IDEAS TABLE

Surface Water Recreation Goal: Lake Lowell surface water users will participate in recreational activities that are appropriate and

compatible with the purpose of Deer Flat NWR, with an emphasis on wildlife-dependent activities.

Question 1: How can non-wildlife-dependent surface water uses of Lake Lowell be managed to benefit and/or increase the understanding of the natural and

cultural resources of the refuge?

Activities Current Status Ideas/Strategies

Motorized boating | Entire lake from April
15 through Sept. 30.
Must follow rules of
no-wake zones.

Non-motorized Entire lake from April
boating (e.g. 15 through Sept. 30.
canoe, kayak) Within 200 yards of
dams October 1 —
April 14
Water-Skiing, Entire lake from April
wakeboarding, 15 through Sept. 30,
and other similar except no-wake
activities zones.
Personal Water Entire lake from April

Craft (e.g. jet ski) 15 through Sept. 30.
Must follow rules of
no-wake zones.

Marked area east end of
upper dam; along the
Swimming shoreline, including
areas accessed via the
lowa curves parking lots,
at the Lower Dam
Recreation Area, and
occasionally in other
areas.

Kite Boarding Entire lake from April
15 through Sept. 30.
Must follow rules of
no-wake zones.

Windsurfing Entire lake from April
15 through Sept. 30.

Must follow rules of

no-wake zones.

Sailing Entire lake from April
15 through Sept. 30.
Regattas are allowed
by Special Use Permit.




IDEAS TABLE

Surface Water Recreation Goal: Lake Lowell surface water users will participate in recreational activities that are appropriate and

compatible with the purpose of Deer Flat NWR, with an emphasis on wildlife-dependent activities.

Question 2: How can all surface water uses of Lake Lowell be managed to assure that they do not interfere with or detract from providing a refuge and

breeding grounds for migratory birds and other wildlife?

Activities

Current Status

Ideas/Strategies

Waterfowl hunting

In the South Side
Recreation Area,
human or electrically-
powered boats up to
200 yards from the
shore. In the East
Side Recreation Area,
walk-in only.

Fishing

April 15 through Sept.
30 entire lake. Must
follow rules of no-
wake zones. October
1 — April 14 human
powered boats within
200 yards of dams.

Environmental
Education and
Interpretation

Visitor Center, two
viewing platforms
accessible to
mobility-impaired
visitors, and a viewing
blind; also see trails
map.

Wildlife Observation
and Photography

Throughout refuge.
Facilities at Visitor
Center, two viewing
platforms accessible
to mobility-impaired
visitors, and a viewing
blind. Also see trails
map.

Motorized boating

Entire lake from April
15 through Sept. 30.
Must follow rules of
no-wake zones.

Non-motorized boating
(e.g. canoe, kayak)

Entire lake from April
15 through Sept. 30.
Within 200 yards of
Upper and Lower
Dams October 1 -
April 14.

Water-Skiing,
wakeboarding, and
other similar activities

Entire lake from April
15 through Sept. 30,
except no-wake
zones.

Personal Water Craft
(e.g. jet ski)

Entire lake from April
15 through Sept. 30.
Must follow rules of
no-wake zones.




Activities Current Status Ideas/Strategies
Marked area east end
of upper dam; along

Swimming the shoreline, including

areas accessed via the
lowa curves parking
lots, at the Lower Dam
Recreation Area, and
occasionally in other
areas.

Kite Boarding

Entire lake from April
15 through Sept. 30.
Must follow rules of
no-wake zones.

Windsurfing Entire lake from April
15 through Sept. 30.
Must follow rules of
no-wake zones.

Sailing Entire lake from April

15 through Sept. 30.
Regattas are allowed
by Special Use
Permit.




IDEAS TABLE

Surface Water Recreation Goal: Lake Lowell surface water users will participate in recreational activities that are appropriate and

compatible with the purpose of Deer Flat NWR, with an emphasis on wildlife-dependent activities.

Question 3: How can non-wildlife-dependent surface-water uses be accommodated without impairing existing or future wildlife-dependent uses (i.e.

minimize conflicts between user groups)?

