Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge
Volunteer Newsletter ¢ June 2013

What’s New?

An exciting new Refuge outreach program will be conducted this
summer at high-use public access points at Lake Lowell. Often daily
vistors do not come to the Visitor Center and many do not realize
that they are at a National Wildlife Refuge, or what that means.

The program, made possible by a “Connecting People with Nature”
grant awarded from the National Conservation Training Center, aims
to increase visitors’ understanding and appreciation for the Refuge,
wildlife, and wildlife-dependent recreation. Grant funding will also
support a Spanish language interpreter at some of these programs.

Cheers!

Much gratitude goes out to the 12 volunteer field guides who led
663 students through “Discover Wildlife Journeys” field trips this
spring! We couldn’t be more fortunate than to have had the
dedicated volunteers who diligently led these field trips. Nearly all of
these field trips were made possible by bus

scholarships provided by the Friends of Deer Flat. Thank you,

Friends!
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Samantha Storms/BLM Big thank yous are
: also in order for the 50+ volunteers who helped make
BioBlitz and Kids Fishing Day a success again this year. Over
500 community members learned more about the Refuge
through these interactive events. We couldn’t do it without
volunteers!

Around the water cooler...

Please welcome Carmen DelLeon, an environmental educator
and AmeriCorps member from the McCall Outdoor Science
School, who will be co-leading our Summer Outreach
program. Courtney Koehler, a music teacher from Ohio, will
be arriving soon as her co-leader. Along with a team of
volunteers, they will be teaching kids and families about
wildlife and habitat, as well as skills like fishing, nature
photography, and birding. See below if you want to get
involved!

Friends of Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge
Thanks to the Friends for organizing food vendors for BioBlitz and

i for feeding event volunteers. If you appreciate their support of
the Refuge, think about becommg a Friends member For more information about membership or Friends
volunteering, contact friendsofdf@yahoo.com.
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Upcoming Events

Volunteer Social — Thursday, June 27, 2 — 3:30 PM. Join us for a casual gathering to get to know one another and
learn the “inside story” on current projects. New to volunteering? This is a great time to ask other volunteers about their
experiences. RSVPs not required, but appreciated. If you’d like to help out by bringing snacks, please let Heidi know.

Summer Day Camps — July 8-12 and 22-26; 9-12:30. There are a few remaining spots in these week-long, hands-on,
interactive day camp at the Refuge. For more information or to register, contact Kim at 467-9278 or deerflat@fws.gov.

July Ice Cream Social — Saturday, July 27, 2013 1-3 PM @ the Visitor Center

Ice Cream! The Friends of Deer Flat Wildlife Refuge invite you to gather with Friends and learn more about the
important work they do to enhance the Refuge and to make it more accessible to the community and guests from near
and far. RSVP requested to friendsofdf@yahoo.com by July 20™.

Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities

Photography for Friends Newsletter

Dates: Ongoing

The Friends of Deer Flat are seeking photographs of the Refuge for their newsletter, The Grebe. Please contact
friendsofdf@yahoo.com to share your photos.

Summer Outreach Program (5-6 volunteers)
Dates: June, July, & August

Be on the volunteer team helping educate
Refuge visitors about their Refuge! All
training will be provided, and programs will
be conducted on weekdays and weekends. If
you are interested, contact Susan at
susan_kain@fws.gov or 467-9278.

Day Camp Helpers (2-3 volunteers)
Dates: Biodiversity Basics Camp, 7/8-7/12
and Desert Detectives Camp, 7/22-7/26
Help Kim run one of our summer day camps
for kids! Volunteers are needed to help lead
environmental educational activities and
chaperone students throughout the day.
Camps run 9-12:30 each day. Deadline to
register: June 24"

VC Landscaping

Dates: Spring, Summer & Fall
Do you enjoy working outdoors? Pruning, trimming, and weeding help is needed to maintain the water-conservation and
pollinator gardens at the Visitor Center. Deadline to register: Ongoing

Craft & Classroom Preparation Helpers

Dates and Time: Ongoing

Prepare educational materials and create props for Kim, our Environmental Education Specialist. Help is needed with
everything from collecting supplies, cutting and pasting to sewing a much needed bat costume. Would you like to help?
Contact Heidi for more information. Deadline to register: Ongoing

To find out more about or sign up for any of these volunteer opportunities, contact Heidi_Fencik@fws.gov
Or (208)-467-9278.

Thank you, and see you at the Refuge!

Heidi Fencik, Volunteer Coordinator




