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FWS/R4/DH NRDAR February 20, 2014
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To: Field Supervisor, Panama City Ecological Services Office

From: Deputy Deepwater Horizon, Department of the Interior Natural Resource D ^ a g e  ^
Assessment and Restoration (NRDAR), Case M anager~X^ioJ3 « t,^  K .

Subject: Informal Consultation and Conference Request for the Proposed V/alton Courity
Boardwalks and Dune Crossovers and Deer Lake State Park Development,
Florida

As you are no doubt aware, on or about April 20,2010, the mobile offshore drilling unit 
Deepwater Horizon experieftced an explosion, leading to a fire and its subsequent sinking in the 
Gulf of Mexico (the Gulf). These events resulted in the discharge of millions of barrels o f oil into 
the Gulf over a period of 87 days. In addition, various response actions were undertaken in an
attempt to minimize impacts from spiiled oil. 'fhese events are hereafter collectively referred to 
as the Oil Spill.

The DepartineBt of the Interior (DOI), acting through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Seivice (the 
Service) and other Bureaus, is a designated natural resource trustee agency authorized by the Oil 
PoilEtioo Act of 1990 (OPA) and other applicable federal laws to assess and assert a natural 
resource damages claim for this Oil Spill. DOI is only one of several Trastees, including 
agencies of the State of Florida, so autlioriied. Consistent with tlieir federal and state authorities, 
the Trustees are investigating the resource injuries and losses that occurred as a result of the Oil 
Spill and have initiated restoration planning to identify the actions that will be needed or 
appropriate to restore injured resources and to make the public whole for the injuries and losses 
that occurred. This process is known as a Natural Resource Damage Assessment (NRDA).

On April 20, 2011, DOI, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and the Trustees for 
the five Gulf states affected by the Oil Spill entered into an agreement with BP, a responsible 
party for the Oil Spill, under which BP agreed to provide $1 billion for early restoration projects 
in the Gulf to address injuries to natural resources caused by the Oil Spill. The subject project is 
being evaluated by the Trustees as a potential early restoration project. The early restoration 
project has bsen proposed in a draft early restoration plan that was released for public comment 
and review on December 6, 2013. If the Trastees select the project after consideration of public 
comment and a stipulated agreement is reached with BP, the early restoration project will be 
implemented by the State o f Florida. DOI, acting through the Service, will be a co-Truslee for 
the project, if it is selected and implemented.

DW H-AR0229758



The above facts lead us to the conclusion that consultation and conference under Section 7 of the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA), as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.}, is required for the 
proposed project and we wish to engage in such consultation. Accordingly, w<'e have reviewed 
the proposed Walton County Boardw'aiks and Dune Crossovers and Deer Lake State Park 
Development project for potential impacts to listed, candidate, and proposed species and 
designated and proposed critical habitats in accordance with Section 7 of the ESA. We 
determined the proposed project may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect, five species of 
sea turtles (green, hawksbill, Kemp’s ridley, leatherback, and loggerhead), West Indian manatee, 
(ihoctawhathee beach mouse, piping plover, or red knot (if listed) and have provided our analysis 
ill the attached Biological Evaluation. Further, we detemiined the proposed project will not 
adversely modify or destroy critical habitat for the Choctawhatchee beach mouse. We have also 
reviewed the proposed project for impacts to bald eagles and migratory birds in accordance with 
the Bald and (lolden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA) of 1940 (16 U.S.C. 668-668c) and the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) of 1918 (16 U.S.C. 703-712), respectively. Consultation 
will also be initiated with National Marine Fisheries Service for species where ESA regulatory 
authority is shared in regards to Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) of 1972, as amended 
(16 U.S.C. 1461 et seq.).

We request your review of and concurrence with the attached intra-Service Section 7 Biological 
Evaluation form describing the proposed project, potential effects, conservation measures and 
justifications for our determinations. If you have questions or concerns regarding this request 
for consultation, please contact Holly Herod, Fish and Wildlife Biologist, at 404-679-7089 or 
holiy_herod@fws.gov.

Attachment
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SOUTHEAST REGION 
INTRA-SERVICE SECTION 7 

BIOLOGICAL EVALUATION FORM

O riginating Person: Holly Herod; prepared by David Mills (representing the State of Florida 
Natural Resource Trustees ~ The Florida Department of Environmental ITotection and the 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission)
Telephone Number: Holly Herod: 404-679A089; Dave Mills 303-38 E8248 
E-Mail: kjiiy hcrodigilws.aov: dmills@stralusconsiilting,com 
Date: January 30, 2014

PR O JEC T NAME (G rant Title/Number): Walton County Boardwalks and Dune Crossovers 
and Dccr 1 ,ake State Park Development

f. Service Program:
MR!)AM

 Ecological Services
 Federal Aid

 Clean Vessel Act
  Coastal W etlands
 Endangered Species Section. 6
 Partners for Fish and Wildlife
  Sport Fish Restoration

Wildlife Restoration
 Fisheries
 Migratory'’ Birds
 M.efuges/Wildiife

II. State/Agency: Florida Dc-partmerit of Environtrienlal Protection (DTP) and Flarida Fish 
and Wildlife Ccmservat,ioii Comiiiissioii (F W'C)

il l .  Statioii Name: DOI Decpwa.tcr Horizon (.'.'ase Management Tc,arn, IJSI-WS Southeast 
Regional Office, Atlanta, Georgia 3034.5

IT . Location (attach map): See figure i at the end oi this documcni for a map indicating the
gene.ra.l location of the proposed project action, areas. More detailed maps of flic anticipated
activity areas at each of the sites include:

• Figure 2: Activity area for the Bayside Ranchcttes Park tmprovemciils
• Fi.giut j .  /ictiv.ity ciiea for the Palms of lliitie .Aileii West Beach Access im.f)ro’vements
• f'igiire 4: Activity area, lor the Ed Waliirie Beach Acceiss irnprovemeirts
• Figuie 5. Aclivity area lor the Cjiillview Heights Beach .Access iiTiprovements
• F igurc 6. Activity area for the Grayton Dunes Access Boardwalk Improvements
• Figure 7; Activity area for the Dothan Beach Access Boardwalk Improvements
• Figures 8, 9, and 10: Activity area for ihe Deer I.ake State Park Development

A. Ecoregion Number and Name: Southeast Region
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B. County and State: Walton County, Florida

C. Section, township, and range (or latitude and longitude): See Figure I 

,B. Distance (miles) and direction to nearest town: sec map (Figure 1)

V.. Description of Proposed Action (attach additional pages as needed):

'I’here are two related actions being evaluated as part of this review. The first consists of activity 
associated with the proposed Walton County Boardwalks and Dune Crossovers project, 'fhis 
project would improve beach access, boardwalk facilities, and park facilities at six associated
locations: Bayside Rancheltes, Palms of Dune Allen, Ed Walline, Giilfview Heights, Grayton 
Dunes, and Dothan Beach. The second action, the Deer Lake State Park Development project, 
involves improving amenities at the Deer Lake State Park by adding a paved access road, 
parking, picnic shelters, and a restroom to the existing park. These actions are being evaluated 
together because they share the same general project area, with all activity to take place in 
Walton County, and would involve similar actions. The relative proposed location of these 
actions is presented in Figure 1.

Project 1 - W alton Counly Boardwalks and Dune Crossovers Project

Table 1 provides a summary of the specific activity associated with the six components o f the
Waltctti County Boardwalks and Dune C:rossovcrs project.

T able I . W alton County Beach access infrastructure linproveineiits detail.
 ^^liisT w e ........................................... ...... .... ..........

