Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge
Volunteer Newsletter ¢ August 2013

= What’s New?

Summer is winding down and so is our fiscal
year. Have you turned in all of your volunteer
time sheets for the year? If not, please send
them to Heidi before August 9™ so we can
submit your hard work to our Refuge Annual
Performance Plan.

| hope you’ve been enjoying the sunshine and
staying cool in the heat. And that you have had
time to visit the Refuge to enjoy hiking the trails,
watching for wildlife, fishing, or learning about

. the Refuge at the Visitor Center.

~< Cheers!

Words cannot express how grateful we are for
Visitor Counting Survey volunteers who have
stuck it out through the heat of the

. 5 2 ) ) . summer.Thank you!! Their keen eyes greatly
Gotts Point on her fishing skills (Susan Kain/USFWS). enhance our understanding of Refuge visitation.

Dozens of children reaped the benefits of our faithful summer day camp volunteers in July. Thank you Bryan,
Andie, Shawna, Jeremiah and Isaac for your fantastic help with camp!

Around the water cooler....

Our Summer Outreach Program is winding down, with a few more sessions from 2-6 at the Lower Dam
Recreation Area on 8/10, 8/24, and 9/7. Many Lake Lowell visitors enjoyed the interactive activities—and
maybe discovered that they were at Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge! Thanks to Courtney and Carmen for
setting up the program—we will miss them as they head back to their “real” lives. Thanks also to Aaron,
Emily, Heather, Josh, Marshall, Myranda for your help!

Additionally, Kim Portwood has finished her AmeriCorps service as the Environmental Education Specialist.
Thank you for all your fantastic work teaching kiddos about wildlife, Kim, and best wishes for your future
endeavours! We look forward to welcoming a new environmental educator/volunteer coordinator in
September.

Friends of Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge

Thanks to the Friends for their tasty ice cream treats—and thanks to those of you who attended the ice cream
social on July 271 I you missed the social and want to find out about support the Refuge in another way by
volunteering for the Friends or becoming a Friends member, contact friendsofdf@yahoo.com.. Memberships
start at $10 and are tax deductible.
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Upcoming Events Unless otherwise stated, all activities take place at the Refuge Visitor Center.

Birding Basics Roving Ranger — Saturdays, 8/10, 8/24, and 9/7, 2-6 PM, Lower Dam Recreation Area
Drop in to learn about local birds and get pointers on bird watching. Binoculars and other supplies will be available. If
you're interested, we’re also looking for volunteers. Contact Susan (susan_kain@fws.gov).

Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities

Weed Warrior Volunteers (4-8 volunteers)

Dates and Time: Weekdays throughout August, 8:00am-4:00pm
If you have an open weekday within the next few weeks, then get
outside with ultimate weed warrior volunteer Steve Kehoe. He is
looking for people to help improve Refuge wildlife habitat by
removing noxious—and obnoxious—plants. Deadline to Register:
Ongoing

Discover Wildlife Journeys Field Trip Leaders (3-4 volunteers)
Dates and Times: mid-September through October, Tues-Thurs from
9am-3pm

Volunteers are needed to help guide 4th-6th graders through
educational stations near the Visitor Center and connect students
with nature. No experience is necessary — just a love of kids,
enthusiasm, and a willingness to learn. Training will be held in early-
mid September.

Duck Banding Volunteers (10-14 volunteers)
Date and Time: September 11, 6-9am
Help the Refuge staff band and count ducks! Volunteers will help

secure nets and gather ducks from the nets to place in the holding One of many campers who enjoyed getting “knee
boxes or pass to staff to band. Basic duck species identification skills deep” in learning at Biodiversity Basics camp
are recommended, but not needed. Deadline to Register: Sept. 1* (USFWS).

Reading at the Refuge (1-2 volunteers per month)

Dates and Time: 1st & 3rd Monday (10am and 2 pm)

A free wildlife focused story telling hour for preschoolers. Volunteers can select and acquire story books, prepare
wildlife-oriented crafts, and lead the storytelling and craft making. Deadline to register: Early August to fill in on:
August 19 and Sept 2 & 16.

National Wildlife Refuge Week Event Planning

Date and Time: August (time and date TBA)

Join the Friends of Deer Flat to plan their annual celebration of National Wildlife Refuge Week; this year the event will
be on Saturday, October 12. The Friends are seeking volunteers to help plan and organize fun activities (maybe including
a photo workshop), food, and a raffle for this special day. If you're interested, please contact Noreen Tripp at 249-8162
or tonotripp@cableone.net.

Bird Feeding (3-5 Volunteers)

Dates and Times September 28™, 1:00pm

The Friends of Deer Flat is again seeking help feeding wintering birds from November through March. If you are
interested, contact Noreen Tripp at 249-8162 or tonotripp@cableone.net for questions or to join the training on
September 28.

To find out more about or sign up for any of these volunteer opportunities, contact Heidi_Fencik@fws.gov
Or (208)-467-9278.

Thank you, and see you at the Refuge!

Heidi Fencik, Volunteer Coordinator




