Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge

Volunteer Newsletter ¢ December 2012

It's December! Hard to believe it’s the close of another successful year. In B
this season of gift giving, we are reminded that the nicest gift we receive all (e Rorkng 1 the fog s mormng o Lok Lawel The e season has e
year is the gift of your constant volunteer service. Thank you! .

The Refuge is now on Facebook. “Like” us to see the Refuge in a new way
and stay up to date!

Cheers!

Thanks to the hard work of our terrific volunteer, Ryan, several more owls
and ducks will find a cozy home this winter or spring here at Deer Flat.
Ryan recently put up several new wood duck boxes and four new barn owl
boxes. The owl boxes have been placed for pest control—hoping to attract
owls to keep down the gophers in the Refuge ag fields. He also made life-saving modifications to some wood duck boxes
by enlarging the holes. We’ve discovered that occasionally American Kestrels will nest in the boxes. Without the larger
holes, their young have a hard time climbing out of the boxes. Thanks, Ryan!

The birds have been singing the praises of our volunteers quite a lot lately—literally! They are simply thrilled that we
have a team of dedicated volunteers who take the time to keep the Visitor Center bird feeders full during the cold
months. Thanks also to the Friends of Deer Flat and Noreen for coordinating! Volunteers have been faithfully filling and
cleaning the feeders twice a week since the beginning of November and the birds gobble the seed up nearly as fast as
the feeders are filled! Come have a seat in the Visitor Center viewing room to watch all the excitement. You might see
Dark-eyed Juncos, House Finches, White Crowned Sparrows and more.

Around the water cooler...

This month we say good-bye to Kash Anderson, who has been Volunteer Coordinator since January. He has truly
enjoyed working with the terrific volunteers we have here at the Refuge and is sad to say good-bye. His replacement,
Heidi Fencik, will continue on as the new Volunteer Coordinator.

Friends of Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge

See below for information about a fun Friends event on December 11! If you enjoy volunteering and want to support
the Refuge in another way, think about becoming a Friends member. Membership starts at $10 and are tax deductible. If
you're already a member, memberships can make great holiday gifts! For more information ' b1 e G W )
about membership or Friends volunteering, contact friendsofdf@yahoo.com. 7 I\ oy L

Upcoming Events

Wild About Life Lecture Series: Dec 11 — 7:00 PM 2012 Fire Season Update & Boo Boo the
Bear

Karen Miranda Gleason, from the National Interagency Fire Center (NIFC) in Boise, will give
an update on the near-record 2012 Idaho fire season, including the Trinity Ridge, Halstead
and Mustang fires. Karen’s fire crew rescued Boo Boo the bear at the Mustang Fire, and she
will share her firsthand knowledge on the care and recovery of the black bear.

Friends of Deer Flat Elections and Potluck Dinner: Dec 11 - 5:30 PM

The public is cordially invited to the annual Friends of Deer Flat potluck dinner and general
meeting. Enjoy good food with others who love the Refuge while learning about how the Friends support the Refuge
and connect people with wildlife. Please bring a side dish or dessert to share.
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Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities

Tumblin’ Tumble Weeds (any number of volunteers!)

Dates and Times: At your convenience

The winter winds have blown a multitude of tumble mustards, sometimes called tumbleweeds, into the parking lot and,
Visitor Center landscaping. Would you like to spend some time outside (bundled up good and warm, of course!) helping
us get these mountains of light, lacey weeds out of everyone’s way? If so, please give us a call. Deadline to register:
ongoing.

Scout Day Leaders (3-4 volunteers per month)

Dates and Time: Usually 1st Saturday of every month from 1-3pm. Upcoming dates: Dec 1 ,Jan 12, & Feb 2.

Scout Day is a free environmental education opportunity for Scouts to earn wildlife-related badges. Volunteers lead
programs that include crafts and a short hike. No experience necessary—only enthusiasm and a willingness to learn!
Deadline to register: Ongoing

Winter Day Camp, Saturday February 9th (2-3 volunteers for 1 day

We are beginning to plan for winter day camp and need volunteers to help teach and chaperone children in second
through fourth grades about hibernation, migration and the challenges of survival in winter. No experience necessary.
Training will be provided. Contact Kim (Maureen Portwood@fws.gov, 467-9278) if you are interested in helping!

Visitor Center Host (2 volunteers per Saturday)

Dates and Times: Saturdays throughout the year, 10am-4pm

Help keep the Visitor Center open on Saturdays. If you enjoy interacting with people and sharing wildlife stories with
visitors, then this might be the opportunity for you! Training is provided. We are currently developing the January-March
schedule, so Deadline to Register: Monday, December 10™. we always need a few extra people on the roster to make
schedules work out. Sign up now!

Reading at the Refuge (1-2 volunteers per month)
Dates and Time: 1st & 3rd Mondays (10:00am and
2:00pm)

A free wildlife-focused story and craft making hour for
pre-schoolers. To free up education staff’s time, we are
seeking volunteers to select and acquire story books,
prepare wildlife-oriented crafts, and lead the
storytelling and craftmaking. If you’ve read a great pre-
school level nature related book lately, please pass the
title on to us and likewise for crafts. We’re always
looking for new ideas to tickle the fancy of our tiniest
visitors! Deadline to

register: Ongoing.

To find out more about or sign up for any of these volunteer opportunities, contact Heidi_Fencik@fws.gov
Or (208)-467-9278.

Thank you, and see you at the Refuge!

Kash Anderson and Heidi Fencik, Volunteer Coordinators




