Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge
Volunteer Newsletter ¢ October 2014

Don’t Miss These Volunteer Opportunities!

Volunteers are especially needed for the following projects: Creepy Critter Encounters (staff activity, craft, and welcome
tables and more) and Reading at the Refuge (select and acquire story books, prepare wildlife-oriented crafts, and lead
the storytelling and craft making). See next page for more information.

What’s New?

For almost two weeks there has been a Sabine’s gull hanging out around the Lower
Dam. These gulls typically breed in the far north and winter over the ocean. They
are listed as “vagrant,” or highly unusual, on the Refuge bird list, so this gull has
raised a lot of excitement among local (and even regional) birders.

At duck banding earlier this month, volunteers, partners, and staff netted and
banded 199 ducks. Mostly mallards, but a few northern pintails.

Cheers!
Thanks to the 100+ National Public Lands Day participants and leaders. The rain
ended in time for the start of the event and leaders and volunteers were flexible
about adjusting projects accordingly. They collected more than 15 bags of litter, dug : ;
up hundreds of white bryony roots, filled 3 dumpsters with puncturevine (AKA Volunteer Shanna admiring a
goathead) and sandbur, pruned shrubs in the visitor center xeriscape, and made mallard as they wait in line for
. . banding. (USFWS/Kain)
several improvements to the Nature Trail.

Thanks also to the 50 Liberty Charter High School students who also filled three dumpsters with goatheads, prepped
welcome signs for painting, dug up white bryony roots, and helped chip up Russian olive cuttings.

Thanks to all of you! See the next page for information about this year’s volunteer recognition potluck on November 1*.

Around the water cooler... Great news! Mackenzie Tietjen, the
new Volunteer Coordinator AmeriCorps member, will be starting
October 14™. We are looking forward to having her on the team. Next
time you’re out this way, please stop in to introduce yourself!

The Refuge has partnered with a 5t grade class at Lake Ridge
Elementary to participate in the local “Bird by Bird” program. The
school receives bird feeders, feed, a bird bath, binoculars, and many
bird-related learning tools. The kids become Citizen Scientists—
collecting data about what birds visit their feeders. Environmental
Educator AmeriCorps member Kacey Kai will be visiting the school .
monthly to enhance the curriculum with outdoor activities. The kids The chipping and white bryony crews from Liberty Charter
. . . . School showing off their muscles! (USFWS/Kain)
have been very excited since putting up the feeders and are reporting
regularly on their “blog” about what they are seeing. (You can check out their posts at
http://birdbybirdidaho.com/school/lake-ridge-elementary)

Friends of Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge

The Friends of Deer Flat is a non-profit organization that supports the Refuge in many ways, including organizing a NWR
Week event on October 11 (see below). Friends memberships start at $10 and are tax deductible.
Friendsofdfwr@gmail.com for info about membership or getting involved.
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Upcoming Events Unless otherwise stated, all activities take place at the Refuge Visitor Center
Reading at the Refuge—Monday, October 6" and 20"—10am and repeating at 2pm
Preschool children and their parents are invited to a free wildlife-focused story hour for preschoolers.

National Wildlife Refuge Week Celebration and The Big Sit—Saturday, October 11" from
7am to 7pm

The Friends of Deer Flat Wildlife Refuge will be celebrating National Wildlife Refuge Week
with a variety of free, family-friendly activities. View details on the Refuge website.

Creepy Critter Encounters —Saturday, October 25" —3:00 to 6:00pm
Kids come in costume to learn about creepy critters on a spooky hike, make crafts, and listen
to scary stories. Also see volunteer opportunity below.

Volunteer Recognition Potluck—Saturday Nov 1*, noon-2 PM

If you volunteered between October 2013 and September 2014, then you are invited to our
end-of-year volunteer recognition luncheon. Save the date to grab some grub and be
appreciated for your volunteer service.

Creepy Critters visitors
(Photo ©Robert Allen)

Scout Day—Saturday, November 8"
Cub Scouts and young Girl Scouts can sign up to participate in this event to earn a wildlife-related badge. Must register.

Don’t-Miss Volunteer Opportunities!
Creepy Critter Encounters (30+ volunteers for event)
Date and Time: Saturday, October 25" from 1:30-6:30 PM. Many more volunteers needed for this Halloween event for
kids (and kids at heart!). Kids come in costume to learn about creepy critters on a spooky hike, make crafts, and listen to
scary stories. Volunteers are needed to staff the welcome table, craft room, and wildlife-related stations along the
nature trail. Deadline to register: October 15™ {

Reading at the Refuge (1-2 volunteers per month)

Dates and Time: 1* & 3" Mondays (10:00am and 2:00pm)

Help connect youngsters to wildlife and nature—and help free up staff time to
lead other educational programs. We are seeking volunteers to select and
acquire story books, prepare wildlife-oriented crafts, and lead the storytelling
and craft making. Deadline to register: Ongoing.

Other Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities % :

CoIIecting owl peIIets Volunteer Shelley welcoming Creepy
.. . Critters visitors to the bat cave! (Photo

Participants in our EE program have used nearly all of our owl pellet stash, so we et Bl

need more! If you find owl pellets or know where we can find them, please bring

them to the Visitor Center or let us know where to collect them.

Visitor Center Host (8-10 volunteers per month)

Dates and Times: Weekdays and Saturdays throughout the year.

Volunteers help keep the Visitor Center open on Saturdays. If you enjoy interacting with people and sharing wildlife
stories with visitors, this might be the opportunity for you! Training is provided. Deadline to Register: Ongoing

To find out more about or sign up for any of these volunteer opportunities, contact Susan Kain
at deerflat@fws.gov or (208)-467-9278.

Thank you, and see you at the Refuge!




