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Habitat Habitat Core and Buffer Habitat Concept

Riparian habitat is generally categorized as:

Core habitat - State and federal lands known to support
the covered species

Buffer habitat — Private lands with potential to support
the covered species

Marginal habitat — Narrow, isolated, or edge areas that
are not likely to support the covered species

These concepts are generally used to describe habitat in the San Luis
Valley, and to focus implementation to support and improve the overall
quality and connectivity of riparian habitat.

State and Marginal
Federal Habitat
Lands

Figure 4. Core and Buffer Habitat Concept
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Rotating Matrix Concept

A key dynamic influencing the effects of the covered activities is their
“rotating matrix” of localized, small, individual impacts of each activity that
are scattered among hundreds of landowners and thousands of acres of
habitat each year. In subsequent years, vegetation in impacted areas
regenerates as other localized areas are impacted. This pattern of impacts
and regeneration has taken place for generations, has shaped the present
state of habitat in the Valley, and will continue into the future.

Figure 10. Rotating Matrix Concept
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