Bavside Rancheltes Park

Palms of Dune Allen 
Wtrst Beach Access 
lid Walline Beach 
Access
Giilfview Heights Beach
Access ___ _______
Grayton Dunes Beach 
Access
Dothan Beach .Access 
Eloardwalk

N'A - l.riideveloped

N/A - l.Jndevelof3ed

Restroom facilities and 
picnic pavilion
Restroom facilities and 
picnic pavilions
P’arking and a 400-foot 
boardwalk
Board wa Ik

Create a new parking area, add a picnic table, and 
con.stnict a dock for canoe/kayak launching and steps into 
the waters of CItoctawhatehce Hay 
Consiruct new dune walkover

Replace the pavilion, replace restroom fixtures, and update 
all DieriorjtiumWnjW
Replace restroom fixtures, update all interior plumbing, 
and repair all .soffits on {aavilions
Replace the existing dune walkover

Replace e.xisting dune walkover

Addilio.nal information on each o.f the coiiipoiierits is provided below,

Baysiiie Rtmchettes Park Impwvements
I'his parcel i.s approximately 0.25 acres located on Choctawhatchee Bay, It is owned by Walton 
County but remains undeveloped at this time. Improvement ofthis beach access w'ould* provide 
parking, a picnic table, a dock, and steps into the water allowing acces.s to the bay. The proposed 
Bayside Ranchettes Park project is on the Choctawhatchee Bay. a coastal inlet that is connected
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to the Gulf of Mexico by Destin Pass near Deslin, Florida. A detail of the project area is provided 
in Figure 2,

Paims of Dune Alien West Beach Access Imumvements
This pared is approximately 0.5 acre of beach and dunes, ft is owned by Walton Goimty but 
remains undeveloped at this time. Improvement of this beach access would include constructing 
a dime walkover allowing beach visitors to access the beach. The Palms of Dune Allen site is 
approximately 1,300 feet east ot Oyster Lake, a coastal dune lake. A detail of the project area is 
provided in Figure 3.

Ed IValline Beach Access Ittmroventemts
This is a regional beach access with restroom facilities and picnic pavilions, improvement ofthis 
beach access would provide enhanced facilities by replacing the pavilions, replacing restroom 
fixtures, and updating all interior plumbing, A detail of the project area is provided in Figure 4.

tiulfview Heiehts Beach Access Inmrovements
Thi.s is a regional beach access with restroom taciiities and picnic pavilions. Improvement ofthis 
beach access wviuld provide etihanced facilities by replacing restroom fixtures, updating ail 
interior plumbing, and repairing all soffits on pavilions. The Gull view Heights site is 
approximately 1,500 feet west of Draper Lake, a coastal dune lake. A detail o f the project area is 
provided in Figure 3.

(irafton Dimes Beach .dcceys Boardwalk Impmvemtents
I his is a regional beach access wTtli parking and a 400~foot boardwalk. Improvement of this 
beach access would provide eiihan.ced facilities by replacing the dune walkover, allowing bcadi 
visitors to access the beach. The project origlnatc.s from a beacliside residential area at the end of 
the pavement on Garfield Street and is approximately 400 feet west ofthe border ol'Graytori 
Beach State Park and Western l.ake, a-coasta! dune lake. A delail of the project area is provided 
in Figure 6.

A ccess Boardwalk Im pni vements 
1 his is a pedestrian beach access with a boardwalk. Jmprovenieiit of this beach access 'would 
provide enhanced facilities by replacing the d'une walkover, alJo'wing beach visitors to access the 
beach, A deta'il o'f the project area is provided in Figure 7.

Cini.striictioii anil Installation for Boardwalks and Diiiif Crossovers pro'|ects

In. all of these project components, staging of conslrudion. cq'uipraerrt and s'lipprie.s, as well a,s 
any remo'ved material, will take place in adjacent developed park'iiig areas to the extent possible,
111 any areas lacking an c.xisting parking area, or where s'uch an area is inadequate for the project 
oeeds. staging would take place on existing county riglits-ol'wviy, most likely along count,y road 
30A (C..R 30A). In add'ilion. in cases W'here lighting is installed or replaced the new fixtures will 
be required to be consistent with the guidance provided in the current edition ofthe FWC's 
lighting Technical Manual.

Bayside Ranchcttes Park Improvements
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Construction of public lacilities, including parking, picnic area, and a dock at Bayside 
Ranchettes would recjuire disturbance of several feet of soil although the final footprint is not 
known though parcel boundaries have been identified. Heavy equipment will be necessary to 
grade and install parking and facilities. Inwvater stairs and dock may require pile driving. 
Staging would be on, the project site and nearby disturbed areas.

£M !SiitiJj!M£.Ajjen,W Beach .Access Improvements. Grayton ,Duiies Beach Access 
lflM dwalkjjttM.Qvc.mc and Dothan Beach Access Boardwalk Improvements

lo  the maximum extent possible, the footprint of construction tictivilies at these sites would 
remain within the footprint. o.fe.x.isting facilities (Cirayton Dunes and Dothan Beach accesses) or 
in iht footprint oJ the existing foot path access (Palms of Dune Allen). 0.ld. boardw'alk and 
pavilion materials would be removed from areas where repairs are required. Posts/pilings may be 
required for boardwalk repairs and is required for new construction. Pilings would likely be 
placed by mec.liatiicaily auguring holes (with an auger mounted to a bobcat) to place pre-forined 
pilings or to place forms that would be filled with pumped concrete to create new pilings. The 
holes for the pilings would likely be approximately f-2 feet in diameter (this is an estimate, final 
sizes would depend on final design requirementsj.In addition, as work proceeds, the project area 
could be isolated by coiistmclion fencing to prevent incidental access. This fencing material 
would be placed by hand driving (e.g., with a sledge hammer or post driver) stakes as necessary. 
These stakes would likely be less than 2 inches in diameter and driven to a depth of 1-2 feet to 
secure the fencing.

The dune walkovers would be constructed at a height (minimum. 3 feet above grade) to 
4Xco]T!.in()ddtc, tiaturdl du,ne- growth, and associated Ycgctatioii. No storage o.f ei|utpi.Tierit or 
materials would, occur on the beach or dunes t,h.roughout coiistriiciion. No activity, except as 
needed to leriiove old walkovers, coii.struct the new w-aJkovers., and repa.i.r/niaiiitair! the 
wa,lkovers (in su.bseqiie.iit years), would occur on existing healthy dunes during a.ny time ofthe 
yt..d.i. If dunes ctre i.iiipaeted during the proposed projects, they would lie restored by planting the 
appropriate vegetation or installing sand fc,nce. .Nil dune vegetation to be used in dune restoralion. 
would be nd.live to the specific Wallo.n. County diin.es and grow.ii from nortliwcst Florida, plant 
sto(’k. If seedlings are planted, they would be at least 1 x l' inch with a 2,.5 îiicfi pot. Vegetation, 
would be planted whtli. an appropriate amount of fertilizer and aiiiiNesiccant material as 
a.ppropiiate. for ihe plant size. Plarrtiog would likely be on 18-inch centers throiigl'iout the crea.ted 
dune; however, 24-iiich centers may be a.c‘ceptable depending on the area lo be planted. No 
irrigation lines or pipes would be iiislalled.

M ,)W ai|jie,Beaci Access Improvements and GHlfView Heiglils Beach Access 
Imprevemeiits
1 .he footprint of construction activities at these sites would remain within t.lic footprint of 
existing tacilitjes, Re.stroom repairs and ini{3rovcrnenls, as well as repairs or improvements to 
facilities such as pavilions, would .likely require little or no disturbance outside of the footprint of 
existing developed public facilities. Materials to be removed include o.ld plunibing tlxfiires and 
other old reslToom material, and other debris removed as pari of facilities jmprovenients, 
Posts./pilings may be required fo.r pavilion rcplaceme.Qt.
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Project 2 - Deer Lake State Park Development

ihe  proposed Deer Lake State Park Recreation Areas project would improve the existing visitor 
areas at Deer Lake Stale Park in Walton County. The proposed iniprovements would include 
adding a paved access road, parking, picnic shelters, and restroom facilities, plantings (trees, 
gra.ss, shrubs), and necessary utilities (w'atcr, sewer, and electrical), figure 8 provides the general 
location for the planned work at Deer Lake State Park and Figure 9 provides a conceptual plan 
tor the activity.

