Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge
Volunteer Newsletter ¢ January 2012

What’s new?

Happy New Year! | hope you and your loved ones had a fantastic holiday season and start to the New Year. We
hope 2012 will be filled with happiness and good health for you!

On your next visit to the Refuge, you might notice several new faces. Stan Culling, the new Deputy Refuge
Manager, arrived in December. Ray Portwood, the new Zone Law Enforcement Officer, will be arriving in early
January. Finally, Kash Anderson, the new Volunteer Coordinator, will be starting on January 17. Please
introduce yourself and offer them a warm welcome!

Cheers!

Thank you to all 2011 Visitor Center hosts. The staff
and visitors appreciate the time and service you
provide on Saturdays! Cheers to Bob Faller, Lynn
Wilfling, Trina Hays, Cathy Eells, Don Dunn, Jim
Holcomb, Noreen Trip, Nettie Smoot, Connie
Leavitt, Chris Slymon, Mary Ann Williams, Al Pilch,
Marabie Barack, Mia Puopolo, and Mary Jo
Schumacher.

Around the water cooler...

The Refuge Staff has been as busy as ever working on the Comprehensive Conservation Plan and are
continuing to reshape alternatives and write a draft CCP and Environmental Impact Statement. Planning
Update #4 came out in the fall, so please click here to read it and find out more about the CCP:
http://www.fws.gov/deerflat/refugeplanning.html. The draft will be released for public comment in the
spring. If you are interested in being on the CCP mailing list or have any CCP-related questions, please contact
the Refuge at 467-9278 or email deerflat@fws.gov.

Friends of Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge

One way to show your support for the Refuge in 2012 is to
become a Friends of Deer Flat member. Your small membership
fee is tax deductable and helps fund various Friends projects
throughout the year. Additionally, our Friends are looking for

F

r more active members (and even board members). If you have a
-t grand idea for the Refuge or want to share your enthusiasm about
the Refuge with like-minded people, think about joining! For more
Photo Courtesy of Addison Mohler information about membership or Friends volunteering, contact

Genevieve Johannsen at gcj_83651@yahoo.com or 891-5103.
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Upcoming Events

Wild About Life Lecture Series: Tuesday, January 10th, 7 PM. Identifying the Raptors of Southwest Idaho. Dr.
Leon Powers, Professor emeritus from Northwest Nazarene University, will share identification tips about the
raptors of Southwestern Idaho and explain why our area has such a high raptor density. This is a free
presentation and will take place at the Visitor Center.

Junior Duck Stamp Art Days: 10 AM-4 PM on January 3-7, 14, 21, 28; February 11, 18, 25; and March 3 and 10.
K-12 students are invited to drop in to have fun, draw, and learn about Idaho waterfowl. All art supplies are
provided to create your own Junior Duck Stamp Art Contest entry. Entries for the 2012 contest are due by
March 15, 2012.

Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities

Scout Day Leaders (3-4 volunteers per month)

Dates and Time: 1% Saturday of every month from 1-3pm. Upcoming date: February 4th. A free
environmental education opportunity for Scouts to earn wildlife-related badges. Volunteers lead programs
that include crafts and a short hike. No experience necessary—only enthusiasm and a willingness to learn!
Deadline to register: Ongoing

Reading at the Refuge (1-2 volunteers per month)

Dates and Time: 1°* & 3™ Tuesdays (10:00am) and Wednesdays (2:00pm) of the month

A free wildlife-focused story hour for pre-schoolers. Volunteers can select and acquire story books, prepare
wildlife-oriented crafts, and lead the storytelling and craftmaking. Deadline to register: Ongoing.

Discover Wildlife Journeys Field Trip Leaders
Dates and Times: Tuesdays-Thursdays in April and May,
9:30am-2:30pm

Volunteers are needed to help connect 4™-6"

graders with
nature at educational stations near the Visitor Center. No
experience necessary — just a love of kids, enthusiasm, and a
willingness to learn. Deadline to register: Ongoing. Training
will be held in mid-March.

Wildlife Artist (1-2 volunteers)

Dates and Times: At your convenience
Calling all artists! Would you be interested in lending your artistic talent towards the Refuge? We are looking
to create volunteer awards for future recognition events, and we would like to have a drawings of wildlife
etched onto these awards. If you enjoy drawing and would like to draft up some wildlife art, think about
volunteering! Deadline to register: Ongoing.

To find out more or sign up for any of these volunteer opportunities, contact Susan_Kain@fws.gov or (208)-467-9278.
Thank you, and see you at the Refuge!

Susan Kain, Visitor Services Manager
Cody Dix, Former Volunteer Coordinator




