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Hyperinflation and the German mark

In 1914, the German mark traded at 4 or 5 to the dollar.

By November 1923, the exchange rate was
1,000,000,000,000 marks to the dollar.

Many Germans simply burned their
paper money because it was cheaper
source of fuel than firewood!



STAGES OF CONSTRUCTION IN THE BUILDING OF BOULDER DAM
ALL VIEWS TAKEN FROM THE SAME POINT, LOOKING UPSTREAM.
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USA Today Maich26 201

Use of atom bomb in
WWII also saved lives

A USA TODAY reader wrote, “How does this
unintended nuclear disaster at the Japanese nu-
clear power plants compare with the disaster
caused by the two nuclear bombs intentionally
dropped on Japan by the United States in Au-
gust of 1945?” (“A teachable moment,” Letters,
Tuesday)

Most military experts agree that the United
States would have suffered 500,000 to 1 million
casualties if it had become necessary to invade
Japan as a means to end World War II. Many
veterans of the fighting in Europe were sched-
uled to take part in that invasion, and held little
hope that they would survive.

One in particular, a staff sergeant from the
95th Infantry Division, was spared that horror
and returned home, where he married his high
school sweetheart and fathered five children. I
am one of them.

My heart goes out to the people of Japan, as
I'm sure my father’s would, were he alive today;
But let’s be careful about what kind of compari-
sons we draw during this terrible tragedy:

' Robert Rose
Lincoln, R.I.
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