'ihe project scope includes developing two parking lots with approxim.ately 100 total spaces, 
paved access roads, various sidewalks, an entry ranger station with associated utilities (water, 
sewer, power), an entrance sign with wildlife friendly lighting, a day-iise bathroom and pump 
station with associated utilities (water, sew'er, power), an efevated picnic shelter, wildlife- 
friendly parking lot lighting, and underground power. Construction would require connecting the 
new restroom and entry ranger station to the regional sanitary sewer collection system operated 
by the Regional Utilities of Walton County. Water and power would also be connected to the 
site.

W'

Materials planned for removal may include soil, sand, rubble, trees, and asphalt. Hie demolition 
plan includes the rcnioval of approximately 1,500 square feet (0.03 acre) of existing concrete,
650 square feet (0.01 acre) of an existing bike trail, the existing park entry sign, and between 40 
and 60 existing trees. In addition to the parking lots, access roads, ami sfriictures, construction 
plans specify the addition of approx iiiiately 2,6 acres of "vegetative buffer,” which would consist 
ol native gras.ses with species to-be-detcrmined. A mix of native trees and shrubs arc plaTined for 
parking areas and various beds throughout the 8-acrc site as detailed in Table 8 below and 
identified in Figure 9. 'free protection would include, but not be limiled to root protection, w'afer- 
holditig soil additive, drainage outside of the root ball, a.bovegroiind poles or protective fencing. 
a.nd trunk ropes to stabilize trees during the initial growtii fteriod. <=.

Tabic 2. Number and type of plants to be planted, 

 f .....
,35

13
"4 7 '

'56

4 4 1

4 4 * 
4 4  K

live oak (Quercus virginiana)
Sand pine (PiriMs clam a) 

_Hasfi pine
Tree wax my life {Myrica  cerifem ) 
inkberry (Hex glabra)
Saw palm etto (Serenoa repens)

_ C o a k  (Ouercus chapmanii)
_M)'rtle oak (Quercus myriifoua) 
Golden aster {(ihrysovisisf .wx)
A pal acli i co la rosemary (Conradina glalprLi)^
iw lsejrosanary' ((dm nid ina  s jr )

^A'lixlure o f th e  following per planting bed
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Road and parking lot construction would entail the removal of 0.65 acre ofthe 0.69--acre existing 
impervious surface and the construction of 1.71 acres of new impervious surface for the road and 
parking area, resulting in a slight expansion ofthe parking Eirea over the existing developed 
footprint. In addition, the current plans call for 0.07 acre for 5-foot-wide sidewalks with new 
build ill footprints covering 0.04 acre. As a result, the total impervious surface area associated 
with project work would be 1.82 acres.

VI. Description of the Project Area and Habitats (attach additional pages as needed):

The proposed projects arc in ihe State of Florida, Walton County. All sites arc approximately 
17-25 miles east of Egiin Air Force Base and 21-29 miles w ĉst of Panama City Beach, Florida. 
Other than Bayside Ranchettes Park, which is on Choctawhatchee Bay, all o f the sites, are on the 
Gulf Coast.

Habitat at Bayside Ranchcttes consists of a previously undeveloped sand with scrub vegetation 
and trees area that currently lacks structures or infrastructure. The area is generally surrounded 
by development: however and the site is accessed from the terminus of a paved road.

Habitat at all other sites consists o:l Gulf side sandy beaches and primary dunes. At Palms of 
Dime Alien, Ed Wallme, and (julfview Heights, residential properties are immediately behind 
the beach and primary dune.

At Cirayton ifuties and Dothan Beach access, there appeals to be primary and seconclarv dunes 
with residctit:!a! properties adjacent lo the secondary dunes. Grayton Dunes is designated crilicai 
habitat for the Choctawhatchee beach mouse.

Deer t.ake State Park has beach front, primary and secondary dunes, wetlands, and vegetated 
upland,3 with Dccr I,ake to the West and some residential developinerit to the east. .Ail work will 
be conducted m the vegetated uplands.

VII, Species and Habitat:

A. Ccinipiete the ftdlowing tabic:
1 able , provided at the end ofthis docu.ment, provides a summary ol'lhe different species that 
were identified and initially considered for the. project's pc,>tcntial impacts. '.I.he information in 
this table was adopted from the D.S. l-ish and Wildlife. Panama City office w ebsite; 
hM|12fA;ww,jys;s,g{>vAwiiao!ac!|yb.pcei which provides a county-based list of federal
threatened, endangered, and other species o f concern likely to occur in the Florida Panhandle.
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VIII. DcterniinatioE of Effects:

A. ExplaHatioii of effects of the action on species and critical habitats in. item VILA (attach 
additional pages as needed):
Table 4 presents a sutiiniary of the potential species/critical habitat that could be impacted from 
the proposed project. The species/critical habitat in Table 4 were identified after considering 
wlieic there was potentkl overlap from information on identified natural communities in Table 3 
with the potential locations where the project could be implemented and areas adjacent to the 
im,mediate project locations.

Table 4. Potential Im pacts to Spccies/Critkai Habitats

S P E C IE S /C R IT IC A L
H A B IT A T

S P E C IE S /C R II K  A T  H A B IT A T  IM P A C T S

Green turtle, Hawksbill 
turtle®, K em p’s ridley 
turtle; Leatherback 
turtle®, I .oggerhead 
turtle

The main lisk to sea turtles during execution ot this project would come should 
work be conducted during the turtles nesting season from approxiina,lely .May to 
November when turtles, and to a greater extent their nests could be at risk o f  
harassment, harm, and mortality from the use o f  heavy equipm ent on the beach. 
Construction equipment can crush individuals and nests, create ruts and other 
structures that may make it difficult to return to the sea, and com pact substrates 
which may make nesting ditficult. Due to the small footprint o f any single project 
and the conservation measures below, effects to sea turtles and their nests will be 
minimized to an insignificant and discountable level. 1

No proposed or designated critical habitat for sea turt.lcs occurs wiUiin the action 
[  area; therefore, none will be adversely affected or modified

jW es! Jndian tnanaiee 1 Ih t LOiHily in the pioject area is not pari o f  the .56 FI<.*rida. counties thal are I 
identified as being counties where niEinatees reguiarlv occur in coastal and inland 
waters (U.S. Department o f  the interior. 201 1), However, manatees could be 
present in the project waters (LI.S, Department ofi.he Interior. 2011) for the Bavside 
Ranchettes action area.

i he mam risk i<3 m anatees during implementation o fth is  projeci would com e from 
in-water niatetial collisions which coiiid result in .hariri or mortality. Due to the 
conservation measures below, wv believe these effects will be reduced such that 
they are either avoided or insignificant and discountable

I'iping piover The main risk tci .Piping plovers is from hiinian. disturbance while resting and 
foraging in habitats adjacent to work areas. T’hc proposed project could result in 
short term increases in noise which could startle individuals, though we would 
expect normal activity lo resume within minutes or cause the plovers to rriove to a 
!.!eaiby ciiea. Because other foraging.,'re.sting, habitats surround the area we vvoulcl 
expect iliis temporary dispiacement to be within normal, movement patterns and 
consider this effect iiisignificael and discountable. Piping plover critical habitat is 
not de.signated in or near the action.

Red knot 1 he mam risk to Red knots is trom human di.sturbancc while resting, and foraging in 
iiabitais adjacent to w'ork area.s, I'he proposed project could result in short tenri 
inc:reasc.s in noise which could startle individuals,\hoiigh we would expect normal 
activity to resume within mi!iutc.s or cause the Red knots to move to a nearbv area. 
Because other foraging/resting habitats surround the area we would expect this 
temporary dispiacem ent to be within nomicil movement patterns and consider this 
effect insignificant and discoi,.mtable.
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S P E C IE S /C R IT IC A L
G ulf sturgeon

S P F X JIE S /C R IT IC A l. H A B IT A T  IM P A C T S
NMFS is providing consultation for G ulf sturgeon and its Critical Habitat in the 
estuarine environment. As a result. G u lf Sturgeon will not be cotisidered in ihe 
consultation with the LJSFWS.

