peclinala, Endangered
• Green Sea Turtle, Chelonia mydas. Endangered
• Loggerhead Sea Turtle, Caretta caretta, Threatened
• Hawksbill Sea Turtle, Eretmochelys imbricate. Endangered
• Leatherback Sea Turtle, Dermochelys coriacea, Endangered
• Kemp’s Ridley Sea Turtle, Lepidochelys kempii. Endangered

An evaluation of potential impacts to each of these species, and any associated critical 
habitat areas that intersect the proposed project activity area, follows.

G ulf Sturgeon

The proposed project location currently under consideration is located outside of 
identified Gulf Sturgeon critical habitat units. As a result, there is a reduced expectation 
of encountering Gulf sturgeon during the execution of the project. In addition, the project 
will be implemented incorporating the hest management practices identified within the 
Sea Turtle and Smalltooth Sawfish Construction Conditions (NOAA, 2006) to help to 
avoid injury. As a result of the limited expected presence of Gulf sturgeon and 
incorporation of the BMP’s during in-water construction activity suggests direct impacts 
would not likely be detectable or measurable so would be insignificant.

Smalltooth Sawfish

Encounter data indicate a resident population of Smalltooth sawfish exists only in 
southwest Florida (Simpfendorfer and Wiley, 2005). Only scattered individual encounters 
of species have occurred in areas north of Charlotte Harbor (Norton et al. 2012). In 
addition, most of the encounters reported from the Panhandle between 2001 and 2006 
were associated with sandy beaches or in deeper water (NMFS 2009). Due to the lack of 
suitable habitat and extremely rare occurrence of Smalltooth sawfish in the project area, 
exposure of Smalltooth sawfish to the proposed project is very unlikely. In addition, 
adverse effects due to the proposed project are not likely to be detectable or measurable 
due to the proposed implementation of NMFS's Sea Turtle and Smalltooth Sawfish 
Construction Conditions (NOAA, 2006). Therefore, effects to Smalltooth sawfish due to 
the proposed project would be insignificant.
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Sea Turtles

The range of sea turtles suggests they could generally occur in the project area. However, 
the in-water work would not take place in identified critical habitat areas for any sea 
turtle species (nearest proposed critical habitat is for loggerheads LOGG-N-FL-31 -  see 
NOAA, 2013).

Florida conducts sea turtle nesting monitoring which provides some indication of sea 
turtle activity levels in the area. The project area was not directly surveyed since it is an 
inland water body, but data exists for the Bald Point State Park beach and is summarized 
in Table 1 to provide some proxy of potential sea turtle presence in the project area. 
Figure 4, developed using the state’s sea turtle nesting and occurrence reporting system 
(FWC, 2013), shows the portion of the surveyed beach nearest to the project location.

Table 1. Summary of Sea Turtle Nesting and Oeeurrenee Data from the nearest surveyed 
beaches to the project area (Bald Point State Park, see Figure 4 for orientation relative to 
project site)

Sea turtle Nesting density ranlT

Green sea turtles Low

Loggerhead sea turtles Low-Medium

Leatherback sea turtles Not Ih-esent

Sea turtle Nesting occurrence data'’

Hawksbill sea turtles Absent

Kemp’s ridley sea turtles Absent

“ Nesting habitat for these species is ranked based on quartiles of observed density in the state along 
surveyed reaches of beach based on data from 2008-2012. Low values were in the lower quartile, high 
values in the highest quartile and the Medium value reflects an observation from the middle two 
quartiles. Not present indicates no observed nesting from 2008-2012.

The available data from 2008-2012 for these species is summarized only in terms of whether the 
species nested (i.e., present) or not (i.e., absent) during the period in the smvej^ed area.

Source. FWC, 2013

Table 1 suggests Leatherback, Hawksbill, and Kemp’s ridley turtles would be extremely 
unlikely to be in the project area while there is some low chance for Green and 
Loggerhead turtles to be present. However, the location of the project on a tidally 
influenced creek further reduces expectations of encountering these species and lowers 
the chance for adverse impacts. In addition, adverse effects due to the proposed project 
are not likely to be detectable or measurable due to the proposed implementation of
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NMFS's Sea Turtle and Smalltooth Sawfish Construction Conditions (NOAA, 2006). 
Therefore, effects to sea turtles due to the proposed project would he insignificant.

Determination o f Effect

Based upon this review, we conclude the proposed action “may affect, but is not likely to 
adversely affect” the following protected species (there are no critical habitats in the 
project area):

• Gulf Sturgeon - The proposed project may affect, but is not likely to adversely 
affect and will not jeopardize the continued existence of the species.

