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Region 6 Priority Projects 
Grassland Birds 

Clark Jones conducted annual 
bird surveys at Pueblo Chemical 
Depot as part of a long-term 
monitoring program for Integrat-
ed Monitoring in Bird Conserva-
tion regions (Pavlacky et al. 
2017). Clark also conducted bur-
rowing owl surveys and avian 
point counts across prairie dog 
colonies to assess how songbirds 
and burrowing owls respond to 
changes in prairie dog population 
in response to sylvatic plague. 

Cutthroat Trout 

Chris Kennedy spent four weeks 
on detail at the Leadville National 
Fish Hatchery working with Fed-
erally threatened greenback 
cutthroat trout. Work focused on 
spawning and developing a 
broodstock through genetic ma-
trixing. Over 252,000 greenback 
eggs were collected to stock into 
restoration projects and 70 
spawns were taken to develop 
the broodstock. 

Hunting & Fishing 

Brian Mihlbachler and Melissa 
Whittingslow randomly selected 
hunters for the 2019-20 cow elk 
season on USAFA.  Over 400 

hunters applied for the USAFA 
drawing. Colorado Parks and Wild-
life annually provides the base 
with 30 cow elk vouchers and 
gives USAFA discretion on how 
many animals are harvested. The 
base’s elk population objective is 
25-30 animals.

Melissa Whittingslow stocked four 
lakes on the US Air Force Academy 
and three lakes at Fairish with 

Rainbow Trout. Additional fish were 
stocked for a kids fishing camp in 
June. The kids all had a great time 
learning how to fish and caught a 
total of 139 fish!  

Black-footed Ferrets 
Alex began preparing the F. E. War-
ren AFB ferret pens by mowing 
down the excessively tall grass in 
the pens, setting up trail cams, and 
verifying that no prairie dogs were 
currently in the pens.  The next step 
will be to introduce prairie dogs to 
the pens to establish burrows that 
will be used by the ferrets. 

Pollinator Conservation 

Laura Mendenhall worked with an 
Eagle Scout candidate to install ad-
ditional mason bee houses near 3 
pollinator gardens. The mason bee 
houses were designed with remova-
ble parchment paper liners to curb 
mite invasion and with small holes 
to accommodate small native bees. 
It is extremely important to con-
struct mason bee houses using 
specified standards so that bees 
thrive. Many commercially availa-
ble bee houses do more harm than 
good. 

A Horned Lark on Pueblo Chemical Depot. 

Vials of greenback cutthroat trout milt 
collected from males in Bear Creek, the only 
remaining recruiting population, which 
were used to fertilize females at the Lead-
ville National Fish Hatchery. 

Boy Scouts installing bee houses on McConnell 
AFB. 

Anglers enjoy catching fish on F.E. Warren 
AFB. 
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Partnerships & Accountability 

 Bryan Wilfong represented USAFA Natural Re-
sources and the USFWS at a Wildland Fire Open 
House sponsored by the USAFA Fire Department 
where he interacted with the public and described 
USFWS wildland fire activities. Bryan also shared 
Fire-Wise landscaping and wildland fire fuel reduc-
tion information for homes and other structures.  

In June the Pikes Peak Whittlers (PPW) met Joe 
Murphy to purchase approximately 2 tons (cords) 
of Quaking Aspen, Populus tremuloides, from USA-
FA’s Farish Recreation Area. To ensure proper As-
pen regeneration, older stands are clear cut and 
fenced to protect from browsing as the new 
sprouts are being established. These stands will still 
need to be thinned to reduce competition and pro-
vide for a healthier stand. PPW will assist in thin-
ning a small portion of one stand and paying for the 
wood they take. 

 

The Pikes Peak Whittlers’ aspen project. 

Leadership in Science & Technology 

 Brian Mihlbachler assisted the USAFA Environmental Pro-
gram with developing a sampling and monitoring plan to 
comply with EPA’s requirements for a Municipal Separate 
Storm Sewer System (MS4) permit.  Some monitoring pa-
rameters (photo points, channel cross-sections, water 
quality measurements) will also be useful for tracking 
stormwater impacts to Preble’s meadow jumping mouse 
habitat. 

 As part of a regional coordinated white-nose syndrome 
detection effort, Alex Schubert collected guano from the 
floor of the F.E. Warren AFB bat condo and set a guano 
trap to collect newly deposited guano during the month 
of June.  Samples will be shipped to the eagerly awaiting 
research staff at the USGS National Wildlife Center in 
Madison, Wisconsin. 

Bat roosting area in the F.E. Warren AFB bat 
condo. 

 

Habitat Conservation & Management 

Brian conducted a final construction walk-through of the lower 
Kettle Creek channel stabilization and restoration project (see 
background photo). Due to the late completion of the project, the 
revegetation will be phased depending on summer rainfall and 
site hydrology. The planting of willow stakes and cottonwood 
poles is delayed until early fall.  