Choctawhatchee beach 
mouse

Critical habitat for 
Choctawhatchee beach 
mouse

The Choctawhatchee beach mouse could occupy any and all these sites except 
Bayside Ranchettes, though they are not expected in the Ed W alline and Gulfview 
Heights project areas. If working in or near habitat for the m ouse (i.e.. dune 
systems) burrows could collapse during walkover construction/replacement 
activities which can result in abandonment o f  the burrow by the adults; leading to 
potentiii! harm or mortality and mortality o f  any young within the burrow, and 
increased risk o f  predation. Lighting added to parking areas could affect the 
nocturnal habitats o fth e  mouse. Because o f  the conservation measures listed below 
(including those for critical habitat), we believe effects to  beach mice are 
insignificant and discountable.

The Grayton Dunes Beach Access Boardwalk Improvements component o f th e  
W alton County Boardw'alks and Dune Crossovers Project overlaps with 
Choctawhatchee Beacii Mouse Critical Habitat u n it 3 (Grayton Beach Unit -  179 
acres). Critical habitat is adjacent to the Deer Lake project site.

Primary Constituent Elements (PCEs) for the mou.se habitat are:

1) A contiguous mosaic o f primary, secondary scrub vegetation, and dune structure, 
with a balanced level o f  competition and predation and few or no com petitive or
predaceous nonnative species present, that collectively provide foraging 
opportunities, cover, and burrow sites;
2) Primary and secondary dunes, generally tJoininated by sea oats ihal, despite 
occasional temporary impacts and reconfiguration from iropic.a.l storms and 
iiurricEiries. provide abundant itiod resources, burrow sites, and protection from 
predators;
3) Scrub dunes, generally dominated by scrub oaks, that provide food resources and 
burrow sites, and provide elevated refugia during and after intense flooding due to 
rainfall aed/or hurricane induced 5;torm surge;
4) ftjnctional. unobstructed habitat comiection.s that facilitate genetic cxctvmge, 
dispersal, natural exploratory rnnvemeriTs, and recolonization of locally cixlirpated 
areas: and
5) A iicitLiral light regime within the coastal dune ecosystem, compatible w ith the 
nocturnal acfivily o f  beach mice*, necessatry for normal behavior, grow4h a.iid 
viability o f  al! life stages.

The proposed projects are not expected to negatively impact PCFs but rather may 
benefit PCEs. The existing boardwalks or lack o f  boardwalks could be Hmitiiig the 
ainoiint o f  contiguous liabitat, food resources. buiTow sites, and the boardwalks 
may be causing obstructions due to their low height, in the absence o f  a boardwalk, 
individuals develop footpaths thixiugh the dunes. Tliese paths are devoid o f  
vegetation and widen and the eritrance/cxii areas ■‘fan-out*’ and as such serve as 
erosion poinls into the dune systems. Overtime, especially with storms, these paths 
can erode the dune systems causing fragmerrtation. Repairing boardwalks and 
constructing new ones should allow for unobstructed movements by mice; help 
prevent dune erosion (pathway “fanning") from gcrierai visitor use thereby 
reducing changes to burrow sites, food resources, and susceptibility to 
hiirricane/storrn impacts. No lighting is planned for the walkovers. .At Deer l.„,ake 
any lighting will he w-ildlife friendly, consistent with latest edition o f  FWC lighting
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S P E  C IE  S /C  R IT IC  A L S P E C IE S /C R IT I [TA T IM P A C T S
technical manual. The project will occur in very localized locations for very short 
period.s o f  time, allowing the mosaic o f  primary, secondary scrub vegetation and 
dune structure to remain unchanged and, eventually to recover with the 
construction or replacem ent o f  a dune walkover (i.e.. keeps visitor traffic o ff  dune.s 
allowing dunes to function properly).
Due to the conservation measures below and project design, no adverse 
modification, or destruction o f  critical habitat is anticipated.

B. Explanation of actions (Conservation Measures) to be implemented to reduce 
adverse effects:

Table 5. Conserv'ation M easures to Minimize Impacts to species

S P E C IE S
Green turtle, Hawksbill 
turtle, K em p's ridley turtle, 
Leatherback turtle, 
Loggerhead tiirtie

No lighting will be installed on the boardwalks. Any other lighting used (in 
parking areas, sidetvalks, signage, etc.) will be sea turtle and wildlife friendly.

Should work be undertaken between May 1 and October 31 the following 
conservation m easures will be followed:

1. The existing, local, sea turtle nesting surveyor will conduct daily 
sea tuille nesting surveys and will assess the need for the 
relocation o f  sea turtle nests that could be affected by the project 
eon.striiclion prior to project implementation each day

2. if  a sea turtle (either tidiilt or hatchling) is observed, ina;iriia.in at 
least 200 feet betw'een the turtle and personiieL

3. -All actions shall observe a 10-fbot buffer from marked sea tuitle 
riests. Between May 1 and .August 31*. actions wilh rnethanized 
equipm ent or vehicles shall not begin prior to 9:00 am to ensure 
sea turtle monitoring surveys are completed for the day.

4. If altered, beach topography shall be restored in all areas to the 
natural bcacli profile by 20:00 hours each days Refsionnti beach 
topography includes raking o f  lire ruts, filling pits or holes.

W est Indian rnana.tee

Piping plover

.All construction conditions identified in the Standard M anatee (Sonditions for 
In^water Work (LISFW'S 2011) vvould be itnplcmcnted and adhered to during 
project construction.

The prersence o f  additional suitable liabitat nearby and the infrequent riature o f  
the project noi.se or worker.s and eqiiipment will m inimize project risks. If 
conslruction occurs within the period from A ugirstto May:

1. Shorebird surveys wall be conducted in the project area;
2. Within the project area a 300-foot wide buffer /on e where piping

plover congregate in significant numbers will be established.
3. Any and all coristruclion will be prohibited in the buffer zone.

1 Turtle nesting season is May I to August 31, while turtle hatching continues until October 3 1. 
remaining tiirtie BM Ps should be implemented May 1 through October 31.

The
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S P E C IE S
Red knot

C O N S E R V A T IO N  M E A S U R E S  T O  M IN IM IZ E  IM P A C T S

G ulf sturgeon

Choctawhatchee beach 
mouse

The presence o f  additional suitable habitat nearby and the infrequent nature of^ 
the project noise or workers and equipment will m inimize project risks. If 
construction occurs within the period from August to May:

1. Shorebird surveys will be conducted in the project area;
2. Witliin the project area a 300-foot wide buffer zone where red knot 

congregate in significant numbers will be established.
Any and all construction w ill be prohibited in the buffer zone.

See note in Table 4 about the review o f potential G ulf sturgeon impacts^being 
coordinated through NM FS instead o f  through the USFWS.

The Choctawhatchee beach mouse could occur at all project locations except .
Bayside Ranchcttes, though they are not expected in the Ed Walline and 
Gulfview Heights project areas. Known populations and critical habitat occur 
at Grayton Dunes and Deer Lake. These conservation measures will be 
implemented at all sites except Bayside Ranchettes:

® All construction peissonnel w'ill be notified o fth e  potential presence o f 
Choctawhatchee Beach Mice and reminded o f th e  criminal and civil 
penalties associated with harassing, injuring, or killing these mice.

• lo  inieiimize impacts lo Choctawhatchee beach mice in burrows, a 
qualified, permitted, biologist will survey the project site before work 
com mences and flag potentiai burrows and tracks so that they can be 
avoided.

• Onfy band tools will be used within a five-foot radius o f  a 
burrow opening or arty observed mi.ce tracks,

• Kquipnieiil and vehicles will avoid the ciiine by 10 iooi o f  tlie toe o f  tiie 
dune.

• Construction noi.se wifi be kept to the minimum feasibic.
• C'Onstruciion will occur during the day to miriirriize disturba.ncc to 

nocturnal patterns.
• Lquipment, vehicles, and project debris will not be jdored in a manner 

or location where it could be colonized by mice.

o  Prior to bringing any equipment (iitclutiirig personal gear, 
iTiachiriery, vehicles or vessels) to the w'ork site, inspect each 
item for rnud or soil, seeds, and vegetation. If present, the 
equipmeii'L vehicles, or personal gear shall be ciea.ncd until 
they are free from mud, soli, seeds, am! vegetatiori. This 
inspection will occur each time eqiiipmeril., veliicle.s, and 
personal gear are being) prepared to go to a site or prior to 
transferring betw'een sites to avoid spreading exotic, nuisajice 
species.

o  I,nspect sites periodically to identify and control new 
colonies/individuals of an invasive .species not previoii.slv 
observed prior to conslruction. 

o Remove trash or anything that would aHract noisance wildlife 
to work areas daily,

•  Project related trash or debris shall not be allowed to blow into open 
water, onto beaches or in the dimes.

