
 

Swift Fox Relocation Melissa Whittings-

low worked with the US Air Force 

Academy Airfield to remove a family 

of swift foxes from the Bullseye Air-

field near Ellicott, CO. The swift foxes 

were posing a threat to airfield opera-

tions and needed to be removed for 

safety reasons. Since there were two 

kits along with an adult female and 

male, the foxes needed to be released 

together to ensure the kits would 

survive.  Melissa Whittingslow 

worked with the Colorado Wolf and 

Wildlife Center near Divide, CO to 

trap the foxes, then hold them at the 

wolf center until the entire family was 

reunited. The Colorado Wolf and 

Wildlife Center is holding the family 

of swift foxes for a week to ensure 

they are healthy before releasing 

them.  

Prairie Dog Removal Brian coordinated 

with USAFA Public Health, the Cadet 
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Training Wing, and Pest Management 

to identify prairie dog sites in the 

Jacks Valley Training Area.  Three 

colony locations, covering less than 

0.5 acres and having fewer than 40 

burrows, were mapped.  Military 

trainers are concerned cadets could 

be exposed to fleas carrying plague, 

so protective fencing was erected 

around the sites and the burrows 

were dusted for fleas by the Pest 

Management contractor.  Normally 

Natural Resources would try to trap 

and relocate any “nuisance” wildlife, 

but there are no remaining suitable 

prairie dog release sites on base.  

When basic cadet training is complet-

ed in mid-August, Natural Resources 

will begin lethal removal of the prairie 

dogs to prevent future wildlife con-

flicts in the training area.  Natural 

Resources is also working with the 

Jacks Valley Superintendent to mini-

mize their extensive mowing which 

creates grassland habitat that attracts 

prairie dogs.  

 

Small Mammal Surveys Laura Menden-

hall and Nicole Brown continued 

small mammal survey efforts along 

sections of restored riparian buffers 

on McConnell AFB. The team caught 

19 unique individuals over a five day 

period with one section boasting the 

majority of captures. Hispid cotton 

rats (Sigmodon hispidus) were the most 

frequently observed species, followed 

by prairie voles (Microtus ochrogaster). 

Mendenhall and Brown also recorded 

detailed measurements related to 

vegetative cover and width of buffers 

at trap sites noting that vegetation can 

be the determining factor of both 

species composition and abundance.  

Region 6 Priority: Recover 

the Black-Footed Ferret 

Pre-Conditioning Pen Preparation 

Tyler Tretten of the USFWS 

National Black-footed Ferret 

Conservation Center demon-

strated prairie dog live trapping 

in the pre-conditioning pens at 

F. E. Warren AFB. The prairie 

dogs were introduced into the 

pens in early summer to exca-

vate burrows that will soon be 

used by the ferrets.  Taylor 

Hackemack has been caring for 

the prairie dogs since they 

arrived at F. E. Warren AFB and 

has been utilizing trail cameras 

to document their activity and 

well-being.  She  began trapping 

the prairie dogs during the 

month of July from the four 

main pens and re-locating them 

to the two secondary pens. F. 

E. Warren AFB is expecting to 

receive four black-footed fer-

rets in mid-August for pre-

conditioning purposes.  Once 

the ferrets arrive at F. E. War-

ren AFB, they will have the 

opportunity to prey on live 

prairie dogs in their pre-

conditioning pens on a regular 

basis as part of their training 

prior to release into the wild.  

SCA Intern Nicole Brown holds 

a Hispid cotton rat. 

Swift fox in a live trap. 
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Check out the new 

McConnell AFB iSports-

man website here: 

https://

mcconnell.isportsman.net/

NaturalResources.aspx 

Records of Environmental Consideration 

Clark Jones reviewed an Army Rec-

ord of Environmental Consideration 

for the construction of a water bal-

ance cover over an existing Solid 

Waste Management Unit at Pueblo 

Chemical Depot. This project entails 

covering part of a previously existing 

landfill with a cover and soil as a site 

remediation measure. Erosion and 

sediment control will be installed 

prior to construction and permanent 

storm water control features will be 

installed following construction. This 

site remediation is part of Pueblo 

Chemical Depot’s environmental 

remediation efforts prior to the trans-
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cation analysis will commence 

following the arrival of the 

Wyoming Game and Fish De-

partment assistant aquatic 

invasive species coordinator on 

base.  

