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Ms, Leslie Craig

Supervisor, NOAA Restoration Center-Southeast Region
NOAA Fisheries, Office of Habitat Conservation

263 13" Avenue South

St. Petersburg, Florida 33701

Kosa, Okaloosa, Bay, Gulf, and

Dear Ms. Craig:

This letter responds to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAAI

' " ! 7 Marta F iService

'he Endangered Species Act (ESA) with the proiecF
You determined that the nronosed

S si'ler *
eff!!, 1 7
effects determinations for enhancing scallop populations.
G f--
§es1gnateds(9u t's urpon critical habitat m Units 9, 10, 12, an§ ?3 RIRXI?SC P Emgs on the
project s potential elfects are based on the project description in this response- thus any changes

oftheZ X tta w Z S r require’reinitiation

The proposed projects are located within Escambia, Santa Rosa, Okaloosa Bay Gulf and
locTf H w project locations are shown in Table 1 (all project
datum are North American Datum 1983). The applicant will follow NMFS’s ScaVivr/Ze

Wildli*"sSv ce W /dom dated March 23, 2006, and U.S. Fish and
wimiite service s (USFWS) StandardManatee Conditionsfor In-Water Work dated 2011

Table 1. Coordinates for project locations

: Project Site Latitude, Longitude

Escambia County
30.3207UN -87.35856“W

Santa Rosa County )
30.3815UN -86.94025°W

Okaloosa County 30.43566°N .

Bay County Q. -86.49395°W
30.14685*N

Gulf County 29.79520"N ~85’69132“W

Franklin Counfv 2 . 1 ATy

9.71066-N -84.83418°W
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spat. This will be supplemented with the stocking of spat, obtained from a commercial scallop

hatchery, if not enough are collected from the wild.

Small workboats not barges, will be used to access the spawning areas for collecting spat ~ d

round to maximize peak scallop spawning and existing scallop monitoring efforts.

Arac

Figure 1. Google Earth© image showing proposed project footprints
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Figure 2. Example ofscallop spat collection device
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foraomo rr f r extremely unlikely to be present. The turtles’ very-specific

oraging and life history requirements are not met in or near the action areas- ieatherbadcs are
deepwater, pelagic species and hawksbills are associated with coral reefs SmaNtnnhrru
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“Northwest Atlantic Ocean distinct population segment (DPS)
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discountable.

behavior, growth, and “lab lity o The temporary
necessary for passage within and bet >t thp m llection areas to retrieve the spat bags and
n..ure of .he propo,«d action consuls of stoppmg at 1

estuarlne, and marine habitats.

f " K ortN M re believe, scallop enhancentent will have no effect on Gulf sturgeon

critical habitat.

1=r,:sasr.. T;=—=1K%*"

or green sea turtles, smalltooth sawfish, or Gulf sturgeon.

This concludes the NOAA Restoration Center’s

cil® "ev’:S " omnsS :r species isiL d or critical habitat designated that nraT
be affected by the identified action.

W e’ve enclosed additionaj rd MAMAAAAA

cooperation wi  you , ®j " A Ifyou have any questions about this consultation,

r,trcS eetS ~H Z CO— « 02V » 1-5v4lL or by ctnail a.

joyce.barkley-hahn@ noaa.gov.

Sincerely,

oy E. Crabtree, I’'h.D.

Regional Administrator

Enc.t |. Sen Tur,le end Small,o0,k
2. Standard Manatee Conditions for In-Water Work (2011)

File: 1514-22.C
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tNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

" Ocfanic and Atmospheric Adinitiistradon
NATIOX.M. -\L\RINZ nSHZRIES SERMCE
Southeast Regional Office
263 13th Avenue South
St. Petersburg. FL 33701

SEA TURTLE AND SMALLTOOTH SAWFISH CONSTRrCTION CONDITIONS

The permittee shall comply with the following protected species construction conditions:

The perminee shall mstiuct all personnel associated with the project ofthe potential presence of
these species and the need to at oid collisions with sea turtles and smalltooth sawfish. All
conslniction personnel are responsible fot observing water-rebted activities for the presence of
these species.

~ e peimittee shall advise all construction personnel that there are civil and criminal penalties for
hamimg. harassmg. or killing sea turtles or smalltooth sawfish, which are protected under the

Endangered Species Act of 1973.