• Smalltooth Sawfish -  The proposed project may affect, but is not likely to 
adversely affect and will not jeopardize the continued existence of the species.

• Green Sea Turtle - The proposed project may affect, but is not likely to adversely 
affect and will not jeopardize the continued existence of the species.

Loggerhead Sea Turtle - The proposed project may affect, but is not likely to 
adversely affect and will not jeopardize the continued existence of the species.

Hawksbill Sea Turtle - The proposed project may affect, but is not likely to 
adversely affect and will not jeopardize the continued existence of the species.

Leatherback Sea Turtle - The proposed project may affect, but is not likely to 
adversely affect and will not jeopardize the continued existence of the species.

Kemp’s Ridley Sea Turtle - The proposed project may affect, but is not likely to 
adversely affect and will not jeopardize the continued existence of the species.
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Figure 1. Location o f Bald Point State Park R ecreation Area.
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NMFS Endangered Species Act Section 7 Checklist for Federal Action Agencies

A) Project Identification

Lead Action Agency:

Agency Contact: (Phone, E-mai 

Applicant Name:

Florida D ep artm en t o f E nvironm ental Protection/NOAA

Lee Edm inston (850.670.7721, Lee.Edm inston@ dep.state.fl.us)/NOAA R estoration C enter, S o u th eas t 
Reg Iona I Office, Ja m ie Sch u bert, 409.621.1248, Ja mie.Sch u bert@ noaa .gov.

P repared  by S tratus C onsulting (rep resen ting  th e  S ta te  o f Florida N atural R esource T rustees -  The Florida 
D epartm en t o f E nvironm ental P ro tec tion  an d  th e  Florida Fish and  Wildlife C onservation  Com m issions)

Project Name & ID #: Bald Point S tate  Park Recreation Areas

B) Project Location

1. Address and description o f property (i.e., public, residential, commercial, industrial, etc.):
Bald Point S ta te  Park is located  in A lligator Point, Franklin C ounty, FL. The p ro ject location is a S tate  Park w ith som e am enities, th e  
su rround ing  a rea  is n o t developed .

2. Latitude & Longitude:
i. Decimal D egrees and  D atum  [e.g., 27.71622° N, 80.25174° W (NAD83)]
ii. O nline conversion: h ttp ://transition .fcc.aov/m b/audio/bickel/D D D M M SS-decim al.h tm l

i. See a tta c h e d  figure, "BaldPointStatePark.jpg", w hich illustrates th e  ta rg e te d  areas w ith la titude  and  long itude  coord inates .

3. Waterbody:
i. N am e o f th e  body  o f w ate r on  w hich th e  p ro jec t is located  (e.g., St. Johns River, Tam pa Bay, S uw annee River)
ii. If riverine o r estuarine , ap p rox im ate  nav igable  d is tan ce  from  m arine en v iro n m en t (e.g., A tlantic, Gulf o f Mexico)

i. Bald Point S ta te  park  is located  on  th e G u lf  o f Mexico, a po rtion  o f th e  pro jec t is located  on C haires Creek, im m ediately  up stream  o f its 
confluence  w ith th e G u lf  o f Mexico.
ii. The pro jec t is located  on th e G u lf  o f Mexico, see a tta c h e d  figure, "BaldPointStatePark.jpg".

C) Project Description

1. Existing Structures: (D escribe cu rren t and  historical struc tu res in p ro jec t area.)
i. M arina, seawall, riprap, dock, etc.
ii. N um ber o f slips, size (area o f overw ater structures), liner foo tage , location, o rien ta tion , etc.

i.T he pro jec t a rea  is a recreational facility w ith som e am enities, all cu rren t struc tu res a re  in th e  u p land  area.
ii. T here a re  no  slips o r over-w ater s truc tu res in th e  pro jec t area.

2 . Existing Conditions: (D escribe th e  pro jec t area.)
i. S ubstra te  type, w a te r quality , d ep th , cu rren t, etc.

i.T he existing cond itions include m ostly  un d ev e lo p ed  up lan d /sh o re lin e  hab ita t including v e g e ta te d  an d  sandy  beach  areas. The in­
w ate r hab ita t is shallow , n ea rsh o reG u lf o f Mexico, and  o p en -w a te r Gulf o f Mexico hab itat.

3. Seagrasses & Other Marine Vegetation:
i. If a ben th ic  survey w as c o n d u c te d , prov ide d a te o f  survey and  a copy  o f th e  report.
ii. Species area o f coverage  estim ates  and  density  o f species coverage  (percen tage) estim ates.
iii. Location relative to  p ro p o sed  structures. Provide d e ta iled  sketch o f action  area an d  location o f seagrasses.