 

Collaboration with City of Colora-

do Springs Brian met with Colo-

rado Springs Utilities engineers 

to review a temporary channel 

stabilization project construct-

ed on Monument Branch.  CSU 

installed a sheetpile/rip-rap 

grade control structure to 

protect gas and sewer lines 

exposed by significant channel 

migration and incision.  CSU 

utilized Air Force property to 

access the work site, so post-

construction erosion control 

and revegetation was required 

in accordance with the Acade-

my’s site restoration standards. 

 

Native American Consultations  

Max Canestorp provided natu-

ral resources input and assis-

tance during field consultations 

with Pawnee tribal representa-

tives on the Air Force Acade-

my. 

Collaboration with Colorado Parks 

and Wildlife Employees from 

Colorado Parks and Wildlife 

(CPW) traveled to F. E. War-

ren AFB to troubleshoot oper-

ation issues for the electrofish-

ing boat. After fixing the boat, 

they shocked and collected 

several fish including  bluegill 

sunfish and yellow perch.  

CPW also offered tips on iden-

tification of invasive aquatic 

Eurasian watermilfoil.  At this 

time, consensus is pointing 

towards a positive identification 

for the plant on F.E. Warren 

AFB; however, further identifi-

Region 6 Priority: Collaboration with State Agencies, 

Tribes,  & Private Landowners 

 

Partnerships & Accountability 

Fish Stocking Alex has continued to 

coordinate with Gary Dutremble 

(DoD) regarding the purchase of 

additional fish for stocking into the 

F.E. Warren AFB lakes in 2017.  High 

numbers of fishermen this year have 

depleted the available catchable fish in 

the base lakes, and supplementing the 

fish numbers with additional stocked 

catchable trout (1-2 pounds) should 

be accomplished in September once 

the lake water has cooled down to 

the appropriate temperature for trout 

stocking.  

Isportsman Website Nicole Brown 

revamped the McConnell AFB 

iSportsman website adding sections 

detailing natural resources projects, 

including maps of the new pollinator 

gardens, a plant guide, and a species 

guide. The natural resources team at 

McConnell AFB can now use this 

website to communicate project 

details in an efficient way.  

 

Natural Resources Outreach Event An 

outreach event was organized and 

conducted by the University of Mis-

souri and Wyoming Natural Diversity 

Database staff in July 2017, at F. E. 

Warren AFB.  University of Wyoming 

professor, Dan Tekiela, gave a presen-

tation on the sheep grazing/Dalmatian 

toadflax control project, while expert 

botanist Bonnie Heidel, presented to 

the group all aspects of the federally 

threatened Colorado butterfly plant 

life history and conservation at F. E. 

Warren AFB.  During Bonnie's talk a 

few Colorado butterfly plants were 

observed with numerous holes in 

their leaves indicative of flea beetle 

larvae predation.  

 

Project Planning Chris Kennedy com-

pleted a Planning Aid Letter for U. S. 

Army Corps of Engineers ecosystem 

restoration project on the South 

Platte River. The intent of the project 

is to restore the aquatic, riparian and 

wetland habitat along two miles of 

river through Denver. The letter 

provides Fish and Wildlife Service 

guidance on implementing the project.  

fer of land parcels out of federal own-

ership.  

 

Munitions Account for BASH Activities A 

munitions account is held by USFWS 

on Buckley AFB and is required to 

handle the munitions used to scare 

birds away from areas near the run-

way. Dustin Casady updated and 

rewrote the Operating Instructions 

for the munitions account. A package 

was put together to gain signatures 

from leadership to accept the rewrite 

of the Operating Instructions. Once it 

is finalized, it will be published locally 

at BAFB. 

UW Professor Dan 

Tekiela presenting in-

formation on the sheep/

Dalmatian toadflax con-

trol experiment at F. E. 

Warren AFB.  

https://mcconnell.isportsman.net/NaturalResources.aspx
https://mcconnell.isportsman.net/NaturalResources.aspx
https://mcconnell.isportsman.net/NaturalResources.aspx


Austin 

Reed, 

CSU-

Pueblo 

holds a 

Cassin’s 

Sparrow 

captured 

at Pueblo 

Chemical 

Depot. 
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Riparian Habitat Restoration Brian 

Mihlbachler continues to work with 

Matrix Design Group and Colorado 

State University – Center for Environ-

mental Management of Military Lands 

(CEMML) to design grade control and 

habitat restoration for upper 

and lower Black Forest 

Creek.  Sedimentation from 

above, and channel head-

cutting from below, is 

threatening to damage a 

Preble’s habitat restoration 

project completed in 2008. 