Siltauon batrteri shall be made of material in which a sea turtle or smalltooth sawfish cannot

come entangled, be properly secured, and be regularly monitored to avoid protected species
entrapment. Earners may not block sea turtle or smalltooth sawfish entry to or exit from
~signated cntical habitat without prior agreement fiomthe National Marine Fisheries Senice's
Protected Resources Division. St Petersburg. Flonda.

All vessels associated with the construction project shall operate at ' no wakeidle" speeds at all
times while m the construction area and svhile in water depths where the draft ofthe vessel
provides less than a four-foot clearance from the bottom All vessels will preferentially foUow
deep-water routes (e.g., marked channels) whenes er possible

If a sea turtle or smalltooth sasvfish is seen withm 100 yards ofthe active daily
constructiondtedgmg operation or sessel movement, all appropnate precautions shall be
implemented to ensure its protection. These precautions shaU include cessation of operation of
any moving equipment closer than 50 feet ofa sea turtle or smalltooth sawfish. Operation of any
mechamcal construction equipment shall cease immediately if a sea turtle or smalltooth sawfish is
seen within a 50-fl radius ofthe equipment Activities may not resume until the protected species
has departed the project area ofits own volitnm

Any collision with and or injuiy to a sea ttnrle or smalltooth sawfish shall be reported
u”~diately to the National Marine Fisheries Service’s Protected Resources Division (727-8 M-
5J1-) and the local authorized sea turtle stranding rescue organization

Any special construction conditions, required ofyour specific project, outside these general
conditions, ifapplicable, will be addressed m the primary consultation

Revised: March 23, 2006
O: forms Sea Turtle and Smalltooth Sawfish Construction Conditions.doc
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STANDARD MANATEE CONDITIONS FOR IN-WATER WORK
2011

Tho pormrttoe shall wmpty with the feitewirva conditions intended to protect manatees from
difoct project effects:

a

All personnel assocteted with the project shall bo instructed about the presonw of
ma”tees end manatee speed aorms. and the need to avotd eolhsrorts tvrih arte injury te
manatees The pormittoo shaB advise all construction personnel that there are

cnminal pcnaltios tor harming, harassing, or kBling “

the frlarino Mammal Protection Act, tho Endangered Species Act. arte the Flonda
Manatee Sanctoarv Act.

AHvessots associated with tho construction project shall operate at Idle Sprnte”o
Wake* at alt times while in the immediate area arte while in water where the d'a" oj
vessel provides less than a four-foot clearance from tho bottom All vessels will fo low
routes of doep water wtwnevor possible.

Siltation or turbidity barriers shaH be made of material in which maMtees canrwt
SISm e entenglod’! shaH be property secured, and sha« be """~y r~"f
manatee ontonglomenl or entrapment. Barriors must not impede manatoo movement.

All on-site project personnel are responsible for observing water-related f
presence of manateeCs). All io-watet operations, including vessete. ntust bo shutdown if
a manatoe(s} comes widtin SOfoot of the operation, Actrvifaes wvil not resume until tee
manatee(s) has moved beyond the 50-foot radius of the project operat«”, or untti 30
minutes elapses iftho manateo(s> has not reappoarod within 50 foot of ihe operation
Animals most not be herded away or harassed into teavmg.

Any collision wfth or injury to a

and Wildlife Conservation Commisston (FWC) Hotline at 1-56S-r)04-3922. Co
arte/or injury should also be reported to tho U.S. Fish and W ndhf"rvree in
(1-904-731-3336) for north Florida or in Vero Bceacti (1-772-562-390Q) for south Flonda,
and emailed to FWC at ImpenlodSpociesffimvFWC CfilH,

Tompomry signs conceinmg manatees shaH bo posted prior to and

roject activities. All signs ate to be remoyved by tho .
hiolect aCTleanul)%}ary s1gns that have atready geeyn approved for this use by the FW

must be used One sign which reads Caotwn. Boaters must bo posted.
measuring at least 6 « *by 11* explaining tho requirements for 'Idle SpeedfNo Wake
arte the shut down of in-walor operations must bo posted in a location promnontfy

vilte to altjte’ sonnel engaged in water-related activit®s. These _“ns can be v'Owed
mhtm rrvyvAvmvhve.com-W1inilFFHAgITAT?fm” n?t99 Wfl vendprs.htm. Questions

concerning tt"se Signs con te forwarded to the email address listed above.
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