^ .Appropriate w'aste./trash receptacle.s will be installed and maintained at 
boardw-alks so that predators arc not attracted to the area.

DW H-AR0229769
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S P E C IE S C O N S E R V A T IO N  M E A S U R E S  T O  M IN IM IZ E  IM P A C T S

® Lighting w'ill not be added to boardwalks. Any lighting for parking.
sidewalks, signage, etc, will be wildlife friendly.

* All walkover construction will follow the recent guidance for such 
work issued by the USFWS Panam a City field office (USFW S, 2013).

Choctawhatchee beach 
m ouse habitat

C.onservation measures that will be implemented to avoid impacts to the 
C.hoctawhatchee Beach Mouse habitat include:

•  If native plants are destroyed during the project, appropriate native 
filants wall be planted in the same location to minimize effects to the 
vegetative composition o f  the area.

« If necessary (due to food source removal during construction and 
growing periods for replacement plants), supplemental beach mouse 
food sources will be provided.

« Project work will only occur during daylight hours, as such it will not 
alter the natural light regim e o f th e  area.

VIIII. Effect Dcterminatioii and Response Requested: 

Table 6. Effects Determinations

Species Species Im p ac ts J R e sp o n se
NE NLAA MAA JP JC Recj n e s te d

Green turtle X
Concurrence 
(terrcsirial); 
Consultation with 
NMFS (in-water)

Haw'ksbill tiiitie X
Concurrence 
(lerrestrial); 
Consultation whth 
NMFS (in-watcr'i :

Kem p's Tsidley tiirtlc X
Concii.rrcnce 
(terrestrial): 
Co.risultation with 
NMFS (in-water)

I ,eatherba.ck tiirlle X
Concurrence 
(terrestrial), 
Consultation with 
'NMFS (in-water) 
Concurrence 
(ten'estrial); 
Corisiiltatiori with 
N.MFS (iri-walcr)

Loggeriicad tiirlie X

W est Indian Manatee X Concurrence

Piping plover X Concurrence

Red knot X Conference

Choctawhatchee beach mouse X T Concurrence
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Species S pecies Im p a c ts R e sp o n se
N E N LA A M A A J P J C R e q u e s te d

Critical Habitat for Choctawhatchee 
beach mouse No adverse modification or destruction Concurrence

G ulf sturgeoiT — n/a -- see table note 
a

N M FS is providing consultation for G ulf sturgeon and its C lI in the estuarine environm ent so this species will not 
be considered in the coiisullation with the USFW S.

X. Bald Eagles

Are bald eagles present in the action area? X No Yes

If ‘‘Yes’', can you implement the conservation measures below? Yes No

If bald eagle breeding or nesting behaviors are observed or a nest is di.scovered or known, 
all activitie.s (walking, camping, cleanup, use of a UTV, ATV, or boat) should avoid the ' 
nest by a niiiiiinurn of 660 feet. If the nest is protected by a vegetated buffer where there
is no line of sight to the nest, then the minimum avoidance distance is 330 feet. This 
avoidance distance shall be maintained from the onset of breeding/courtship behaviors 
until any cgg.s have hatched and eaglets have fledged (approximatelv 6 months).
II a similar activity (like driving on a roadway) is closer than 660 fcci to a. nest, then you 
m.ay maintain a distance buffer as close to the nest as the existing tolerated activiiy.
If a vegetated buffer is present and there is no line of siglil to the nesi and a similar 
activity is closer than 330 feet lo a nest, tfsen you may mairitain a di.staricc bufter as dose 
to the nest as the existing tolerated acfivity.
In some instances activities conducted within 660 feet o f a nest may result in disturbance, 
particularly for the eagles occupying llie Mississippi barrier islands, if  an activity 
appears to cause iriifiai disturbance, the activity shall stop and all individuaJs and 
equipment will be moved away uiilii the eagles are no longer displaymg disturbance 
beha'vior.s.

it not, contact the Service s Migratory Bird Permit Office to determine how to avoid impacts 
if a pcnnil may be needed.

X.i, M igratory Birds

A. Identify the species anticipated in the project area, and behaviors (breeding, 
roosting, foraging) anticipated during project iinpiciiietitatioii.

Table 2. Migratory^ bints Species/Habitat Impacts

or

S P E C IE S B EI1A V IO .R S P rX T E S /H A M T A T  IM P A C T S

Shorebirds Foraging, feeding. Shorebirds nest, forage, feed, and rest in the tvpes o f

DWH-AR0229771
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S P E C IE S B E H A V IO R S P E C IE S /H A B IT A T  IM P A C T S

resting, nesting habitats consistent w ith  some o f th e  shoreline areas near 
the proposed project. As such, foraging, feeding, and 
resting m ay be im pacted locally and tem porarily  by the 
project. Im pacts to  breed ing /nesting  birds w ill be 
avoided.

Seabirds (terns,, gulls, 
sk im m ers, double- 
crested corm orant, 
A m erican w hite 
pelican , brow n pelican)

R esting, roosting, 
nesting

Seabirds forage in w ater and rest/roost in terrestrial 
habitats including dunes. H ow ever, the level o f  project 
activ ity  could  startle foraging or resting  birds; how ever, 
they w ould be expected to m ove to  nearby  locations and 
resum e activities. Because activ ities will occur during  
the day roosting  should not be im pacted. Im pacts to  
b reeding/nesting  b irds will be avoided.

Songbirds Foraging, feeding, 
resting, nesting

Songbirds are likely to  nest, feed, and rest in and around 
G rayton Beach and D eer Lake. .As such, they  m ay be 
im pacted locally  and tem porarily  by  the  project.
Impacts to breeding/nesting birds w ill be avoided.

B. If  species or habitat impacts could occur, identify avoidance and m iniinkation
ineasiircs to prevent incidental take. IncMental take of M igratory Birds cannot be 
aiithorized.

Table 3. Consen''ttion Measures to Miniiiiize Impacts to M igratory Birds

[ s p f x t e 's /s p e c i e s

G M O K P
CO .NSEj J.N M E A S U R E S  T O  M M IM .IZ E  IM P A C T S

Shorebirds W e e.vpecl foraging and resting birds w'oulcl be able to m ove to  .another 
nearby location to  c o e tin ie  foraging and resting. If projeci: ac tiv ities occu.r 
during  shorebird nesting season (February 15 to A ugust 31), the FW C will 
be contacted to  obtain the m ost recent guidance to protect nesting 
shorebirds or rookeries and their recom m enda,ttons w ilt be im plem ented.

Seabirds (ten is, gulls,
,skirrimers, cioob 1 e-crested  
cormorar!!,. A m erican 
w hite  pelican, brown 
pelican)

Care w ill be taken to m inim ize noise and physical d isruptions near a reas  
w here foraging o r resting  birds are encountered. All cli.sturbances will be 
localized and tem porary . The general behavior o f  these birds is to  m ed iate  
their ow n exposure to  hum an activ ity  w hen given the opportunity , w hich  
they W'ill have. R ocslm g should not be im pacted because the pro ject w ill 
occur during daylight hours only. N esting  should not be im pacted because 
the  project will not occur near nesting habitats.

Songbirds Trees will not be rem oved during  songbird nesting  season at D eer lake or 
G rayton B eadi.