Activities Current Status Ideas/Strategies

Motorized boating | Entire lake from April
15 through Sept. 30.
Must follow rules of
no-wake zones.

Non-motorized Entire lake from April
boating (e.g. 15 through Sept. 30.
canoe, kayak) Within 200 yards of
dams October 1 —
April 14
Water-Skiing, Entire lake from April
wakeboarding, 15 through Sept. 30,
and other similar except no-wake
activities zones.
Personal Water Entire lake from April

Craft (e.g. jet ski) 15 through Sept. 30.
Must follow rules of
no-wake zones.

Marked area east end of
upper dam; along the
Swimming shoreline, including
areas accessed via the
lowa curves parking lots,
at the Lower Dam
Recreation Area, and
occasionally in other
areas.

Kite Boarding Entire lake from April
15 through Sept. 30.
Must follow rules of
no-wake zones.

Windsurfing Entire lake from April
15 through Sept. 30.

Must follow rules of

no-wake zones.

Sailing Entire lake from April
15 through Sept. 30.
Regattas are allowed
by Special Use Permit.




IDEAS TABLE

U pland Recreation Goal: Lake Lowell Unit upland users will participate in recreational activities that are appropriate and compatible with the

purpose of Deer Flat NWR, with an emphasis on wildlife-dependent activities.

Question 1: How can non-wildlife-dependent land uses of the Lake Lowell unit be managed to benefit and/or increase the understanding of the natural and

cultural resources of the refuge?

Activities Current Status Ideas/Strategies
Jogging — Not currently allowed.
competitive
Walking and Allowed on
jogging — non- maintained roads and
competitive trails in North and
East Side Recreation
Areas.

Horseback Riding Allowed on
maintained roads and
trails in North and
East Side Recreation
Areas.

Dog walking Allowed on
maintained roads and
trails in North and
East Side Recreation
Areas. Must be
leashed except when
actively hunting.

Bicycling Allowed on
maintained trails in
North and East Side
Recreation Areas.

Ice Skating and Ice | Currently happening.

Fishing

Cross Country Permitted in open

Skiing areas.

Picnicking A picnic shelter and
tables are available at
the Lower Dam
Recreation Area; tables
are also available at the
east end of the upper
dam and at the visitor
center.

Group Events (e.g. | A picnic shelter and

weddings, tables are available at

reunions, etc.) the Lower Dam
Recreation Area on a
first come, first served
basis.

Beach Use Sunbathers and

swimmers use areas in
the Lower Dam
Recreation Area and
the beach to the east
of the upper dam boat
ramp.




IDEAS TABLE

U pland Recreation Goal: Lake Lowell Unit upland users will participate in recreational activities that are appropriate and compatible with the

purpose of Deer Flat NWR, with an emphasis on wildlife-dependent activities.

Question 2: How can all land uses of Lake Lowell unit be managed to assure that they do not interfere with or detract from providing a refuge and breeding

grounds for migratory birds and other wildlife?

Activities

Current Status

Idea/Strategy

Fishing

Bank fishing all year
from shore except
only from Fishing
areas A and B during
waterfowl season.

Environmental
Education and
Interpretation

All year. Primarily
near Visitor Center
and at Environmental
Education Building at
Lower Dam
Recreation Area; also
see trails map.

Wildlife Throughout refuge.

Observation and Facilities at Visitor

Photography Center, two ADA-
compliant viewing
platforms, and
viewing blind. Also
see trails map.

Jogging — Not currently allowed.

competitive

Walking and Allowed on

jogging — non- maintained roads and

competitive trails in North and

East Side Recreation
Areas.

Horseback Riding

Allowed on
maintained roads and
trails in North and
East Side Recreation
Areas.

Dog walking

Allowed on
maintained roads and
trails in North and
East Side Recreation
Areas. Must be
leashed except when
actively hunting.

Bicycling

Allowed on
maintained trails in
North and East Side
Recreation Areas.

Ice Skating

Not expressly
prohibited or
permitted.