 

Defensible Space The Defen-

sible Space project in Senior 

Officers Quarters on USAFA 

is still progressing. Two 

more houses were officially 

completed this month. This 

project is reducing fuels 

susceptible to wildland fires 

and is also educating and 

engaging USAFA personal on 

the importance of preparing 

for wildfire incidents.  

 

Habitat Management for BASH Dustin 

Casady and Taylor Cassidy finished 

cultivating prairie dog burrows in an 

area where prairie dogs increase the 

risk of a bird aircraft strike on Buckley 

Air Force Base (BAFB). The prairie 

dog colony attracts large raptors to 

an area in close proximity to the end 

of the runway. The property is also in 

the process of being turned over to 

the City of Aurora for use as open 

space. Efforts to eliminate Bird Air-

craft Strike Hazards are being pushed 

to reduce bird activity before the 

property is handed over. The number 

of burrows has been substantially 

reduced and vegetation has begun to 

grow taller. The taller vegetation, lack 

of burrows, along with the previously 

installed wildlife barrier effectively 

keep prairie dogs from repopulating. 

Future plans are being made to reveg-

etate the area with a BAFB approved 

native seed mix to alleviate issues 

with invasive species establishing in 

the area. 

Wildland Fire Mitigation Project In 2014 

approximately 24 acres of scrub oak 

were cut on Cheyenne Mountain AFS 

to establish fire breaks with the re-

moval of shrubs and ladder fuels.  

Predictably, the scrub oak has been 

growing back.  A project to remove       

 

the oak once and for all has been 

initiated that would involve treatment 

with herbicides and, after the root 

systems are dead, mastication of the 

standing dead shrubs. 

 

Beaver Dam Management Alex Schu-

bert and Taylor Hackemack have 

continued to monitor and maintain 

the new beaver pond leveler that was 

recently installed in the largest beaver 

dam at F. E. Warren AFB.  

 
Hazard tree removal at 

USAFA. 

Habitat Conservation & Management 
Trail Monitoring Throughout July Melis-

sa Whittingslow collected data from 

trail counters located on the Falcon 

Trail, Eagle peak trail, and Stanly Can-

yon Trail on USAFA. This data allows 

Natural Resources to document how 

much the trails are being used and 

when they are receiving the most use. 

 

St. Vrain Vegetation Monitoring for Pre-

ble’s Meadow Jumping Mouse Clark 

Jones and several employees from the 

Boulder County Parks and Open 

Space conducted the third year of 

vegetation monitoring along the South 

St. Vrain River near Lyons, Colorado. 

The monitoring is designed to docu-

ment revegetation success following 

restoration activities to repair damage 

as a result of the devastating 2013 

floods along the St. Vrain 

River. Vegetation moni-

toring includes document-

ing changes in noxious 

weed cover, forb cover, 

grass cover, and willow 

survival. This project was 

initiated as part of a bio-

logical opinion requiring 

revegetation on the pro-

ject site due to the site’s 

proximity to existing 

Preble’s meadow jumping 

mouse populations. Re-

sults from this survey will 

determine if additional 

restoration activities and 

monitoring will be re-

quired next year. So far, 

restoration activities have 

been successful. 

 

Sediment in Black 

Forest Creek has 

created a braided 

channel which can 

circumvent struc-

tures constructed 

to stabilize the 

stream and pro-

tect habitat.     

 

RMNP Restoration Strategy 

Chris Kennedy continued 

work on a strategy to re-

store native cutthroat trout 

within Rocky Mountain 

National Park (RMNP). The 

strategy will compile data 

on a number of variables 

for each body of water 

within RMNP which cur-

rently contain fish. Each 

waterbody and drainage will 

then be ranked on their 

potential as candidates for 

restoration projects. 

Spawning Effort Chris Ken-

nedy spawned greenback 

cutthroat trout at the Lead-

ville National Fish Hatchery. 

Four pairs were spawned 

for a genetic matrixing 

project to help develop a 

broodstock for this threat-

ened species. Another 12 

pairs were spawned to 

produce fish to be released 

into recovery populations. 