DW H-AR0229772
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XII. Signatures from the station preparing the Intra-Service Biological Evaluation;

/s/H olly N  Blalock-Herod January 30.2014
Signature (originating station - preparer) date

DQl Case Management Team. ESA Coordinator 
Title

Signature (originating station) date
Dspaty Case Manager

This analysis resulted in a ietermination that no “take” of a federally listed species would 
occur. If any of the following ©cciifj thei there miist b® reiiiltiation se tiiis actien;

(1) any aaforessea eircamstances arise or ineidental take occurs
(2) new informatioi reveals effects of the Service’s action that may affect listed 

species ©r critical habitat in a manner or to an extent not coasidered Ib this 
opinion;

(3) the Service’s action is iater modified in a manner that causes an effect to the 
listed species or critical habitat net considered in this opinion; or

(4) a new species Is listed or critical haliltat desigBatei that may be affected by
the action.

Im instances where aay iBcideHtal take ©ccirs, the operations caasing sMch take imist cease 
amtil reinitiation.

If  reinitittien is required, contact the Panama City Ecological Services Field Office about t ie  
action.

US Fish and Wildlife Service 
1601 Balboa Avenue 
Panama City, FL 32405 
Tel: 850-769-0552

XIIL Reviewing Ecological Services Office Ivaliiation:
A. Concurreiice i,-' WenconcMrreHce
B. Formal consiiitation required _ _ _ _ _
C. Confereiiee req iiirei _ _ _ _
D. laform ai conference required _

DWH-AR0229773
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E. Remarks (attach additional pages as needed):

ature

Supervisor office

/ r i T 4 t r ’̂ 'tW TX,

c 9 i i e E l ¥ i
4 ,
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3/10/14 D EPARTM ENT OF TH E INTERIOR Mail - W alton Co. and D eer Lake NR DA

Walton Co. and  D eer  Lake NRDA
I lJ J

UrCf

L ehnhoff, Lisa <iisaJehnhoff@ fws.goM> Thu. Feb 27, 2014 at 11:30 AM
To: "Channing St. Aubin" <Channing_StAubin@ fws.gov>

Hey Channing,

Here are  my com m ents: 

pg.3 Construction and Installation for Boardwalks and Dune C rossow rs projects:
last sen ten ce ; "required to be co n sisten t with th e  guidance provided in th e  current edition o f th e  FW C 's Lighting 
Technical Manual", should be "required to comply with W alton County's Wildlife C onsenfltion Zone Lighting 
ordinance using the b est available technology."

pg 5 add "fully shielded" to  wildlife friendly parking lot lighting... 
page 5 refers to figures 8 and 9. 1 think it should be 7 and 8. 
page 5 table 8 should be 2

So, ! could not find any solid colored post-it-notes in the storage room, so  I u sed  "sign here" notes. A tleast you 
will kn ow  w hich  on e 's  are m ine.

Thanks,

Lisci L e l in l io f f
Fish and W ildlife Biologist 
USFWS PtOTCiftm Cily ES 
160! BclboQ Ave.
Panarrw City, FL 32405 
850W 69-0552 x.225

https %'lmaH.go<:)gie.cofWm3il/u/0,r/ui=2&ik==8f966f6645&wev/=ptSiq = Lisa_LehnhofPA40F«.gov&qs=lrue&search=query&th= 14474660?d2bceeb&sifTi!=H14746607... 1/1

DW H-AR0229775
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Resioration Proiecis

Bayside
Ranchettes

Palms of Dune 
Allen West Be«:h

Ed Walline
Be^ch 1 ^ 1  Giilfview 

Heights 
Beach

Deer LakeGrayton State ParkDunes

4rsa 
o f detail

Figure 1. Location of Palms of Dune Allen West Beach, Ed Walline Beach, Gulfview 
Heights Beach, Bayside Ranchettes Park, Grayton Biines Beadi, Dothan Beach Access, and 
Deer Lake State Park projects.
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Project boundary

Figure 2. Detailed location and acti¥ity area for the Bayside Ranchettes Park  
Intprcn'emcnts
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Figure 3. Detailed location and activity area for the Palms of Dune Allen 3¥cst Beach 
Acc€«s 1 mprovements
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H giirc 4. Detailed location and activity area for the Ed W alline Beach Access 
Iiriprevcincjits
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Project boundary

' '■

JS;M USUS, .̂ r;. GtcE « r:iG =:̂aG9 ;.,G

Figure 5. Detailed location and acti¥ity area for the CiiilfVicw Heights Beach Access 
l!tifircivcnieiiis
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I

figu re  6 Detailed location and activity area for the Grayton Dunes Bcmch Access 
Boardwalk fiiiprcivemeiits
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V

Figure 7. Detallecl ificatioa aiicl iictiyity area for the Dothan Beacli Access Boardw alk 
Improvenienfs
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BEER lAKB STATE PARK 
2010 Aerial liTBigery 

#alton County, Florida

s m i A

irc 7. Aerial imagery of the project area in Deer Lake Sta>tate Park
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Legend
Ssl* Fenee (3,14a ft'}

Haybafes {143 ft

E ndsngere<J P lan t A raa  (O .IS ac re) 

f'-  ̂ Buffer (2 B8 acres)

Vvfetlands 
I m p e r v io y s  S u r fa c e  f l .82 a c r e s )

P ark ing  {0 61 ac re)

Proposed Burldtngs (0.04 acre) 

Roadw ays {0.90 acre)

Stdewalks {0.07 aoTe

DhER LAKE STATE PikM, 

Proposed Work Overvig\^ 

W eiton Countyv F torids

SHEFT 2 Of FfGURF

fig u re  8. Proposed work overview in the project area in Deer Ijake State Park
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T able  3. Species o f concern  in W alton  C oun ty , F lorida.

Meso'ttrce
category C om m on nam e

FW S
sta tus

S tate
sta tus M atiirai co im nanities

Species im pacts 
(N E, NLAA, 

M A A ) Ju stifica tio n
Ampliibians Florida bog frog SSC ce Paiustrine: seepage slope, baygall Riverine: 

seepage sliepe, seepage stream.
N E Listed natural coraniiinity is inconsistent 

w ith the project habitat
Amphibians Reticulated

tlatwoods
saJamander

E (CH) Paiustrine: wet Flatwoods, dome swamp, 
basin swamp, Ten'estrial: mesic flatwoods 
{reproduces in ephemera! wetlands within 
this contmuriify).

NE Listed natural com munity is inconsistent 
w ith the project habitat

Birds Arctic peregrine 
falcon

cc E Ttrrrcstrtal: various, ruderal: winters along 
coasts

N E Listed natural com munity is inconsistent 
w'ith the project habitat

Birds Bald eagle BGEPA Estuarine: m arsh edges, tidal swamp, open 
water Imciistrine: swamp lakes, edges 
Paiustrine: swamp, floodplaiis Riverine: 
shoreline, open water Terrestria!: pine and 
hardwood forests, clearings.

NE Listed natural com munity is inconsistent 
with the project habitat

Birds Least tern T Terrestrial: beach dune, raderal. N ests 
common on roo:ftops

N E Listed natural com m unity is inconsistent 
with the project, habitat

Birds Friping plover T (CH) I Estuarine: exposed unconsolidated substrate 
Marine: exposed unconsolidated substrate 
TerTe.stria!; dunes, sandy beaches, and inlet 
areas. Mostly wintering and migrants.

NLAA See Table 4, 5, and 6

Birds Red knot P Estuarine: exposed unconsolidated substrate 
Marine: exposed unconsolidated substrate 
Terrestrial: dunes, sandy beaches, and inlet 
areas. M ostly wintering and migrants.

NLAA See Table 4, 5, and 6

Birds Red-cockaded
woodpctcker

E Terrestrial: mature pine forests. N E Listed natural com m unity is inconsistent 
with the project habita,t

Birds Southeastern
kestrel

ce T Terrestrial; open pine forests, clearings, 
aideral. various.

NE Listed natui'al com m unity is inconsistent 
with the project habitat

Birds Southeastern 
snomm plover

ce T Estuarine: exposed unconsolidated substrate 
Marine; exposed unconsolidated substrate 
Terfestrial: diirses, sandy beadie.s, and inlet 
areas.

