
Brighten Your Garden for the 
Birds and Bees 

Ann DeBolt, Idaho Botanical Garden  

http://www.science.smith.edu/stopoverbirds/birdpixs/pages/American Redstart.html


× Increases diversity, observation ability  
 
× When done properly, might make life easier for birds  

 
× Great way to introduce young people to nature  

 
× The whole family can share (and neighbors too)  

 
× Wildlife -friendly yard has never been more important ð  
nearly 80% of wildlife habitat in the U.S. is privately owned  

 
× 2.1 million acres/year converted to residential use  

 
× Contribute to òcitizen scienceó ð Great Backyard Bird Count, 
Project Feeder Watch, Great Pollinator Project, etc. 

WHY? 



       By G. Jeffrey MacDonald, Special for USA TODAY  (April 2010) 
 
 

SOMERVILLE, Mass. τ Wedged between train tracks and a busy 
thoroughfare, Jerry Lauretano's hair salon relies on berry-producing 
trees to attract a range of lovely birds τ as well as some not-so-lovely 
ones. 
 
Last winter, customers saw cardinals, robins and goldfinches. On an 
April morning, however, pigeons and squirrels had the yard to 
themselves.   
 
"Not every square foot needs to be business, business, business," says 
Lauretano, whose parcel ranks among 128,000 backyards that have 
been certified as wildlife habitats by the National Wildlife 
Federation. "People love to come here. And that fulfills your heart." 

Your backyard could be a wildlife habitat 



BACKYARD HABITAT  

ESSENTIALS  



Ç Food 
 
Ç Cover/Shelter  

 
Ç Water  

 
Ç Nest Sites  



Purple Sage  Salvia dorrii 




