Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge
Volunteer Newsletter ¢ July 2013

What’s New?

The Summer Outreach program has begun! Program
leaders, Courtney and Carmen, have begun conducting
interactive on-site public programs such as Birding Basics
and Nature Photography workshops to help connect our
community to the wonderful natural resources here at
the Wildlife Refuge. Would you like to learn more about
the Refuge or improve your birding and binocular skillls?
Check out the “Upcoming Events” section of our website
to see the schedule and participate!

Cheers!

Many thanks to the volunteers who have helped us this
summer in the absence of the Youth Conservation Corps
program. So many of you have stepped up to the plate
to help with tasks that otherwise would have gone
undone. Steve, Clint, Nicole, Colton, Brittany, Emma,
Owen, & Tricia, your work is much appreciated!!

Around the water cooler....

At least two eagle pairs nested successfully this year! One nest is west of the Visitor Center and the other is
on the east side of the lake. The young eagles are almost full grown and have either already fledged or will
fledge soon.

There are also two osprey chicks in the nest near the visitor center, so the next time you are around the refuge
come check out the nest. Or check them out right now on the Friends of Deer Flat Osprey web cam at
http://webhost1.fiberpipe.tv/usfws/osprey.html

Friends of Deer Flat National Wildlife
Refuge

If you enjoy volunteering and want to support the
Refuge in another way, think about becoming a
Friends member. Want to find out a little more
before you get involved, then come to the Friends’
Volunteer Ice Cream Social at 1 PM on Saturday,
7/27 at the Visitor Center. Memberships start at
$10 and are tax deductible. For more information
about membership or Friends volunteering,
contact friendsofdf@yahoo.com.

One of our beautiful summer visitors, the Western Kingbird.




Upcoming Events Unless otherwise stated, all activities take place at the Refuge Visitor Center.

July Ice Cream Social — Saturday, July 27, 1-3 PM g ”{
The Friends of Deer Flat are hosting an ice cream social for volunteers ! o
and potential volunteers, as well as Friends members. Come learn
about the projects—past, present, and future—the Friends have
planned to make the Refuge even more accessible and educational.
Please RSVP to friendsofdf@yahoo.com so they’ll have enough ice
cream for everyone!
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Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities

Summer Outreach Program

Dates: Fridays-Sundays in July & early August

Be on the volunteer team helping educate Refuge visitors about their
Refuge! All training will be provided. If you are interested, contact
Susan at susan_kain@fws.gov or 467-9278.

Visitor Center Host (8-10 volunteers per month)

On Saturdays, the Visitor Center is open thanks to volunteers, and
we’re running short! If you enjoy interacting with people and sharing
wildlife stories with visitors, then this might be the opportunity for you!
Training is provided. Deadline to Register: Ongoing

Reading at the Refuge (1-2 volunteers per month)

Dates and Time: 1st & 3rd Monday (10am and 2 pm)

A free wildlife focused story telling hour for preschoolers. Volunteers
can select and acquire story books, prepare wildlife-oriented crafts, and lead the storytelling and craft making. Deadline
to register: Early July to fill in on July 13, August 19 and Sept 2 & 16.

Collecting owl pellets

Dates: Ongoing

Participants in our EE program have used nearly all of our owl pellets, so we need more! If you find owl pellets or know
where you can get them, please and bring them to the Visitor Center.

Poster & Flyer Delivery

Date and Time: Ongoing; pick up posters M-F 8am-4pm

There just isn’t enough time each month to put up enough posters and flyers to tell everyone about

Refuge events like this summer’s outreach programs. Help us spread the word by putting posters up at

local libraries, colleges, coffee shops, restaurants or anywhere else that would like to help us spread the word. Stop by
to grab some posters or small flyers to distribute. If you’d like to pick some up on a

Saturday, just call ahead and we'll get them ready for you. Deadline to register: Ongoing

National Wildlife Refuge Week Event Planning

Date and Time: First meeting: First week of August (time and date TBA)

Each October, the Friends of Deer Flat celebrate National Wildlife Refuge Week; this year the event will be on Saturday,
October 12. The Friends are seeking volunteers to help plan and organize fun activities (maybe including a photo
workshop), food, and a raffle for this special day. If you're interested, please contact Noreen Tripp at 249-8162 or
tonotripp@cableone.net.

To find out more about or sign up for any of these volunteer opportunities, contact Heidi_Fencik@fws.gov
Or (208)-467-9278.

Thank you, and see you at the Refuge!

Heidi Fencik, Volunteer Coordinators




