Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge
Volunteer Newsletter ¢ April 2012

What's new?

It is offically spring! If you’ve got spring fever, and are
itching to get out of the house, come volunteer at Deer

Flat. We will be celebrating the arrival of the new season
with many volunteer events this spring, and as always
you are invited and encouraged to lend a hand. Please
tell your family, friends, neighbors, and co-workers
about your Deer Flat volunteer experiences and help us
spread the word to anyone who might be interested!

One sign of spring’s arrival, is the recent return of the
osprey to town. They are preparing the nest for this
year’s brood. Come to the Visitor Center to check them
out—or view them online through the Friends’ webcam
at http://wwwa2 fiberpipe.net/deerflat/ospreycam.asp!
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Cheers!

Thanks to the several volunteers that helped us plant sagebrush on the hill sides over by Gotts Point. The FWS
Ecological Services office in Boise provided over 2,500 plants to help restore the natural habitat of the Refuge.

Around the water cooler...

In December, a forward-looking infrared radar (FLIR) survey was done to inventory deer on the Lake Lowell Unit. The

survey found 52 groups of deer were found and 164 individuals on the Refuge!

Did you know...
The Friends of Deer Flat are helping with our new

Discover Wildlife Journey field trip program. The
Friends have received several grants so they can
offer bus scholarships to schools to transport their
classes to the Refuge! It’s just one of the many ways
our Friends group benefits the Refuge. If you enjoy
volunteering, appreciate the Refuge, and want to
help even more, think about becoming a Friends
member! For more information, contact Genevieve
Johannsen at gcj_83651@yahoo.com or 467-7515
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Upcoming Events:

Wild About Life Lecture Series: Tuesday, April 10", 7 PM

Gardening with Nature: Create a Refuge at Home! Learn how to create a refuge for healthy plants that is beneficial to
wildlife in your landscape or garden with tips and ideas for design, plant selection and management practices that
encourage diverse natural systems to flourish in harmony with human habitat. Ariel Agenbroad, Horticulturist and
Educator, University of Idaho. Activities are free. To find out more, contact deerflat@fws.gov or (208)-467-9278.

Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities:

Discover Wildlife Journeys Field Trip Leaders

Training Dates: April 6" 1pm-5pm

Dates and Times: Tues-Thurs from April 10-June 7, 9am-3pm
Volunteers needed to help guide 4th-6th graders through Discover
Wildlife Journeys field trips near the Visitor Center and help
connect students with nature. No experience necessary—just a
love of kids, enthusiasm, and a willingness to learn. Deadline to
register: Contact Kyle or Kash ASAP

Earth Day Work Day (as many volunteers as possible!)

Date and Time: April 21%, 9:00am-12:00pm

Celebrate Earth Day by being outdoors and being stewards of the land. We'll improve habitat for wildlife by removing
noxious weeds and litter at Lake Lowell. Deadline to register: April 16"

Junior Duck Stamp Art Contest Helpers (2-4 volunteers)

Dates and Times: First two weeks of April (especially 4/2, 4/9, or 4/16 from 9-noon)

Help to sort judged artwork and return artwork and certificates/prizes/ribbons to all participants. Deadline to register:
ASAP

Reading at the Refuge (1-2 volunteers per month)

Dates and Times: April 2nd & April 16th, Will start at 10:00am and 2:00pm
A free wildlife focused story telling hour for pre-schoolers. Volunteers can select and acquire story books, prepare
wildlife-oriented crafts, and lead the storytelling and craftmaking. Deadline to register: Ongoing.

Grebe Surveyors (2-3 volunteers per survey)

Dates and Time: April 16" and on and off throughout the summer

Go out on the lake with Addison (the Refuge biologist) to survey western and Clark’s grebes that are arriving back will be
setting up nests. Contact Kash for more information. Deadline to register: Ongoing

BioBlitz and Kids’ Fishing Day (12-15 volunteers)

Dates and Times: June 8" and 9"

We're starting to plan for our annual BioBlitz and Kids’ Fishing Day events, so mark your calendars and let us know if you
want to help! Volunteers are needed to help set up, staff various craft and activity tables, shuttle visitors, help
youngsters with fishing, wear the Blue Goose costume, and clean up as well. This is a great opportunity to show how
special the Refuge is to families and friends, and is quite a fun event as well! Deadline to Register: May 30

To find out more or sign up for any of these volunteer opportunities,
contact Kash_Anderson@fws.gov or (208) 467-9278.

Thanks again, and see you at the Refuge!

Kash Anderson, Volunteer Coordinator



