Deer Flat NWR - Preliminary Draft Alternatives Comparison Table

Issue Alternative 1 Alternative 2 Alternative 3 Alternative 4
(Current Management) (Preferred Alternative)
How will the Refuge Protect its Valuable Resources on the Lake Lowell Unit?
Recreational boating | Maintain no-wake zone at the Open the entire lake to no-wake Open a wake zone on the west Open a wake zone in the west

east end of the lake.

activities, with the exception of a

closed area on the southeast end.

pool from noon—-sunset, except for
a 200-yard no-wake zone on the
south side of the west pool. Open

the east pool to no-wake activities.

All activities subject to mudflat
and emergent bed protections
listed below.

pool, except a 400-yd no-wake
zone on the south side of the west
pool. Open the east pool to no-
wake activities. All activities
subject to mudflat and emergent
bed protections listed below.

Boating season

Lake is open 4/15-9/30.

Lake is open 4/15-9/30.

Lake is open 4/15-9/20.

Lake is open to no-wake boating
3/15-9/20. The west pool is open
to wake boating 5/15-9/20.

Protection of
emergent beds

All emergent beds open to
public use.

Murphy’s Neck, all emergent
beds, and 500 yards around all
active and historic grebe nesting
colonies closed to public use
during boating season.

Murphy’s Neck, emergent beds
from Parking Lots 3-8 and 500
yards around all active and
historic grebe nesting colonies
closed to public use during
boating season.

Murphy’s Neck, emergent beds
from Parking Lots 3-8 and from
Parking Lot 1 east to the New
York Canal, and 500 yards around
all active and historic grebe
nesting colonies closed to public
use during boating season.

Protection of
mudflats

All mudflats open to public use.

100-yd buffer from west pool
mudflats closed to public use all
year.

100-yd buffer from west pool
mudflats open to public use from
4/15-7/14.

100-yd buffer from west pool
mudflats open to public use from
3/15-7/14.

Enhancement of

No shoreline tree removal.

Remove 5-10 acres of shoreline

Remove 15-25 acres of shoreline vegetation adjacent to west pool

mudflats vegetation adjacent to west pool | mudflats.
mudflats.
Noise No decibel limit. Establish decibel reductions. (To be determined)
Swimming Swimming would occur at East | Swimming not allowed. Swimming allowed only in a designated area at the Lower Dam

Upper Dam swim beach and
elsewhere.

Recreation Area.

Upland access

Access on maintained roads and
trails only (except for hunting).

Only wildlife-dependent activities allowed. Access only on maintained roads and trails (except for hunting).

Upland activities Walking, jogging, bicycling, and | Only walking/ jogging and limited bicycling allowed (mobility devices may be used for disabled access, with
horseback riding occur. permission).
How will the Refuge Protect its Valuable Resources on the Snake River Islands Unit?
Nesting protection Islands open to public use 6/1 — | Most refuge islands will be open to public use outside of goose nesting season, from 6/15 — 1/31.

1/31.

Some Refuge islands (currently 4 -6 islands) will annually open to public on 7/1 to reduce disturbance to

nesting herons, gulls, and terns.
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Issue

Alternative 1
(Current Management)

Alternative 2

Alternative 3
(Preferred Alternative)

Alternative 4

How will the Refuge provide safe, accessible, high quality ¢

ompatible wildlife-dependent recreation opportunities in the future?

Wildlife observation

Maintain existing observation

Maintain existing and add additional trails and observation facilities (see pink icons on map).

and photography and trail facilities.
Environmental Maintain current EE program. | Tailor EE to meet local teachers’ | Increase interpretive opportunities and programs. Reduce the size of
education (EE) and needs and Refuge EE themes. current EE program by emphasizing on-site programs.
interpretation Maintain existing trails and Re-design Lower Dam Recreation Area (LDRA) to include new facilities and trails.
facilities at LDRA.
Upland game hunting | Provide upland game hunting at | Provide upland game hunting at Provide upland game hunting at Provide upland game hunting at
Locations Snake River Islands Unit. Snake River Islands Unit. No Snake River Islands Unit. Upland | Snake River Islands Unit. Upland
Upland game bird hunting at upland hunting opportunities at game bird hunting at Lake Lowell | game bird hunting allowed at
Lake Lowell Unit between Lake Lowell Unit. Unit during entire upland season | Lake Lowell Unit after 9/20 from
Parking Lots 1 and 8, and from from west boundary of Leavitt west boundary of Leavitt Tract to
the east boundary of the Leavitt Tract to entrance at Greenhurst entrance at Greenhurst Road. No
Tract to the entrance at Road. No upland hunting allowed | upland hunting allowed in
Greenhurst Road. in emergent beds. emergent beds.
Safety buffer No hunting distance regulation. No hunting within 100 yards of occupied structures.
Waterfowl hunting Occurs at Snake River Islands Provide at Snake River Islands Provide at Snake River Islands Provide at Snake River Islands
Locations and Lake Lowell Units between | Unit. At Lake Lowell Unit Unit. At Lake Lowell Unit Unit. At Lake Lowell Unit allowed
Parking Lots 1 and 8, and from | allowed between Parking Lots 1 allowed between Parking Lots 3 between Parking Lots 3 and 8 and
the Leavitt Tract’s east and 8. and 8. from west boundary of Leavitt
boundary to entrance at Tract to entrance at Greenhurst
Greenhurst Road. Road.
Safety buffer No hunting distance regulations. No hunting within 100 yards of occupied structures.
Shell limit No shotgun shell limit. 25-shell/day limit.
Type of hunt General season hunt General season hunt Establish a controlled hunt opportunity (e.g., sign-in/out at parking
areas or application/lottery system).
Youth hunt Youth hunt in all designated Youth hunt east of Parking Lot 1. | Youth hunt in all designated waterfowl hunting zones.
waterfowl hunting zones.
Deer Huptlng Only allowed on Snake River Islands Unit.
Locations
Safety buffer No hunting distance regulations. No hunting within 100 yards of occupied structures.
Fishing From shoreline in all open Provide additional shoreline fishing access from designated trails and docks (see map). Access in all open

Refuge areas. During waterfowl
hunting season, restricted to
Fishing Areas A and B.

areas of lake. During waterfowl hunting season, fishing is restricted to Fishing Areas A and B and to new
fishing facilities outside of the hunt areas. Require lead-free fishing tackle and no non-native live aquatic
bait. Barbless hooks required when bass fishery is catch and release.

Fees and Permits

No fees or permits required.

Establish boat launch fee at
launches with docks.

Establish boat launch fee (at launches with docks) and entrance fee.
Optional EE program for visitors that reduces the cost of Refuge fees.

Bass Tournaments

Every other weekend from
LDRA, 4/15-5/14 & 7/10-9/30.

Every other weekend from the Upper Dam West, 7/1 through end of boating season, in order to comply
with existing IDFG catch-and-release requirement 6/1 — 6/30.

Gotts Point Access

Walk-in only

Walk-in only with accessible trail
from parking to shoreline trails.

Vehicle access allowed (contingent on signed agreement with County

Sheriff to reduce illegal activities).
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