N/A, no seagrass is p resen t.
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4. Mangroves:
i. Species (red, black, o r w hite)
ii. Area (square fo o tag e  and  linear foo tage). Provide de ta iled  sketch  o f action  area and  location o f m angroves.

N/A, no m angroves a re  p resen t.

5. Corals:
i. Species area o f coverage  estim a tes  (percen tage) an d  density  o f species estim ates.
ii. Location relative to  p ro p o sed  structu res. Provide d e ta iled  sketch o f action  area an d  location o f corals.

N/A, no corals a re  p resen t.

D) Project Construction Methods

1. Methods:
i. C onstruction  m e th o d o lo g y  (Please prov ide detail)
ii. D em olition/rem oval o f existing stru c tu res/d eb ris
iii. Location o f w ork (e.g., barge, upland, o r both)

i. S tandard  construc tion  m e th o d s  will b e  u sed  to  build new  picnic pavilions, boardw alks, a restroom , an  aerobic  tre a tm e n t system  a n d  
drainfield, and  a floating  dock. Specific construction  m e th o d s  will be  finalized in th e  final p ro ject design . A tem p o ra ry  soil stockpile area 
will b e  located  near th e  construction  area. All perm it cond itions and  BMPs will b e  follow ed for construc tion  activities.
ii. A pproxim ately  23 cubic yards of m aterial will b e  excavated  from  Chaires C reek to  facilitate installation  o f a pier - th is w ork has been  
ap p ro v ed  in a US ACE perm it.
iii. Work will be  co m p le ted  a lm ost entirely  from  th e  uplands. A small po rtion  o f w ork (associated  w ith building th e  floating  dock) m ay 
take  place in-w ater.

2. Docks:
i. Is th is a fishing pier? (public o r private)

1. If so, how  m any p eo p le  are  exp ec ted  to  fish per day?
2. How d o  you plan to  add ress  hook  an d  line cap tu res?

ii. Type o f decking
1. G rated  (In Florida) -

Dock G uidelines - h ttp ://sero .nm fs.noaa .qov /p r/endanqered% 20species/S ection% 207/D ockG uidelines.pd f 
Dock Key - h ttp ://sero .nm fs.noaa .qov /p r/endanqered% 20species/S ection% 207/D ockK ev .pdf
a. Grating ty pe /design
b. M anufacturer's nam e an d  add ress
c. Percen t light tran sm ittan ce  (%LT)

2. W ooden planks or co m p o site  planks
a. P roposed  spacing b e tw een  bo ard s (0.50-inch, 0.75-inch, etc.)

ii. H eight ab o v e  M ean High W ater (MHW) eleva tion
iii. D irectional o rien ta tion
iv. Shading im pacts (calculate square  foo tage)
V. Sea Turtle and  Sm alltooth Sawfish C onstruction  C onditions, d a te d  March 23 ,2006
http ://sero .nm fs.noaa.qov/pr/endanqered% 20species/Sea% 20T urtle% 20and% 20Sm alltoo th% 20Saw fish% 20C onstruction%

20C onditions% 203-23-06.pdf

i. No, th e re  a re  no  fishing piers w ithin th is project.
ii. For th e  dock  to  b e  used  as a canoe/kayak  launch, th e  g ra ting  design , m anufacterer's  inform ation, %LT, th e  ty p e  o f decking th a t will be 
used, and  th e  spacing  b e tw een  boards will b e  de lin ea ted  in th e  final p ro jec t design.
ii. The do ck  will b e  floating, so will be approx im ate ly  even  w ith MHW elevation .
iii. The c u rren t do ck  design  is for an L-shaped structu re , th e  floating portion  will run S W to  NE, th e  ram p section and  boardw alk  over 
up land  areas  will run NW to  SE, perpend icu lar to  th e  floating  dock.
iv. The ap p ro x im ate  size o f th e  floating  dock  is 520 square  feet.
V. Sea Turtle an d  Sm alltooth  Sawfish C onstruction  C onditions will b e  follow ed.

3. Pilings &Sheetpiles
i. C onstruction  m e th o d o lo g y  (i.e., pile driving, v ibratory  ham m er, je tting).
ii. M ust prov ide piling size, m aterial, an d  n u m b er o f pilings.
iii. Have po ten tia l im pacts to  species been  ad eq u a te ly  ad d ressed  (including m arine vegeta tion )?

i. Piling construc tion  m e th o d s will be d e lin ea ted  in th e  final p ro jec t design .
ii. The piling size, m aterial, a n d  n u m b er o f pilings will be  p rovided  in th e  final p ro jec t design.
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iii. Potential im pacts to  species a re  currently  being  eva lua ted , all perm it cond itions and  BMPs will b e  fo llow ed to  en su re  po ten tia l 
im pacts to  species a re  m inim ized.