Activities

Current Status

Idea/Strategy

Cross Country
Skiing

Permitted in open
areas.

Picnicking

A picnic shelter and
tables are available at
the Lower Dam
Recreation Area; tables
are also available at the
east end of the upper
dam and at the visitor
center.

Group Events (e.g.

weddings,
reunions, etc.)

A picnic shelter and
tables are available at
the Lower Dam
Recreation Area on a
first come, first served
basis.

Beach Use

Sunbathers and
swimmers use areas in
the Lower Dam
Recreation Area and
the beach to the east
of the upper dam boat
ramp.




IDEAS TABLE

U pland Recreation Goal: Lake Lowell Unit upland users will participate in recreational activities that are appropriate and compatible with the

purpose of Deer Flat NWR, with an emphasis on wildlife-dependent activities.

Question 3: How can non-wildlife-dependent land uses of the Lake Lowell unit be accommodated without impairing existing or future wildlife-dependent

recreational uses (i.e. minimize conflicts between user groups)?

Activities Current Status Ideas/Strategies
Jogging — Not currently allowed.
competitive
Walking and Allowed on
jogging — non- maintained roads and
competitive trails in North and
East Side Recreation
Areas.
Horseback Riding Allowed on

maintained roads and
trails in North and
East Side Recreation
Areas.

Dog walking Allowed on
maintained roads and
trails in North and
East Side Recreation
Areas. Must be
leashed except when
actively hunting.

Bicycling Allowed on
maintained trails in
North and East Side
Recreation Areas.

Not expressly

Ice Skating prohibited or
permitted.

Cross Country Permitted in open

Skiing areas.

Picnicking A picnic shelter and

tables are available at
the Lower Dam
Recreation Area; tables
are also available at the
east end of the upper
dam and at the visitor

center.
Group Events (e.g. | A picnic shelter and
weddings, tables are available at
reunions, etc.) the Lower Dam

Recreation Area on a
first come, first served
basis.

Beach Use Sunbathers and
swimmers use areas in
the Lower Dam
Recreation Area and
the beach to the east
of the upper dam boat
ramp.




IDEAS TABLE

Hunti ng Goal: visitors of all abilities will participate in a variety of quality, safe hunting experiences that will foster support for the Refuge and the

National Wildlife Refuge System and encourage ethical, sportsmanlike behavior.

Question 1: Should we have a deer hunt on the Refuge? If so why, and how would you provide a safe hunt that does not interfere with providing a refuge

and breeding grounds for migratory birds and other wildlife.



IDEAS TABLE

Hunti ng Goal: visitors of all abilities will participate in a variety of quality, safe hunting experiences that will foster support for the Refuge and the

National Wildlife Refuge System and encourage ethical, sportsmanlike behavior.

Question 2: How could a deer hunt be implemented without impairing other wildlife-dependent recreational uses (i.e. minimize conflicts between user

groups)? Also consider potential conflicts between a proposed deer hunt and existing non-wildlife-dependent uses.

Activities Current Status Ideas/Strategies

Throughout refuge.
Wildlife Observation and Facilities at Visitor
Photography Center, two ADA-
compliant viewing
platforms, and
viewing blind. Also
see trails map.

All year. Primarily
Environmental Education and | near Visitor Center
Interpretation and at Environmental
Education Building at
Lower Dam
Recreation Area;
also see trails map.

Bank fishing all year
Fishing from shore except
only from Fishing
areas A and B during
waterfowl season.

Non-wildlife-dependent
recreational activities




IDEAS TABLE

Hunti ng Goal: visitors of all abilities will participate in a variety of quality, safe hunting experiences that will foster support for the Refuge and the

National Wildlife Refuge System and encourage ethical, sportsmanlike behavior.

Question 3: How would you improve the quality of the current upland game and waterfow! hunts?

Hunti ng Goal: visitors of all abilities will participate in a variety of quality, safe hunting experiences that will foster support for the Refuge and the

National Wildlife Refuge System and encourage ethical, sportsmanlike behavior.

Question 4: How would you encourage ethical, sportsmanlike behavior?



