
What are the Concepts of Conservation Landscaping? 
 
Conservation Landscaping - Conservation landscaping is a term used to describe an approach to 
managing land by working with nature, rather than against nature.  Conservation landscaping 
uses plants that are locally native - species that were present in the area at the time of European 
settlement.  Using native plants, and reducing or eliminating turf grass leads to landscapes with 
less overall maintenance requirements: less need of chemical fertilizers, herbicides, and 
insecticides.  Using less chemicals provides better water quality in the streams and rivers, more 
and better habitat for native wildlife, and more time for you to enjoy it.  Regardless of whether 
the land you manage is a quarter of an acre, or a hundreds acres, whether the land is your 
backyard, a school or church property, corporate or municipal lands, BasinScapes practices can 
work for you.  
 
Long Term Planning - The most logical sequences in planning your landscape include the 
following steps:  analyze the site for landscape potential; determine how lawn, trees, shrubs, and 
ground covers can be organized into a functional landscape that meets your planned uses; select 
plants that meet your landscape needs and enhance wildlife habitats; and carefully determine the 
hidden maintenance costs for the planned landscape, particularly water, fertilizer, and pesticide 
requirements.  Implementing BasinScapes will result in the savings of time and money, while 
reducing the risk of polluted runoff leaving your lawn and landscape.  You can also save on 
expensive heating and cooling costs through the proper placement of shade and evergreen trees 
and shrubs. 
 
Using Native Plants - Native plants include those that require low inputs of fertilizers or 
pesticides, plants that require little supplemental watering and seasonal care, and plants that 
provide exceptional wildlife value, such as food and cover.  The value of using native plants for 
pollution prevention comes from their minimal care requirements compared to other plants 
which may need high inputs of fertilizers, pesticides, or water to grow.  The value to wildlife is 
critical, as we lose more and more habitats and food sources to urbanization.  Using a wide 
variety of native plants helps to maintain the natural diversity of our local plant communities. 
 
Conserving Water - BasinScapes can help save up to one-third of the water normally used in 
maintaining landscapes and gardens in the summer months.  Efficient water use involves looking 
at how much water is used, when it used, how it is distributed to the lawn and garden, and how it 
can be conserved through techniques such as mulching and plant selection.  Water lawns and 
plants only when they need it. 
 
Creating Diversity - The BasinScapes approach encourages the enhancement of conservation 
landscaping wherever you live and adds to the greening of cities and suburbs.  You do not need a 
yard to BasinScapes.  Container gardens can be created on a patio, balcony, or a window box, 
and are just as important to your wildlife community as are properties with more green space.  
Water gardens, as simple as a shallow dish or tub of water with potted plants, provide valuable 
water sources for wildlife in any setting. 
 
 
Improving Wildlife Habitat - Creating a wildlife habitat means providing food, water, shelter, 



and nesting sites in the proper arrangements.  Many plants, including native species, produce 
fruits, nuts, or berries that wildlife needs for food.  Hedgerows of deciduous and evergreen 
shrubs provide excellent cover and nesting sites.  Flowering perennial plants provide beautiful 
colors that attract butterflies and hummingbirds.  By reducing the use of fertilizers and 
pesticides, your backyard landscape is safer for wildlife.  When offered various natural sources 
of food, wildlife will visit your patio, terrace, balcony, or yard.  Bird boxes and houses can bring 
songbirds to your back yard or patio to nest.  Bat boxes will entice bats to set up housekeeping in 
your landscape, which helps control mosquitos and other annoying insects.  Water sources, 
whether a small dish of water or a pond, is very important for wildlife. 
 
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) - IPM uses a combination of biological, physical, and 
chemical methods to control pests.  The IPM approach involves (1) accurate pest identification 
and monitoring; (2) evaluation of the risk or threat, and effective control methods; (3) 
physical/cultural controls such as physically removing the pest(s) or those areas of vegetation 
affected by the pest or disease; (4) biological controls such as the use of beneficial predator 
insects to control insect pests; and (5) accurate pesticide application to target species, including 
use of organic-based compounds such as insecticidal soaps when possible.  If absolutely 
necessary, commercial pesticides should be used carefully and applied only to the targeted pest.  



Benefits of BasinScapes: 
 
o BasinScapes will help you to save money and time by using low-maintenance plants;  
o BasinScapes will help you to save money and time by reducing the need for fertilizers, 

herbicides, and pesticides;  
o BasinScapes will help you to save money and time by conserving water by using low 

maintenance plants;  
o BasinScapes will help you to save money and time by saving energy and reducing utility 

bills;  
o BasinScapes will enhance the quality and durability of your landscaping; and  
o BasinScapes will attract enticing wildlife, while increasing the enjoyment value of the 

property. 
 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Can Provide Property Owners and Land Managers 
With: 
 
o Technical assistance with planning and plant selection; 
o Tips on management and care; 
o Informational materials such as: 

o BasinScapes Guides; 
o Nursery lists; 
o List of Local Native Plants; and 
o Contacts for further assistance.   

 
 



What Are the Costs of BasinScapes?  
 
Over the long term, cost savings from reduced lawn and garden maintenance, water 
conservation, and lower energy use, outweigh any initial cost. 
 
BasinScapes can begin by replacing even one plant with a beneficial one, or adding even small 
garden areas to replace turf.  The investment of time, money, and energy is up to you.  There is 
an initial investment in purchasing plants, mulch, etc.  Retail sources of landscaping materials 
often make BasinScapes very economical. 
 
For more information on BasinScapes Guides Contact: 
 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service                        
Delaware Bay Estuary Project 
1210 Whitehall Neck Road 
Smyrna, DE 19977 
(302) 653-9152 
                           
Emblem of DOI and FWS 
 
 
add Estuary Office 

      Add BasinScapes Logo inside the box 



Help Change the Face of Our Landscape 
 

BasinScapes 
 
An Environmentally Friendly Landscape Management Program for the Delaware River 
Basin Watershed 
 
“BasinScapes is a program that informs homeowners and land managers how to save time, 
energy, and money with low-input landscaping and gardening techniques while protecting the 
water quality and providing habitat for the wildlife of Delaware River Basin Watershed.”   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Become a BasinScapes Legacy 
 



BasinScapes Partners Change the Face of Our Landscape 
 
“BasinScapes” are “conservation landscapes” that benefit people, wildlife species and all the 
lands in the Delaware River Watershed.  Watersheds are frequently referred to as “river basins” 
and thus the name BasinScapes is given to this conservation landscaping initiative.  BasinScapes 
landscaping concepts can be employed in a window box, a backyard, or on a multi-acre tract.  
BasinScapes advocates a “holistic” approach through principles inspired by the relationships 
found in the natural world. 
 
What is BasinScapes and How Does It Help the Environment? 
 
BasinScapes is a program modeled after the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service/Chesapeake Bay 
Field Office and The Alliance for Chesapeake Bay to promote action to reduce nutrient inputs 
and other threats to water quality.  The program inspires land managers how to practice 
conservation landscaping, use less fertilizers and chemicals, conserve water, create diversity, use 
native plants, plan for the long term, improve wildlife habitats, and use integrated pest 
management.  The goal of BasinScapes is the protection of important natural resources in the 
watershed and it is a way for you and your landscape to contribute to the health of the Delaware 
River Watershed. 
 
 