4. Boat Slips
I. N um ber an d  size o f new  slips, ch a n g e  from  existing
ii. H igh-and-dry b o a t sto rage: vessel s to rag e  capacity
iii. E stim ated shadow  effect o f th e  boa t (square fo o ta g e  o f sh ad ed  area b en ea th  boat)

N/A, th e re  are no  b o a t slips a t  th is p ro ject location.

5. Boat Ramp
i. N u m b e ro f ram ps an d  size o f ram ps
ii. N u m b e ro f vessels th a t can  b e  m oored  (i.e., s tag ing  area)
iii. Trailer parking lot capacity

N/A, th e  pro jec t d o es  n o t involve b o a t ram p construc tion  o r repair.

6. Shoreline Armoring: Seawalls, jetties, etc.
i. P roject descrip tion , linear fo o tage , sq u are  fo o tag e , m aterial, etc. Provide d e ta iled  sketch  o f  action  area an d  location of 

s tructure .

N/A, th e  pro jec t d o es  n o t include shoreline arm oring.

7. Dredging
i. D redge ty p e  (hopper, cu tte rh ead , clam shell, etc.)
ii. D epth  o f cu t
iii. Area (square feet) to  be d red g ed
iv. V olum e of m aterial (cubic yards)
V. Spoil d isposition  plans (i.e., w here  is d re d g e d  m aterial being d isposed  of? Location o f d isposal area (up lan d /o p en  w a te r/ 

beneficial use site), sed im en t ty p e  a t disposal area, th ickness o f  fill p lacem ent) 
vi. H ydrodynam ic descrip tion  (i.e., average  cu rren t speed /d irec tion )

N/A, th e  pro jec t d o es  n o t include dredg ing .

8. Blasting
i. Explosive w eigh ts
ii. Blasting plan

N/A, th e  pro jec t d o es  n o t include blasting.

9. Artificial Reefs
Please refer to  th e  Section 7 Checklist p ro ced u res for d irections on  how  to  co m p le te  th is question . For add itional inform ation 

and  deta iled  g u id an ce  on  artificial reefs, p lease  refer to  th e  Guidelines and M anagem ent Practices fo r A rtific ia l Reef Siting, Use, Construction, 
and Anchoring in Southeast Florida h ttp://w w w .dep.state.fl.us/coastal/proaram s/coral/reports/l\/llC C I/M IC C I 18 19.pdf

N/A, no artificial reefs are associa ted  w ith th is p ro ject

10. Construction Schedule
i. In-w ater w ork
ii. N um ber o f d ay s/w eek s/m o n th s

i. A small po rtion  o f w ork will tak e  p lace in-w ater.
ii. Project w ork is exp ec ted  to  tak e  1-1.5 years, including perm itting  and  construction . The to tal d u ra tion  o f in-w ater w ork will be  a small 
fraction o f this to ta l tim e.

11. M itiga tion / Protective Measures:

Will th e  pro jec t follow  th e  A ugust 2001 (2008 Revision) Dock C onstruction  Guidelines? N/A
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Will th e  pro jec t follow  th e  O ctober 2002 Johnson 's  S eagrass Key?

Will th e  pro jec t follow  th e  March 2005 Sea Turtle and  S m alltooth  Sawfish C onstruction  
C onditions?

If NO, p lease  explain w hy th e  dev iation  is necessary  for th is project.

E) Effects of the Project
1. Listed Species and  Critical H abita t w ithin th e  Action Area (see effects de te rm in a tio n  guidance)

