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About the Document 
Title: Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Proposed rule to remove the San Miguel Island fox, Santa Rosa Island fox, and Santa Cruz Island fox from the Federal List of Endangered and Threatened Wildlife, and reclassify the Santa Catalina Island fox as a threatened species

Subject and Purpose: Status review and reclassification the endangered San Miguel Island fox, Santa Rosa Island fox, Santa Cruz Island fox, and Santa Catalina Island fox under the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (Act).

About the Peer Review Process 
Type of review: Letter.

Number of reviewers: We received peer review from three experts in April 2016.

Reviewer Expertise: Primary expertise for the review is familiarity with the life history, threats, and habitat requirements of the island fox. 

Selection of Peer Reviewer: The Service selected peer reviewers based on their expertise with the subject matter and lack of any conflicts of interest as described in the Office of Management Peer Review Guidelines.

Management of Peer Review: The peer review was managed by the Service.

Estimated Start Date of Peer Review: February 16, 2016.

About Public Participation 
Opportunities for the Public: On February 16, 2016, we published in the Federal Register a status review and proposed rule (81 FR 7723) to remove the San Miguel Island fox, Santa Rosa Island fox, and the Santa Cruz Island fox from the Federal List of Endangered and Threatened Wildlife, and to reclassify the Santa Catalina Island fox from an endangered species to a threatened species. The proposed rule was available for public review and comment for 60 days until April 18, 2016.

Public nominations of peer reviewers: No other individuals or groups were asked to nominate peer reviewers. 

Contact: Catheirne Darst, Assistant Field Supervisor, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office, 2493 Portola Road, Suite B, Ventura, CA 93003; telephone 805–644–1766.

