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Bennett, Jesse <jesse_bennett@fws.gov> Thu, Aug 9, 2018 at 10:02 AM
To: Jeff Lemm <jlemm@sandiegozoo.org>

Dear Mr. Lemm
 
We recently completed a draft recovery plan for the conservation and recovery of the southern California distinct population
segment of the mountain yellow-legged frog (Rana muscosa) and the notice of availability published in the Federal
Register on July 19, 2018. Upon publication of the notice, a 60-day comment period was opened. This comment period closes
on September 17, 2018. In order to assure that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) uses the best biological and
commercial data available to recover threatened and endangered species, it is our policy to solicit reviews on recovery plans
from the scientific community. We value your input and are seeking your comments as part of our evaluation process. 
 
We understand that you have a considerable workload and invite you to review this document and associated documents
including the (1) the species biological report, (2) the recovery implementation strategy, and (3) draft recovery plan. If you
are unable to complete a comprehensive review we ask that you focus your attention on a few specific questions that are
particularly germane to the recovery of this species: 
 

1.            Do you have comments or concerns regarding the proposed recovery criteria?

 2.            Do the recovery action priorities presented in the Implementation Schedule reflect a biologically sound
conservation approach for mountain yellow-legged frog recovery?

 3.            Are there important recovery actions which have not been included?
 

Please forward your comments to our office by September 17, 2018. You may submit these comments by mail to the
Carlsbad Fish and Wildlife Office or electronically to Jesse_Bennett@fws.gov. If you would like to review the draft recovery
plan, but are unable to complete your assessment during this time period, please let us know when we may anticipate
receiving your comments.   

On behalf of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, I thank you in advance for your time and help in making this recovery plan a
success. If you have any questions, please contact me at 760–431–9440, extension 305.

 
 
--  
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Carlsbad Fish and Wildlife Office
2177 Salk Avenue, Suite 250
Carlsbad, California 92008
(760) 431-9440 ext 305
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Hi Jesse-
Thanks for the opportunity to review.  I think this is a fantastic document!  I don't have much to say
other than I didn't see Omaha listed as one of the zoos doing captive propagation (unless I missed
that somewhere).  Fine work on this, I have no other comments. Cheers!
Jeff
 
Jeffrey M. Lemm
Conservation Program Specialist
Institute for Conservation Research, San Diego Zoo Global
15600 San Pasqual Valley Road
Escondido CA 92027-7000 USA
(760) 747-8702 X5725
institute.sandiegozoo.org
Saving Plants and Animals Worldwide

From: Benne�, Jesse <jesse_bennett@fws.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, August 9, 2018 10:02:02 AM 
To: Jeff Lemm 
Subject: Peer Review of Dra� Recovery Plan
 
[Quoted text hidden]

https://maps.google.com/?q=15600+San+Pasqual+Valley+Road+%0D%0A+Escondido+CA+92027&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=15600+San+Pasqual+Valley+Road+%0D%0A+Escondido+CA+92027&entry=gmail&source=g
http://institute.sandiegozoo.org/
mailto:jesse_bennett@fws.gov


Working Group Meeting held September 11, 2018 for the southern 
DPS of the Mountain yellow-legged frog  

Comments shared verbally from peer reviewer Debra Shier: 

Debra was in support of the plan and stated, “I think you did a great job with the draft and look forward 
to having a recovery plan for the species.” 

(1) Add more information to the recovery plan to memorialize the partnerships in the working 
group. There is mention of the partners in the Recovery Implementation Schedule, but add a 
paragraph to the Recovery Plan.  

(2) Think about at least one refuge population in a pond or lake. This would be in the wild, rather 
than in captivity.   

(3) Need to perform modeling effort with and without removal of animals needed for translocation. 
Revise criteria and add action to perform PVA with and without animals removed from the wild. 

(4) Add language to action 4.3 in RIS to state: Continue barrier construction [and maintenance] 
where necessary to expand trout removal efforts and monitor for effectiveness of barriers 
(Priority 1). 

(5) Make recovery activities 1.2 and 6.1 more clear as they appear similar as stated. 6.2 should 
indicate that the captive population is managed to match the genetic diversity of the wild. 

(6) Add ICR as partnering agency for activity 1.3. 
(7) Add ICR as partnering agency for activity 5.3.1. 
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U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

Species Biological Report for the Southern 

California Distinct Population Segment of the 

Mountain Yellow-legged Frog 

(Rana muscosa) 

Photo courtesy of Adam Backlin (U.S. Geological Survey) 
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Bennett, Jesse <jesse_bennett@fws.gov>
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1 message

Backlin, Adam <abacklin@usgs.gov> Mon, Oct 1, 2018 at 1:37 PM
To: "Bennett, Jesse" <Jesse_Bennett@fws.gov>
Cc: "Bridges, Bradd" <bradd_bridges@fws.gov>, Elizabeth Gallegos <egallegos@usgs.gov>, "Dr. Robert Fisher"
<rfisher@usgs.gov>

Jesse,
 
Attached are Liz and my comments on the draft Species Biological Report.
 
Two general comments are that this report is not consistent with the site name Big Rock Creek. It is sometimes referred
to South Fork Big Rock Creek and others as Big Rock Creek. Also "Devil's" doesn't have an apostrophe, and should be
Devils Canyon.
 
Let me know if you have any questions. 
 
 
****************************************************
 
Adam R. Backlin
Ecologist
US Geological Survey
Western Ecological Research Center
San Diego Field Station - Santa Ana Office
1801 E. Chestnut Ave.
Santa Ana, CA 92701
 
(714) 541-1016 office
(949) 636-4269 mobile
abacklin@usgs.gov
http://werc.usgs.gov/sandiego
 
****************************************************
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