Preliminary Draft Refuge Vision Statement

The vision statement is a descriptive picture of how the Refuge will look and be in the
future. Vision statements are future-oriented, concise, clear, and compelling. We welcome
your input on this draft vision statement. The final vision statement will help guide
implementation of the Refuge CCP.

Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge is appreciated, protected, and treasured as a place
where wildlife comes first. The public actively supports and advocates for the Refuge
purpose and programs. Residents of the Treasure Valley realize that a shimmering oasis
of wildlife habitat exists in their backyard, both at Lake Lowell and the Snake River
Islands. The clean, clear waters and lush riparian landscapes of Lake Lowell and the
Snake River Islands provide nesting, resting, and feeding habitat for spectacular
concentrations of migratory birds and other wildlife. Areas of protected shoreline
vegetation and open waters provide opportunities for grebes to successfully nest and raise
their young. The shrub steppe habitat provides an exemplary model of what historically
existed in the Treasure Valley and is utilized as a living classroom by children and
adults. The islands of the Snake River provide habitats where songbirds, nesting geese,
and colonial waterbirds thrive. The Refuge is a place for people to enjoy and connect with
nature and realize the value of wildlife and habitats. Public use opportunities maintain
the integrity of the wildlife resources, instill in visitors the importance of wild places, and
provide memorable outdoor experiences for present and future generations of Americans.



