Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge
Volunteer Newsletter ¢ April 2014

Don’t Miss These Volunteer Opportunities!

With staffing changes (see Around the Water Cooler), volunteers are
especially needed for the following projects: Weekday Visitor Center
Host (answer phones and greet visitors), Off-site Outreach Volunteer
(staff Refuge booth at off-site events), and Weed Warrior Volunteer
(spray or manually remove noxious weeds). See next page for more.

What’s New?

April showers bring May flowers (and, for Lake Lowell, summer crops!),
so let’s hope for more rain and mountain snow. On clearer days, we’d
love to see you out at the Refuge. To volunteer or just to visit!

. . . Sometimes it’s a stretch for osprey to reach that
The osprey have returned...along with other migrants. Bring your tasty fish bit! Photo copyright Roger Doughty.

binoculars to see who you can see.

Cheers!

Cheers to all of you! In honor of National Volunteer Week (April 6-12), Refuge staff (and wildlife!) would like to thank
you for working together to improve habitat, monitor wildlife, connect -

people with nature, and much more. THANKS for all you do!

Thanks to Heidi, Ollie, Bob, Hannah, Mia, Brennan, Chris, Josh, and
Shelley for helping with wood duck box cleaning and repairs. Extra
special thanks to Jim and Jimmie for taking the lead on those efforts!

Many thanks for the uptick in owl pellet deliveries. They are much
appreciated by staff and students. Keep them coming!

Around the water cooler... Some more good news/bad news on a
staffing front. The good news: Admin Support Assistant Barbara will be
starting her well-deserved retirement on April 1. The bad news: Barbara
and her high-quality work will be missed!

Volunteers Jim and Bob installing a new wood duck
nesting box. Photo copyright Heidi Zschach.

Wondering about the status of the Refuge Comprehensive Conservation Plan? The Final CCP/EIS is under review in the
Regional Office. This year’s boating season rules will be the same as last year’s. Lake Lowell opens to boats on April 15.

Friends of Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge

The Friends of Deer Flat is a non-profit organization that supports the Refuge in many ways. Friends’” memberships start
at $10 and are tax deductible. For more information about membership or getting involved, call Noreen at 249-8162.

Upcoming Events Unless otherwise stated, all activities take place at the Refuge Visitor Center
Wild About Life Lecture Series—Tuesday, Apr 8™ 7 PM

Impact of Noise on the Northern Saw-whet Owl. How does the global increase in human-caused noise affect wildlife?
Many owl species localize their prey through hearing. Tate Mason, a Raptor Biology graduate student at Boise State
University, will discuss his experiments on how noise affects hunting in northern saw-whet owls.

Unplug and Be Outside Week Activities—Apr 21, 23, and 25, 4PM
To celebrate Unplug and Be Outside Week, families are invited to three bird-related activities. Please pre-register.
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Don’t-Miss Volunteer Opportunities!

Weekday Visitor Center Host (10-12 volunteers)

Dates and Times: Weekdays; Shifts 8am-noon, noon-4pm...or whatever fits best in your schedule!

Help! With Barbara and Addison departing, we are hoping to recruit volunteers to help answer phones, greet and assist
visitors, and help with various office projects on weekdays. If you like people, then this might be the opportunity for
you! Training is provided. Volunteers can either consistently work the same shift each week or fill in when needed.
Deadline to register: Ongoing, but we need help ASAP!

Off-site Outreach Volunteer (4-5volunteers)

Reach out to the community to help others discover what the Refuge has to offer by staffing a booth at off-site events.
Currently recruiting for:

e YMCA Healthy Kids’ Day (April 26" from 9:30am-1:30pm)

e Nampa Farmers Market (3™ Saturday of each month from 8:30am-1:30pm, starting May 17"
Let us know if you can help at these events and/or if you want to be notified about future outreach events.

Weed Warrior (need as many volunteers as possible!)
Dates and Time: Saturday, April 5, 8am-noon and later dates to be arranged. Saturdays and weekdays possible.

Noxious weeds are one of our biggest challenges in maintaining healthy wildlife habitat. We need your help to battle
them. We have a crew leader, but need a crew to join him to spray or manually remove noxious weeds. It’s a great
excuse to get out and enjoy the spring! Deadline to Register: Ongoing throughout weeding season!

Other Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities

Junior Duck Stamp Art Contest Helpers (3-5 volunteers)
Dates and Times: At your convenience.

Sort judged artwork and return artwork and
certificates/prizes/ribbons to all participants. Help needed all this
month. Specific times can be set up for teams to work together.

Earth Day Work Day (many volunteers)

Dates and Time: Saturday, April 19", 9-noon

Join a crew (or bring your own!) to install a new trail or improve
habitat for wildlife by removing noxious weeds and litter. Deadline to

register: April 13. 2014 Idaho Junior Duck Stamp Best of Show.
Artwork by Nicholas Maybon, 16, Twin Falls

Day Camp Helpers (2-3 volunteers)
Dates: Biodiversity Basics Camp, 6/23-6/27 and Desert Detectives Camp, 7/14-7/18

Help Kacey run one of our summer day camps for kids! Volunteers are needed to help lead activities and chaperone
students throughout the day. Camps run 9-12:30 each day. Deadline to register: June 6"

Discover Wildlife Journeys Field Trip Leaders (2-3 volunteers each trip); Dates and Times: Tuesdays-Thursdays,
April to May, 9am-3pm

There’s still time to sign up to help influence the next generation of conservationists by connecting them with nature!
No experience necessary—just enthusiasm, a love of kids, and a willingness to learn.

Goose Nest Survey (2-3 volunteers/day)
Dates and Times: April 29-May 1, pending weather; 7:30am-4pm
A few spaces are still available to survey goose nests on the Snake River Islands Unit Deadline to register: ASAP

BioBlitz and Kids’ Fishing Day (40-50 volunteers)— June 13" and 14" MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

To find out more about or sign up for any of these volunteer opportunities, contact Susan Kain or Kacey Kai at
deerflat@fws.gov or (208)-467-9278.

Thank you, and see you at the Refuge!




