Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge
Volunteer Newsletter < February 2012

What's new?

Hey everyone! My name is Kash Anderson and |
am the new Volunteer Coordinator at Deer Flat. |
just started and am still learning many things
about the Refuge and about the Staff and
Volunteers who keep it running. | am from the
Pocatello area and am a student at Idaho State
studying Ecology. | am looking forward to working
with you this year. Come on up to the visitor
center and | will be happy to meet you.

If you have not been to the visitor center for a
while, come check it out! The new wing of the
building is complete and staff is moving in.

Cheers!

Thank you to all the Visitor Center hosts. The staff and visitors appreciate the time and service you provide on
Saturdays, especially the visitors who have attended Junior Duck Stamp Art Day this month! Thanks also to the team
of volunteers who helped clean wood duck nesting boxes and goose platforms on the Refuge islands!

Around the water cooler...

Addison Mohler, the Refuge biologist, reports that he saw a peak of
54,223 ducks and a peak of 20,000 geese at the refuge, both during the
Christmas Bird Count on December 17.

The Refuge staff has been as busy as ever working on the
Comprehensive Conservation Plan. The draft will be released for public
comment in the spring. If you are interested in being on the CCP mailing
list or have any CCP-related questions, please contact the Refuge at
467-9278 or email deerflat@fws.gov.

Friends of Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge

Show your support for the Refuge in 2012 by becoming a Friends of Deer
Flat member. Your small membership fee is tax deductible and helps fund
various Friends projects throughout the year. The Friends are also looking
for more active members (and even board members). If you have a grand
idea for the Refuge or want to share your enthusiasm about the Refuge
with like-minded people, think about joining! For more information
about membership or Friends volunteering, contact Genevieve
Johannsen at gcj_83651@yahoo.com or 891-5103.




Upcoming Events

Wild about Life Lecture Series: Tuesday, February 21%, 7 PM. What to do About Cheatgrass? Join Andy Ogden, from
the Idaho Department of Fish and Game, to find out about cheat grass and other species of invasive annual grasses
including specific control techniques recommended for small landowners. Free presentation at the Visitor Center.

Junior Duck Stamp Art Days: 10 AM-4 PM on February 11, 18, 25 and March 3 and 10. K-12 students are invited to
drop in to have fun, draw, and learn about Idaho waterfowl. All art supplies are provided to create your own Junior
Duck Stamp Art Contest entry. Entries for the 2012 contest are due by March 15, 2012

Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities

Wood Duck Box Survey (3-4 volunteers per day)

Dates and Times: February 28th — March 1st, 8:30am-3:00pm

Help longtime volunteer Jim Holcomb survey, clean, and repair roughly 70 Wood Duck boxes at Lake Lowell. It’s
always fun to see who has taken up temporary quarters in the boxes! Deadline to register: February 15th

Idaho Sportsman’s Show

Dates and Times: March 1st-4th, various times

Help staff the Fish and Wildlife Service booth at this huge
show at Expo Idaho. The FWS booth is targeted at kids
and is fun and interactive. Also, you get free access to the
show, as well as a free pass to the show for family or a
friend. Deadline to register: February 20th

Discover Wildlife Journeys Field Trip Leaders
Dates and Times: Tuesdays-Thursdays in April and May,
9:30am-2:30pm

Volunteers are needed to help connect 4th-6th graders
with nature at educational stations near the Visitor Photo courtesy of USFWS
Center. No experience necessary — just a love of kids, enthusiasm, and a willingness to learn. Deadline to register:
March 9. Training will be held in mid-March

Scout Day Leaders (3-4 volunteers per month)

Dates and Time: 1st Saturday of every month from 1-3pm.

A free environmental education opportunity for Scouts to earn wildlife-related badges. Volunteers lead programs
that include crafts and a short hike. No experience necessary—only enthusiasm and a willingness to learn!
Deadline to register: Ongoing

Wild Artist (1-2 volunteers)

Dates and Times: At your Convenience

Calling all artists! We are planning to create volunteer awards for future recognition events, and we would like to
have a drawing of wildlife etched onto these awards. If you enjoy drawing and would like to draft some wildlife art,
think about volunteering! Deadline to register: Ongoing.

To find out more or sign up for any of these volunteer opportunities, contact Susan_Kain@fws.gov or call Kash at 467-9278.
Thank you, and see you at the Refuge!

Kash Anderson, Volunteer Coordinator
Susan Kain, Visitor Services Manager



