Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge
Volunteer Newsletter ¢ January 2013

——— ==a What'’s New?
; ‘ Happy New Year! Wishing you all a safe and happy 2013.
Hope to see you at the Refuge for volunteer activities!

Cheers

Much appreciation goes out to our Saturday Visitor Center
Host volunteers this month. Without this dedicated bunch
of folks we wouldn’t be able to keep the Visitor Center
open on Saturdays. They responded so well and so quickly
this quarter. | couldn’t be more grateful for their service.
Thanks!!!

We would also like to express our gratitude for the ever-
present and hard-working Sherriff’s Inmate Labor Detail
program. They work throughout the year to keep our
refuge clean and recently put in several hours removing
the large masses of tumbleweed that had collected in and around the Visitor Center landscaping.

Look who’s been greeting our visitors this month!

Around the Water Cooler

We are pleased to welcome Barbara Albiston, our new Administrative Support Assistant, to the Refuge staff.
Stop in and introduce yourself next time you’re at the office. Unfortunately, we are also saying goodbye to our
good friend Daniel Eckstrom, who has been with us for 3 % years as our Budget Clerk. He will truly be missed!

Friends of Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge

If you enjoy volunteering and want to support the Refuge in another way, think about becoming a Friends
member. Memberships start at $10 and are tax deductible. If you’re already a member, don’t forget to renew
your memberships for 2013! For more information about membership or Friends volunteering, contact
friendsofdf@yahoo.com.

Upcoming Events

Wild About Life Lecture Series: Jan 8, 7:00 PM Valuable Tips
for Landscape and Nature Photography Mike Shipman, owner
of Blue Planet Photography, former wildlife biologist, and
refuge volunteer, will share tips to improve your landscape
and nature photos, offer equipment suggestions, and profile
some local and regional areas worthy of a photo excursion.

Junior Duck Stamp Art Days: January 5, 19 & 26. 10AM-4PM.
K-12 students are invited to drop in to draw, have fun and
learn about Idaho waterfowl. All art supplies are provided for
you to create your own Junior Duck Stamp Art Contest entry.
Junior Duck Stamp entries for the 2013 contest are due by March 15, 2013.
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Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities

Winter Day Camp, Saturday February 9th

(2-3 volunteers for 1 day)

Help teach children in second through fourth grades about hibernation, migration and the challenges of
survival in winter. We need volunteers to co-lead the camp and to help chaperone and take pictures. No
experience necessary; training will be provided. Contact us if you are interested in helping!

Scout Day Leaders (3-4 volunteers per month)

Dates and Time: Usually 1st Saturday of every month from 1-3pm. Upcoming dates: Jan 12, Feb 2 & Mar 9
Scout Day is a free environmental education opportunity for Scouts to earn wildlife-related badges. Volunteers
lead programs that include crafts and a short hike. No experience necessary—only enthusiasm and a
willingness to learn! Deadline to register: Ongoing

Poster & Flyer Delivery

Date and Time: Ongoing; pick up posters M-F 8am-4pm

There just isn’t enough time in the in the month to put up enough posters and flyers to tell everyone about
Refuge events like the lecture series, Earth Day, and BioBlitz. Help us spread the word by putting posters up at
local libraries, colleges, coffee shops, restaurants or anywhere else that would like to help us advertise our
lectures. Stop by to grab some posters or small flyers to distribute. If you’d like to pick some up on a
Saturday, just call ahead and we’ll get them ready for you. Deadline to register: Ongoing

Visitor Center Host (2 volunteers per Saturday)

Dates and Times: Saturdays throughout the year, 10am-4pm

Help keep the Visitor Center open on Saturdays. If you enjoy interacting with people and sharing wildlife
stories with visitors, then this might be the opportunity for you! Training is provided. Deadline to Register:
Monday March 18™. We always need a few extra people on the roster to make schedules work. Sign up now!

BRI e Reading at the Refuge (1-2 volunteers per
month) Dates and Time: 1 & 3™ Mondays
(10am and 2pm) A free wildlife-focused story
and craft making hour for pre-schoolers. With
an increased demand for school programs, we
are seeking volunteers to select and acquire
story books, prepare wildlife-oriented crafts,
and/or lead the storytelling and craftmaking.
Also, if you’ve read a great pre-school level
nature book lately, please pass the title on to us
and likewise for crafts. We’re always looking for
new ideas to tickle the fancy of our tiniest
visitors! Deadline to register: Ongoing.
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Little ones enjoying Reading at the Refuge

To find out more about or sign up for any of these volunteer opportunities, contact Heidi_Fencik@fws.gov
Or (208) 467-9278.

Thank you, and see you at the Refuge!

Heidi Fencik, Volunteer Coordinator and PCElI AmeriCorps Member