 

Region 6 Priority: 

Cutthroat Trout Recovery 
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Dalmatian Toadflax Biocontrol Sheep 

arrived at F. E. Warren AFB in July.  

Two shipments totaling approxi-

mately 100 sheep were used by the 

University of Wyoming research 

staff to complete the second-year 

phase of a research project docu-

menting the effects of sheep grazing 

and herbicide use on controlling an 

invasive plant, Dalmatian toadflax, at 

F. E. Warren AFB.  The sheep were 

rotated through four experimental 

test paddocks to graze the Dalma-

tian toadflax to complete this phase 

of the experiment.  

INRMP Update Brian Mihlbachler and 

Joe Murphy are updating the 2008-

2013 Air Force Academy Integrated 

Natural Resources Management Plan 

(INRMP) to comply with Air Force 

and DoD guidance.  Significant 

changes will include new information 

on pollinators, conservation law 

enforcement, noxious weeds, special 

status species, forestry, and wildland 

fire.  Signature approval of the docu-

ment by USFWS, Colorado Parks 

and Wildlife, and the Academy will 

be completed by early fall 2017.  

 

Biodiversity Inventory A biodiversity 

inventory is being conducted 

by Colorado Natural Heritage 

Program on Peterson and 

Schriever AFBs and Cheyenne 

Mountain AFS. 

Region 6 Priority: Reverse the Declining Trend of 

Monarch Butterflies & Other Endemic Pollinators 

Bee Survey Laura Mendenhall and 

Nicole Brown commenced bee 

monitoring using bowl traps and 

“on the wing” observations. The 

team is using 6 sites across 

McConnell AFB to characterize 

pollinator species composition 

among different types of land-

scaped beds. Results will help 

inform the management of the 

pollinator gardens and guide the 

creation of an acceptable plant 

species list for use when making 

landscaping decisions. 

 

Unexpected tiger 

moth caterpillar feed-

ing on showy milk-

weed in the 

McConnell AFB Polli-

nator Gardens. 

Rare Caterpillar Observation Unex-

pected Tiger Moth (Cycnia inopina-

tus) caterpillars were documented 

in a grassland opening in a wood-

land area and in one of the newly-

established pollinator gardens on 

McConnell AFB. The moth is 

considered rare and thought to be 

dependent on high quality native 

grasslands and minimal habitat 

fragmentation.  

Burrowing Owl Productivity Estimates 

Jessica Gorski from Colorado State 

University conducted a pilot survey to 

evaluate a new protocol for estimat-

ing Burrowing Owl productivity on 

Pueblo Chemical Depot in July. This 

goal of this project is to test a new 

standardized survey to estimate 

productivity of Burrowing Owl terri-

tories while accounting for incom-

plete detection.  With data collected 

from this effort, Jessica plans to calcu-

late a productivity estimate as part of 

an experiential-learning project with 

Colorado State University’s Commu-

nities to Build Active STEM Engage-

ment (CBASE) program.  

Trail Signage Brian Mihlbachler, Melissa 

Whittingslow, and Cabel Patterson 

(SCA intern) installed new trail direc-

tional signage at Farish Recreation 

Area at the U.S. Air Force Academy.  

The signs were hand-engraved by a 

volunteer working for the Natural 

Resources office.  Better signage will 

hopefully encourage more backcoun-

try trail use to help keep the vegeta-

tion worn down and the trails more 

visible to hikers and mountain bikers. 

 

Urban Tree Pest Control The Child 

Development Center located on the 

at the U.S. Air Force Academy, noti-

fied Natural Resources (NR) of a 

white ash that is showing signs of 

insect infestation. Joe Murphy deter-

mined that the pests were Leafcurl 

Ash Aphids.  It was recommended not 

to treat this infestation with chemicals 

as the tree was located in the play-

ground. A mixture of soap and water 

was sprayed to remove the insects 

and reduce the amount of honeydew. 

The treatment proved a success and 

the aphids in the tree have decreased 

markedly. 

Laura Mendenhall 

showing kids how to 

handle a green sunfish. 

Bee bowl survey array in a pol-

linator garden. 

Sheep arrive on F.E. Warren AFB to 

continue a research project looking 

at the control of invasive Dalmatian 

toadflax. 