Not Likely to  A dversely Effect Green Sea Turtles

Critical H ab ita t N o t in Critical Habitat

Not Likely to  A dversely Effect Hawksbill Sea Turtles

Critical H ab ita t N ot in Critical Habita t

Not Likely to  A dversely Effect Kemp's Ridley Sea Turtles

Critical Habita t No Critical H ab ita t

Not Likely to  A dversely Effect L eatherback  Sea Turtles

Critical Habita t N ot In Critical Habita t

Not Likely to  A dversely Effect L oggerhead  Sea Turtles

Critical Habita t No Critical H ab ita t

Not Likely to  A dversely Effect Olive Ridley Sea Turtle

Critical Habita t No Critical H ab ita t

Not Likely to  A dversely Effect Sm alltooth  sawfish

Critical Habita t N ot in Critical Habita t

Species Not in A ction Area L argetoo th  sawfish

Critical Habita t No Critical H ab ita t

Species Not in A ction Area S hortnose  s tu rgeon

Critical Habita t No Critical H ab ita t

Species Not in A ction Area Atlantic s tu rgeon

Critical Habita t No Critical H ab ita t

Not Likely to  A dversely Effect Gulf s tu rgeon

Critical H ab ita t N ot In Critical Habita t

Not Likely to  A dversely Effect Johnson 's seagrass

Critical H ab ita t N ot In Critical Habita t

Species Not in A ction Area S taghorn  coral

Critical Habita t No Critical H ab ita t

Species Not in A ction Area Elkhorn coral

Critical Habita t No Critical H ab ita t

Species Not in A ction Area Pillar coral

Critical Habita t No Critical H ab ita t

Species Not in A ction Area Lobed star coral
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Critical Habita t No Critical H ab ita t

Species Not in A ction Area M ountainous star coral

Critical Habita t No Critical H ab ita t

Species Not in A ction Area K nobby star coral

Critical Habita t No Critical H ab ita t

Species Not in A ction Area Rough cactus coral

Critical Habita t No Critical H ab ita t

Species Not in A ction Area Lamarck's sh ee t coral

Critical Habita t No Critical H ab ita t

Species Not in A ction Area Elliptical star coral

Critical Habita t No Critical H ab ita t

Species Not in A ction Area North A tlantic right w hales

Critical Habita t N ot in Critical Habita t

Species Not in A ction Area H um pback  w hales

Critical Habita t No Critical H ab ita t

Species Not in A ction Area Blue w hales

Critical Habita t No Critical H ab ita t

Species Not in A ction Area Fin w hales

Critical Habita t No Critical H ab ita t

Species Not in A ction Area Sei w hales

Critical Habita t No Critical H ab ita t

2. Effects to Species
I. Explain po ten tia l effects to  each  species c hecked  ab o v e
ii. C onsider vessel traffic im pacts, sp eed  zones (if p resen t), anchoring  im pacts, keel/p ropeller im pacts
iii. Noise im pacts from  construction  (i.e., pile driving, blasting, etc.)

i. Im pacts to  listed species will be  m inim al and  indirect. Som e increased  recreation  m ay b e  observed  in nearby  Gulf S tu rgeon  critical 
h ab ita t if b o a te rs  using th e  Bald Point location reach th a t a rea. H owever, th e  b o a t launch will b e  for h u m an -p o w ered  vessels (canoes and  
kayaks), so any im pacts from  increased  b o a t activity a re  e x p ec ted  to  be minimal.
No actions n eed ed  to  m inim ize im pacts in th e  terrestrial en v ironm en t. All construc tion  cond itions identified  in th e  Sea Turtle and  
Sm alltooth  C onstruction  C onditions (NOAA, 2006) w ould  b e  im p lem en ted  an a d h e red  to  during  p ro jec t construction  to  m inim ize th e  
risk o f collisions.
ii. B ecause b o a t traffic from  th e  Bald Point location will be  hum an-pow ered , few, if any, im pacts are  e x p ec ted  from  sp eed  or anchoring .
iii. Noise im pacts from  construction  will occur.
A pplicable BMPs and  perm it cond itions will be follow ed to  m inim ize po ten tia l adverse  im pacts caused  by construction .

3. Effects to Critical Habitat:
i. Identify w hich essen tia l feature(s) a re  p resen t, if th ey  will b e  im pacted , an d  how  they  will b e  im pacted
ii. S iz e o fa re a  affected  (square fo o ta g e )-M a n g ro v e s  (linear fo o tag e  o f shoreline)
iii. How will th e  hab ita t b e  ch an g ed /a lte red  as a resu lt o f th e  action

i. Essential h a b ita tf e a tu re s fo r  gu lf stu rg eo n  a t o r near th e  site include w ater quality, safe and  u n o b stru c ted  m igratory  pathw ays, 
sed im en t quality, an d  a b u n d a n t prey item s. Som e tem p o ra ry  d ec rease  in w ate r quality  m ay resu lt from  increased  tu rb id ity  during 
construction . T he p ro ject is n o t exp ec ted  to  o b stru c t m igratory  pathw ays, o r affect prey item s.
ii. A floating  dock, approx im ately  520 square  feet, will b e  co n stru c ted  a t th e  site and  used  as a c an o e  an d  kayak launch.
iii. H abitat b en ea th  th e  dock  will b e  shaded , no o th e r  ch an g es  to  in-w ater h ab ita t a re  an tic ipated .
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