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Native Fish Status Report
Public Draft

• Key to implementing Oregon’s 
Native Fish Conservation Policy

• Prioritize conservation plans & 
address “at risk” Species 
Management Units.

• Utilizes interim criteria defined in 
the Native Fish Conservation 
Policy.

• Conservation risk, not extinction 
risk, of naturally produced native 
fish.

• Criteria meant to ensure 
conservation until conservation 
plan developed (5 – 10 years).



www.dfw.state.or.us/fish/ONFSR/



Native Fish Status Report
Public Draft

• Assessed 69 Species Management 
Units (SMUs).

• First use of interim criteria to 
assess status.

• Coastal cutthroat trout in Oregon 
comprised four SMUs.

• Populations for coastal cutthroat 
trout SMUs defined at fourth field 
hydrologic unit level.

• All life-history strategies considered 
part of a single population.



Interim Criteria
(In 3 of the last 5 years)

1. Existing Populations
2. Habitat Use Distribution
3. Abundance
4. Productivity
5. Reproductive Independence
6. Hybridization

Limited data led us to interpret 
the intent of some of the 
criteria.



Interim Criteria (cont.)

1. Existing Populations –
Coastal cutthroat trout found 
at 50% of sites sampled or 
more.

2. Habitat Use Distribution –
Same as first criterion.

3. Abundance – Coastal 
cutthroat trout have not been 
below a critical level.



Interim Criteria (cont.)

4. Productivity – Coastal 
cutthroat trout abundance 
rebounds after low 
abundance level, or maintain 
moderate to high abundances 
for extended periods of time, 
and all life-history strategies 
are present. 

5. Reproductive 
Independence - At least 90% 
of the spawners within a 
population must be naturally 
produced and not hatchery 
produced fish.



Interim Criteria (cont.)

6. Hybridization - The 
occurrence of individuals that 
are the product of deleterious 
hybridization with species 
that are non-native to the 
basin in which they are found 
must be rare or nonexistent. 



Oregon’s Coastal 
Cutthroat Trout Status 

Assessment







Lessons Learned

• Datasets not consistent, but 
numerous in some areas.

• Population delineations difficult 
to make.

• Identified issues to be 
addressed in conservation 
plans.

• Helped outline research and 
monitoring needs.

• MOU with USFWS.



Coastal Cutthroat Trout 
Management in Oregon



CCT Management in 
Oregon

• Trout considered in habitat 
altering activities.

• Variety of fishery opportunities.
• Most mainstem rivers open.
• Many tributaries closed for 

steelhead protection.
• Some areas open to 

consumptive fishery.











Questions?


