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Chris Kennedy continued to investigate the fish kill
in the Big Thompson River at Rocky Mountain National
Park (RMNP), during the East Troublesome Wildfire.
Amberly Huttinger of the FWS Bozeman Fish Health
Center found gill tissues of submitted samples were
irritated and contained abundant mucus cells and de-
bris believed to be ash. Further literature searches
showed fish killed after the eruption of Mt St. Helens
also exhibited the same symptoms. Researchers
from that study determined that ash and mucus  Pocketsof debrisbelievedtobe ashfromagill tissue
blocked the osmoregulatory surface, preventing oxy-  of trout fromthe Big Thompson River in RMNP. Photo
gen exchange. by Amerly Huttinger

Brian Mihlbachler discussed §
initial steps to form a Preble’s

Melissa Whittingslow orga-
nized the US Air Force Academy

Meadow Jumping Mouse
(PMJM) Site Conservation
Team with the Colorado Eco-
logical Services office. The

USAFA’'s habitat and mouse &

population will play a central
and significant role in the
team’s conservation planning

(USAFA) Christmas Bird Count.
Atotal of 17 individuals including
volunteers and other USAFA
staff enjoyed a day of birding,
documenting 55 species, the
highest numbers in the last 5
years. The count followed
COVID-19 protocols and kept

Top: Preble’'s Meadow Jumping Mouse.
Photo by Rob Schorr Colorado Natural
Heritage Foundation.

and priorities. He also pre-
pared the Preble’'s Conserva-
tion Agreement annual report
for 2020. Only 0.08 acres of
mouse habitat was disturbed
for USAFA repair and mainte-
nance activities, while 129
acres of habitat was restored
on Upper Black Forest Creek.

count parties to same families
or social circles.

Katy Fitzgerald met with Bird
Conservation of the Rockies
biologist to discuss a proposed
Scope of Work and budget to
implement bird surveys on Pe-
terson, Schriever, and Chey-
enne Mountain Air Force Sta-
tion. She is in the process of
developing project goals.

Right: Upper Black Forest Creek
restoration site in July 2020.

Cultural Resources Management

Rickey Jones submitted Pueblo Chemical Depot’s (PCD) annual report to the Colorado State Historic
Preservation Office (SHPO) as part of the programmatic agreement among the U.S. Army, Colorado SHPO
and Advisory Council on historic preservation and eventual disposal of facilities at PCD (1997). This ena-
bles the SHPO to review the implementation of the terms of agreement and determine whether amend-
ments are needed. Rickey also finalized the Memorandum of Understanding between PCD and the Army
Garrison Fort Carson for the Curation of Archeological Collections at Fort Carson. This establishes the
roles, responsibilities, procedures for storing archeological collections from PCD at Fort Carson.
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Leadership in Science and Technology

Chris Kennedy worked with Dr. Kevin Rogers, Colorado Parks
and Wildlife, and Dr. Yoichiro Kanno, Colorado State University, to
develop a project investigating genetic diversity in greenback cut-
throat trout. The project would compare diversity in two sections
of Bear Creek, the only extant reproducing greenback population,
and the greenback broodstock at the Leadville National Fish
Hatchery (NFH). Additionally, it would compare two year classes
of greenback at Leadville to determine if supplementation of wild

Dustin Casady worked with Air Force Wildland
Fire Safety Center (AFWFSC) crew to remove
juniper tree rows from 50 acres on Buckley
Garrison. Removing the trees decreases raptor
prey and reduces Bird Aircraft Strike Hazards
while also improving the prairie ecosystem
that is native to the area. The eight person crew
and two chippers from AFWFSC was invaluable
for accomplishing the project.

Left: Dr. Charlie Barden and graduate student Jose Molina from Kansas
State University visited McConnell AFBto survey McConnell Creek and
assess the streamhealth. Photo by Mike Jungen. Right: Blake Stewart, WFSM Assistant Fire Management Officer, lights a

Partnerships and Accountability

Pam Sponholtz, Dana Shellhorn, and Cole Brittain participated in the Annual Rio
Grande Sucker and Chub Conservation Team virtual meeting. They joined partners
from state wildlife agencies in Colorado, New Mexico, and Texas, Refuges, US Forest
Service, Bureau of Land Management, National Park Service, Tribal agencies, and oth-
er NGO partners to discuss conservation strategy, status updates, and current re-
search on the species. Dana and Cole presented updates from sampling and other
management activities at the Baca National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) for 2020.

Alex Schubert coordinated with Clark Jones regarding a list of endangered, threat-
ened, candidate, and petitioned species for multiple Air Forces Bases. Alex also re-
ceived and reviewed the final Air Force bat report and forwarded it to bat experts with
the USFWS Endangered Species office, Wyoming Game and Fish, and the University of
Wyoming.

Rio Grande Sucker captured during 2020 sampling efforts at the Baca NWR. Photo by Dana Shellhorn.

gametes from Bear Creek increased broodstock diversity. One year old greenback cutthroat trout at

Leadville NFH. Photo by Stephanie Raine.

Dana Shellhorn presented a talk for the Fish and Wildlife Conser-
vation Office (FWCOQ) Webinar Series on using remote detection antennas at the Baca NWR. The presentation
gave a background on the refuge and rare fish species present, as well data analysis from remote detection
antennas and how this informs conservation and management decisions. The goal of this webinar series is to
promote communication of applied skills and technologies for accomplishing the work of FWCOs.

Habitat Conservation & Management

e The Wildland Fire Support Module (WFSM) completed two days of prescribed burning of brush
piles at Farish Recreation Area. A total of 27 acres were burned within three separate timber
stands. This is the first prescribed burn the WFSM completed within its area of responsibility
since its inception in 2015. The piles were residual debris from an understory thinning imple-
mented to reduce the effects of the Western Spruce Budworm and wildfire fuel loading.

debris pile at Farish Recreation Area. Photo by Joe Murphy.





