Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge
Volunteer Newsletter ¢ April 2013

What’s New?

Volunteer socials are new! In March we started what will
hopefully become a long tradition of great gatherings at the
refuge. Our first social, held on March 28" was a smashing
success and was filled with good conversation, good food
and information. See Upcoming Events below for your next
opportunity to learn more about the Refuge, get to know the
staff, and meet other volunteers at a Volunteer Social.

The osprey pair has returned and the male is quite busy
building their nest. See all the action at the new link to the

Friends of Deer Flat osprey webcam:

http://webhostl.fiberpipe.tv/usfws/osprey.html

Cheers!

They trudged through, wind, mud and icy waters... our \/ =g - T '
dedicated team of wood duck box cleaners and surveyors pall & Tl )

spent three good days helping to clean & prepare nesting Fred & Jimmie examine yet another wood duck box.

boxes for Refuge wood ducks. We cannot thank these brave
and persevering volunteers enough for their hard work.

Judges for the Junior Duck Stamp art competition
thoughtfully narrow down entries to select a winner.

We had a record number of Jr. Duck Stamp entries this year from
young artists all over Idaho and truly appreciate the volunteer
judges who evaluated the fantistic artwork. It was tough work
choosing the winners!

Much thanks to Bob and Steve this month for delivering the draft
CCPs to local libraries. You are a critical part our team.

Around the water cooler...

We are quite pleased to announce that the once faded interpretive
signs along the Centennial Trail have been replaced with bright new
more durable panels. The bird viewing blind ramp has also been
recently completed and is awaiting connection to the Centennial
Trail. Now is a wonderful time to stop by the Refuge to watch for
spring migrating birds returning to and traveling through the refuge.

Friends of Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge

If you enjoy volunteering and want to support the Refuge in another way, think about becoming a Friends member.
Memberships start at $10 and are tax deductible. For more information about membership or Friends volunteering,

contact friendsofdf@yahoo.com.

Upcoming Events

Eavesdrop on Bats (Wild About Life Lecture): Tuesday, April 9", 7pm Learn how biologists eavesdrop on bats using “bat
detectors” to gain useful information about these nocturnal animals. Jenny Barnett, Refuge System Biologist.
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Volunteer Social - Thu Apr 25", 2 — 3:30pm. Join us for a casual gathering to get to know one another and learn the
“inside story” on current projects. Considering volunteering? This is a great time to ask other volunteers about their
experiences. RSVPs not required, but appreciated. If you’d like to help out by bringing snacks, please let Heidi know.

Volunteer Orientation: 2 PM on May 11. Interested in volunteering for the Refuge, but you’re not entirely sure what it
entails? Or interested in volunteering to do something different and new? Come to this volunteer orientation session for
a preview of Refuge volunteer opportunities for the spring, summer, and fall.

Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities

VC Landscaping (2-3 volunteers)
Dates: Spring, Summer & Fall
Do you enjoy working outdoors? Pruning, trimming, and weeding

help is needed to maintain the water-conservation and pollinator
gardens at the Visitor Center. Deadline to register: Ongoing

Scout Day Leaders (3-4 volunteers per month)

Dates and Time: Usually 1** Saturday of every month from 1-3pm.
Upcoming dates: April 6, May 4.

Scout Day is a free environmental education opportunity for Scouts
to earn wildlife-related badges. Volunteers lead programs that
include crafts and a short hike. No experience necessary—only
enthusiasm and a willingness to learn! Deadline to register:

Ongoing One of many frequent visitors to our beautiful
pollinator garden, which is an all-volunteer project of
Junior Duck Stamp Art Contest Helpers (2-4 volunteers) the Friends of Deer Flat.

Dates and Times: Throughout April, times to be scheduled
Help to sort and return artwork and certificates/prizes/ribbons to all participants. Deadline to register: ASAP

Earth Day Work Day (many volunteers)

Dates and Time: Saturday, April 20, 9-noon

Celebrate Earth Day at Deer Flat by participating in Earth Day Work Day! Crew leaders needed, as well as people to join
crews to improve habitat for wildlife by removing noxious weeds and litter at Lake Lowell. Deadline to register: Crew
leaders: April 10™; Crew members: April 15™.

Grebe Surveyors (2-3 volunteers per survey)

Dates and Time: Starting April 15 — Ending Late November

Go out on the lake with Addison (the Refuge biologist) to survey western and Clark’s grebes that are arriving back and
will be setting up nests. Contact Heidi for more information. Deadline to register: Ongoing

BioBlitz and Kids’ Fishing Day (12-15 volunteers)

Dates and Times: June 7" and 8"

We're starting to plan for our annual BioBlitz and Kids’ Fishing Day events, so mark your calendars and let us know if you
want to help! Volunteers are needed to help set up, staff various craft and activity tables, shuttle visitors, help
youngsters with fishing, wear the Blue Goose costume, and clean up as well. This is a great opportunity to show how
special the Refuge is to families and friends, and is quite a fun event as well! Deadline to Register: May 30"

To find out more about or sign up for any of these volunteer opportunities, contact Heidi_Fencik@fws.gov
Or (208)-467-9278.

Thank you, and see you at the Refuge!
Heidi Fencik, Volunteer Coordinators