N E Listed natural co!T!m,unity is inconsistent 
with the projeci habitat

a

I
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T able  3. Species of concern  in W alton  Coiintj-, Florida,

R esource
category CoinniOB nam e

FW S
sta tus

S tate
sta tos H atiira l com m iiiitie s

Species impacts
(NE, NLAA, 

M AA ) Justification
Birds Stoddard's

yellow-throated
warbler

ce leiTestrial: vcooded habitats with Spanish 
moss, various^

NE Listed natural com m unity is inconsistent 
with the project habitat

Birds Wood stork t E Estuarine: m arshes Lacustrine: floodplain 
lakes, marshes (feeding), various Paiustrine: 
rnarslies, swamps, various.

NE Listed natural com munity is inconsistent 
with the project habitat

Fish G ulf sturgeon T (C H ) SSC Estuarine and Marine; .sandy substrates for 
foraging tiiicl resting Riverine: alluvial and 
b 1 ackwate.r stream s.

See Table 4, 5, and 6

Fish Okaloosa darter T E Rjverifie: seepage stream. NE l.isled natural com munity is inconsistent 
with the project habitat

Mammals Choctawhatchee 
beacli Diouse

E (CH) E Terrestria!: beach dime, coaslal scrub NLAA See Table 4, ,5, a.nd 6

Mammals Florida black 
bear

ce T Paiustrine: titi swamps, floodplains 
Terrestrial: pine and hardwood forest.s.

NE Listed natural com m unity is inconsistent 
with the project habitat

Mammals Soiittieasteni big- 
eared bat

ce Paiustrine: various, floodplains XeiTestrial: 
pine and hardwood forests, ruderal, various.

NE Listed natural com munity is inconsistent 
with the project habitat

Mammals West Indian 
manatee

E E Estuarine: submerged vegetation, open 
water Marine: open water, submerged 
vegetation Riverine: alluvial stream, 
blackwater stream, spring-run stream.

NLAA See Table 4, ,5, and 6

Mussels Choctaw bean E (CH) Riverine: Small to .large creeks and rivers in 
s:and to sllry-sand .substrates with moderate 
ciHTent. Paii,hafidle drainages: Escambia, 
Yellow, and Choctawhatchee Rivers.

NE Listed natural com tnimity is inconsistent 
with the project habitat

Mussels Fuzzy pigtoe T (CH) R.iver!ne: sma.ll to medium-frized creeks a.nd 
rivers ivith slow to moderate currents in 
sartci and sand with some silt. Panhandle 
drainage,s; Eic.ambia, Yd'iow. and 
Choctawhatchee Rivers.

NE Listed natural com m unity is inconsistent 
w ith the project habitat

a
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T able  3. Species o f concern  in  W alton  C o i i i t f , F lorida.

R esource
category C om m on name

FW S
status

State
sta tus N atural com m unities

Species im pacts 
(NE, NL.4A, 

M AA) Justification
Mussels Southern

kiclneyshe!!
E (CH) Riverine: sm.all to m edium -sized creeks and 

rivers in sand with some silt or clat/stone 
pockets with s.ind; often nctar exposed 
iirnestone. Panhandle drainages: Escambia 
a,nd Choctawhatchee Rivers,

N E Listed natural commimity' is inconsistent 
with the project habitat

Mussels Soulhem
sandsliell

T (CH.) Riverine: toand in small to m edium -sized 
creeks and rivers in sandy substrates 
sometimes with some silt in slow to 
m oderate current. Paii,ha.ndle drainages: 
Escambia, Yellow, and Clioctaw'hatchee 
Rivers.

N E Listed natural cominunily is inconsistent 
with the project habitat

Mussels 'Papered pigtoe T (C.H) Riverine: Small to m edium -sized creeks to 
large rivers in stable substrates o f  sand, 
small grave!., or sandy mud, with slow to 
riiodera,te current. Panha.ndle drainages: 
Choctawhatchee River.

NE L,isted natural com m unity is inconsistent 
with the project habitat

Plants A!teniate-leaf or 
pagoda dogwood

E Paiustrine: creek swamps Terrestrial: slope 
forest, upland hardwood forest, bluffs.

N E Listed iiatLEral com munity is in.consistent 
with the project habitat

Plants Ashe's magnolia E Terrestrial: slope and upland hardwood 
forest, ravines.

N E Listed natural com munity is inconsistent 
with the project habitat

Pkmts Baltzell's sedge ce T Terrestria!; slope forest, moist sa.ndy loam; 
m oist sandy loam.

NE Listed natural commiinity is inconsistent 
with the project habitat

Plants Chapman's
biitierwoit

ce T Paiustrine: wel flatwoods. .seepage slopes, 
bog, dome swmmp, d itd ies: in water.

NE Listed natural com munity is inconsistent 
w ith the project habitat

Plants Chapman's
crownbeard

ce T Paiustrine: seepage slope Ten’estrial: mesic 
flatwoods with w!regra,ss (Aristida stricta).

NE Listed natural comrmmit}.' is inconsistent 
with the project habitat

Plants Cooley's
ineadowrue

E E Paiustrine: seepage slope, edges o f  .shrub 
bogs, disturbed area.s: one site on Champion 
Internationa! Coip. land.

NE Listed natural community’ is inconsistent 
with the project habitat

Plants Cruise's golden- 
aster

ce E Terrestrial; coastal dunes, coastal strand, 
coastal grasisland; openings and blowouts.

NE Listed n.atural com m unity is inconsistent 
wiih Ihe project habitat
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T able  3. Species o f eoncerii in W alton  C oun ty , F lo rida .

R esource
ca tegory CoBim on nam e

FW S
sta tus

S tate
statu,s .Natu..ral co innm nities

Species im pacts 
(N E, NLAA, 

M AA) Ju stifica tio n
Plants Cucumber

magnolia
E TeiTestrial; slope forest, upland mixed 

forest.
N E Listed natural com munity is inconsistent 

with the project habitat
Plants Curtiss’

sandglass
ce T Paiustrine: mesic and wet fla.twoods, wet 

prairie, depression marsh lerTestrial: mesic 
flatwoods.

NE Listed natural com m unity is inconsistent 
with the project habitat

Plants DeciJinbant 
pitcher plant

T Paiustrine: Bogs. N E Listed natural com m unity is inconsistent 
with the project habitat

Plants Florida anise T Paiustrine: floodplai.ti forest, baygall 
Riverine: seepage stream bank leiTestrial: 
slope forest., seepage slope.

N E Listed natural com m unity fs inconsistent 
w ith the project habitat

Plants G ulf coast lupine ce T Terrestrial: beach dune, scrub, disturbed 
area.s. roadsides,, bkiwouts in dunes.

N E Listed natural community' is inconsistent 
with the project habitat

Plants G ulf sweet 
pitcherf3ia.nl

ce Terrestrial: sandy springhead bogs, often 
along the heatiwa.ters o f  small .streams or

margins o f  small ponds or slow creeks and 
rivers; year-round imindalion and full 
sunlight exposure

N E Listed natural com m unity is inconsistent 
w ith the project habitat

Plants Heartleaf T Riverine: seepage stream bank. Terrestrial; 
slope forest.

NE Listed natural com m unity is iiicon.sistent 
with the project habitat

Plants Hummingbird
flower

E PaiiiStrine: seepage slope, dome swamp 
edges, floodplain swa.inps Riverine; seepage 
stream banks Terrestrial: seepage slopes.

NE Listed natural com m unity is inconsi.stent 
with the project habitat

Plants Karst pond xyris B l.acusiririe; sandhill upland lake margiris. NE Listed natural com m unity is inconsistent 
with the project habitat

Plants L-.arge-leaved
jointweed

ce I Terrestrial: scrub, sandpine/oak scrub 
ridges.

NE Listed natural cominimity is inconsistent 
w ith the project habita.t

Plants Mountain ’au rd I fliverine: seepage strea.in bank Terrestrial: 
s.iope forest, seepage stream banks.

NE Listed natural com m unity is inconsistent 
with the project habitat
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T able  3. Species o f  concern  in W alton  C om ity , Florida.

R esource
ca tegory C om m on nam e

¥ W S
s ta tus

S tate
sta tu s Natural com m unities

Species im pacts
(NE, NLAA, 

M AA) Justifica tio ii
Plants Orange azalea E Paiustrine; bottom land forest Riverine; 

seepage stream bank Terrestrial: slope 
forest, upland misted fo.rest.

