Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge
Volunteer Newsletter ¢ March 2014

Don’t Miss These Volunteer Opportunities!

Volunteers are especially needed for the following projects: Discover Wildlife Journeys Field Trip Guides (lead field trips
for 4™-6" graders), Visitor Center Hosts (staff the Visitor Center on Saturdays), and Weed Warrior Volunteers (spray or
manually remove noxious weeds). See next page for more information.

What’s New?

With spring weather peeking through the clouds, this is a great time to plan
a Refuge visit; hike a trail, bring a fishing pole, or bring a camera.

Two pairs of bald eagles are beginning to nest at the Lake Lowell Unit: One
pair near the Narrows west of the Visitor Center and the other at the
southeast end of the lake. To reduce disturbance, parts of the Observation
Hill Trail west of the Visitor Center will be closed until early July.

Cheers!

Cheers to Scout Day volunteers, especially Jim and Heather. Month after
month they give up part of their Saturday to help teach young Boy and Girl
Scouts about wildlife and conservation. The Scouts and the Refuge thank you!

Many thanks to Micki, Heidi, Caleb, and Leslie for helping staff the
Refuge booth at Cabin Fever Reliever at Karcher Mall.

Around the water cooler... Some good news/bad news to share.
The good news: Refuge Biologist Addison and his wife Kelly recently
welcomed a new member of the family: daughter Bee. The bad news:
The first week in March will be Addison’s last week as the Refuge
biologist so he can spend more time with family. Thanks, Addison, for
your years of service to the Refuge. You will be missed!

Looking for a summer job? Or know a teen (15-18) who is? Then ask
Susan (467-9278 or susan kain@fws.gov) about submitting a Youth
Conservation Corps (YCC) or YCC leader application.

Volunteers Caleb and Micki helping Cabin Fever
Reliever visitors (Photo copyright Heidi Zschach)

Friends of Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge
The Friends of Deer Flat is a non-profit organization that supports the Refuge in many ways. Thanks to them for
throwing the Refuge a family-friendly 105" anniversary party last weekend! Friends’ memberships start at $10 and are
tax deductible. For more information about Friends volunteering or membership, contact friendsofdf@yahoo.com.

Upcoming Events Unless otherwise stated, all activities take place at the Refuge Visitor Center
Wild About Life Lecture Series—Tuesday, Mar 11" 7 PM

Backyard Beekeeping. 30% of the food we eat depends on honeybees for pollination. Learn how honeybees function,
how they benefit agriculture, and how to get started with hobby beekeeping. Frank Grover, Idaho Honeybee.

Junior Duck Stamp Art Day—Mar 8, 10AM-4PM
K-12 students are invited to drop in to draw, have fun, and learn about Idaho waterfowl. All art supplies are provided for
them to create their own Junior Duck Stamp Art Contest entry. 2014 Junior Duck Stamp entries due by March 15",
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Don’t-Miss Volunteer Opportunities!

Discover Wildlife Journeys Field Trip Leaders (2-3 volunteers each
trip); Dates and Times: Tuesdays-Thursdays, April to May, 9am-3pm
Help influence the next generation of conservationists by connecting
them with nature! Volunteers lead 4th-6th graders through a learning
station during Discover Wildlife Journeys field trips near the Visitor
Center. No experience necessary—just enthusiasm, a love of kids, and a
willingness to learn. Deadline to register: mid-March. Training will be
held in early April.

Visitor Center Host (2 volunteers per Saturday) X ‘ il

Dates and Times: Saturdays throughout the year, 10am-4pm Ml g ;/ : J
Volunteers make it possible for the Refuge Visitor Center to be open Volunteer Steve teaching Discover Wildlife Journeys
every Saturday. If you enjoy interacting with people and sharing wildlife participants about bird adaptations (Photo copyright
stories with visitors, then this might be the opportunity for you! We also Sharon Lindsay)

sometimes have Visitor Center Hosts on weekdays. Training is provided. Deadline to register: March 17 to get on the
spring (April-June) schedule!

Weed Warrior Volunteers (several volunteers)
Dates and Time: To be arranged with crew and leader, but mostly weekdays

Help! Noxious weeds are one of our biggest challenges in maintaining healthy wildlife habitat, and we need your help to
battle them. We have a crew leader, but need a crew to join him to get outside and spray or manually remove noxious
weeds. Deadline to Register: Soon... we’d like to start the battle as soon as the weeds are on the battlefield!

Other Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities
Junior Duck Stamp Art Contest Helpers (3-5 volunteers)
Dates and Times: At your convenience or as noted.

Data entry: Help enter information about contest participants into a database. Help needed through March 19.

Returning artwork: Sort judged artwork and return artwork and certificates/prizes/ribbons to all participants. Help
needed from March 24"™-April 30™. Specific times will be set up for teams to work together.

Goose Nest Survey (many volunteers)
Dates and Times: April 1-4 and April 29-May 1, pending weather; 7:30am-4pm
Help survey goose nests on the Snake River Islands Unit. In April, we
look for and mark active nests. In May, we return (hopefully the same
volunteers) to check for nest success...and watch for goslings! Deadline
to register: March 27 (but register ASAP...limited spaces available).

Earth Day Work Day (many volunteers)

Dates and Time: Saturday, April 19" 9-noon

Join a crew (or bring your own!) to install a new trail or improve habitat
for wildlife by removing noxious weeds and litter. Crew leaders needed
Deadline to register: Crew leaders: March 23; Crew members: April 13.

BioBlitz and Kids’ Fishing Day (40-50 volunteers)
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Dates and Times: June 13" and 14 Generations volunteering together! Bob, Brant, and
We’re planning for the annual BioBlitz and Kids’ Fishing Day, so mark Bradon show off their “largest” bryony root during

your calendars! More information to follow. ity Diey e L Dy A0S (Fieiie USRI Else 1 el

To find out more about or sign up for any of these volunteer opportunities, contact Susan Kain or Kacey Kai at
deerflat@fws.gov or (208)-467-9278.

Thank you, and see you at the Refuge!