NE l.isted natural com munity is inconsistent 
with the project habitat

Plants Panhandle lily ce E Paiustrine: baygall dome swam p edges, 
mucky soil, .seepage slope, edges o f  titi 
bogs, R.iverine: banks.

NE Listed natural community' is inconsistent 
with the project habitat

Plants Panhandle
M.oadow-beaiJty

ce Paiustrine; W etland obligate with m oist 
.sa,ridy or peaTj/ soils in fill! sunlight.

NE Listed natural com m unity is inconsistent 
with the project habitat

Plants Panhandle
spiderlily

ce E Paiustrine; dome swamp edges, wet prairie, 
w et liatw-oods. baygal! edges, swam p edges 
'rerrestrial: w st prairies and flatwoods.

NE Listed natural com m unity is inconsistent 
w-’ith the project habitat

Plants Pan'ot pitcher 
plant

T Palijstriee; wet flatwoods, wet prairie, 
seepage slope.

NE Listed natural com munity is inconsistent 
w ith the project habitat

Plants Priitirose-flower
butterwort

E Paiustrine: bogs, pond niargiiis, margins o f  
spring runs..

NE Listed natural com m unity is inconsistent 
w-'ith the project habitat

Plants Puqtle cliff brake E Terrestrial; upland g.iade. NE Listed natural com m unity is inconsistent 
with the project habitat

Plants Pyramid
magnolia

E Terrestrial; slope forest. NE Listed natural com m unity is inconsistent 
with the project habitat

Plants Red-flowered 
pitcher pla.nl

T Paiustrine; bog, wet prairie, seepage slope, 
w et tlatwoods Riverine: seepage stream 
banks.

NE Listed natural cominimity is inconsistent 
with the project habitat

Plants Silky camellia E Paiustrine: baygall Paiustrine: slope forest, 
upland mixed forest. Terrestrial: slope 
forest, upland mi.xed fbrest; acid soils.

NE Listed natural com m unity is inconsistent 
with the project habitat

Plants Siiioo(:b-bar.ked 
St. John’s wort

ce E Lacustrine; lake margins Terrestrial: lake 
rnaretns.

NE Listed natural community-' is inconsistent 
w ith the project habitat

Plants Snowy orchid T Palu.strine: bogs. NE Listed natural com m unity is inconsistent 
with the project habitat



31

a

I
>
oK)K)'O
'O

T ab le  3. Species of concern  in W alton  C ouiitj', F lo rida .

R esource
categorj" CoBiirioii nam e

FW S
sta tus

S tate
sta tus N a tu ra l com nm nities

Species im pacts 
(NE, NLAA , 

M AA ) Ju stifica tio n
Plants SoLiihern

iTislkm'eed
ce '!' Paluslrine: wet prairie, seepage slope edges 

Riverine; seepage stream banks Terrestrial: 
mesic flatwTjods, drainage ditches.

NE Listed natural com m unity is inconsistent 
with the project habitat

Plants Southem red (fly T Paiustrine; wet prairie, w et tlatwoods, 
seepage slope Teirestrial; mesic flatwoods, 
seepage slope; iisualiy with grasses.

NE Listed natural com munity is inconsistent 
w ith the project habitat

Plants Spoon-leared
sundew

T ^ Lacu.striiie: sinkliole lake edges Paiustrine: 
seepage .slope, wet flatwmods, depression 
rna.rsh Riverine: seepage stream banks, 
drainage ditches.

NE Listed natural com m unity is inconsistent 
with the project habitat

Plants Sweet shrub E Terrestrial: upland liardwmoc! forest, slope 
forest, biiifft Palustxine: bottomland forest, 
stream banks, tloodpiains.

N E Listed natural com munity is inconsistent 
with the project habitat

Plants W hitenop pitcher 
plant

ce E Paluslrine: w et prairie, .seepage slope, 
baygall edges, ditches.

NE Listed natural com m unity is inconsistent 
wdth the project habitat

Plants Wild hydrangea E TeiTest:riaI: bliiff. N E Listed natural com m unity is inconsistent 
with the project habitat

Plants \¥i regrass 
gentian

ce E Paiustrine: seepage slope, wet prairie, 
roadside ditches 'reiTestrial: mesic 
fla,twoods, planted slash pi,iie.

NE Listed natural com m unity is inconsistent 
w ith the project habitat

Plants Yeilcnc
butterwort

I Paiustrine; flatwoods, bogs. NE Listed n.atural community' is inconsistent 
with the project habitat

Plants Yellow fringed 
orchid

T Paiustrine: bogs, w et flatw-'oods Terrestrial: 
Bluff.

N E Listed natural com.miiriity is inconsistent 
with the project habitat

Plants Yellow fringeless 
orchid

ce E Paiustrine; wet jtrairie, seepage slope 
Terrestrial: mesic flatwoods.

NE Listed natural com m unity is inconsistetit 
with the project habitat

Plants Yellow-root E R.iveririe; seepage stream; sandy banks. NE Listed natural com munity is inconsistent 
with the project habitat

Reptiles Alligator 
snapping tiirtJe

ce SSC I If. . - • , ir 1 \e;-
floodplaisi lake, sw'arnp lake Rive.ri.ne: 
alluvial stream, blackwater stream.

NE Listed natural com m unity is inconsistent 
with the project habitat
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T able  3. Species o f  eoneern  in W alton  C onntj-, F lorida.

Resource
category C om nien  nam e

FW S
status

State
s ta tus M atora l co inm anlties

Species im pacts
(N E, NLAA, 

M AA) Justifica tion
Reptiles Eastern indigo 

snake
T Estuarine: tidal swamp Paluslrine: hydric 

hammock, wet FlaPwoods Terrestrial: mesic 
flatwoods, upland pine forest, sand hills, 
scrub, scrubM' tlatwoods, rockland 
hammock, ruderal

NE Listed natural com m unity is inconsistent 
with the project, habitat

Rfiptiles Florida pine 
snake

CC SSC Lacustrine; ruderal. sandhili upland lake 
T errestria l :tlat\¥oods, xeric hammock, 
ruderal.

N E Listed natural coinmunily is inconsistent 
with the project habitat

Reptiles Gopher tortoise (3 SSC Terrestrial: sandhiils. scrub, scrubby 
flatwoods, xeric hammocks, coastal strand, 
raderal.

NE Listed natural com m unity is inconsistent 
with the project habitat

Reptiles Green turtle E E Marine/Estuarine: open v#ater, feeding 
migrating: Terrestrial: sandy beaches, nesting.

NLAA See Table 4, 5, and 6

Reptiles Hawksbill turtle E E Marine/Estuarine: open water, feeding 
migrating; Terrestrial sendy beaches, nesting.

NLAA See Table 4, 5, and 6

Reptiles Kemp's ridley 
turtle

Ei £ Marine/Estuarine; topen water, feeding 
migrating; Terrestriai: sandy beaches, nesting.

NLAA See Table 4, 5, and 6

Reptiles Lecrtherb.ack
turtle

E E Marine/Estuerine: open water, feeding 
migrating; Terrestriai: sandy beaches, nesting.

NLAA See Table 4, 5, and 6

Reptiles Loggerhead
turtle

T T Marine/Estuarine: open water, feeding 
migrating; Terrestriai: sandy beaches, nesting.

NLAA See Table 4, 5, and 6

BGEPA = Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act. C = candidate, ce = consideration encouraged, CH = critical habitat, E = endangered, P = proposed, SSC 
= species o f  special concern. T = threatened.

Source; This table reflects the infbnnaiioii avaitabie ;ltofn the li.S . Fish and W ildlife. F’anama City office website:
http://www.f\vs.gov/t')anamacity/speciesiist.htrnl which provides a county-based list o f  federal threatened, endangered, and other species o f  concern likely 
to occur ill the Florida Panhandle. Informat.ion downloaded M arch 13. 2013.

http://www.f/vs.gov/t')anamacity/speciesiist.htrnl

