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Excellent Schoolyard Habitats Share These Qualities

Schoolyardstandin the geographicenterof manyof our communitiesThey provideuntapped
opportunitiego connectwith naturalspacessomethingoftenmissingfrom our busylives.

Excellentschoolyardchabitatsmprovethe community'senvironmentahealthby reducingstormwater
runoff, solvingerosionproblemsandincreasingiodiversity. Theyalsoprovideopportunitiesor
childrento interact,bothformally andinformally, with the naturalworld.

To helpguidecommunitiesn creatingexcellentschoolyarchabitatsthe MarylandSchoolyardHabitat
Partnershighasidentifiedthesecommonqualities:ecologicalsignificance(ex. replicatingnativehabitat
andreducingstormwater),curriculumintegration(ex. usedasatool to achieveearninggoalsin
severabkubjects)andlong termcommunityconnection(ex. offer opportunitiesor explorationby the
communityatlarge).

Not all schoolyarchabitatprojectsareexpectedo meetall of thesequalitiesat theirinception,butto
developtheseovertime. The MarylandSchoolyardHabitatPartnership’sCommonQualitiesof
ExcellentSchoolyardHabitats"aregoalsto helpusrethinkour communalusesof greenspacelt is a
compilationof schoolyarchabitatwork of the MarylandAssociationof EnvironmentabndOutdoor
EducationNationalOceanicand AtmosphericAdministration'sBay EducationandTraining Program
andtheU.S.FishandWildlife Service,ChesapeakBay Field Office. To downloada completecopy of
"CommonQualitiesof ExcellentSchoolyardHabitats,"go to
www.fws.gov/chesappeakebay/pdf/CommonQual4pp.pdf

Theuseof schoolyardchabitatshasbeenendorsedy the MarylandPartnershigor ChildrenandNature,
startedoy Maryland'sGovernorMartin O'Malleyin 2008,to addresgherising concernghatcitizens
acrosghe statearegrowingincreasinglydisconnectedrom their local environment.
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Excellent schoolyard habitats improve the community's environmental health by reducing storm water runoff, solving erosion problems, and increasing biodiversity. They also provide opportunities for children to interact, both formally and informally, with the natural world.

To help guide communities in creating excellent schoolyard habitats, the Maryland Schoolyard Habitat Partnership has identified these common qualities: ecological significance (ex. replicating native habitat and reducing storm water), curriculum integration (ex. used as a tool to achieve learning goals in several subjects), and long term community connection (ex. offer opportunities for exploration by the community at large). 

Not all schoolyard habitat projects are expected to meet all of these qualities at their inception, but to develop these over time. The Maryland Schoolyard Habitat Partnership's "Common Qualities of Excellent Schoolyard Habitats" are goals to help us rethink our communal uses of green space. It is a compilation of schoolyard habitat work of the Maryland Association of Environmental and Outdoor Education, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's Bay Education and Training Program and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Chesapeake Bay Field Office. To download a complete copy of "Common Qualities of Excellent Schoolyard Habitats," go to www.fws.gov/chesappeakebay/pdf/CommonQual4pp.pdf  

The use of schoolyard habitats has been endorsed by the Maryland Partnership for Children and Nature, started by Maryland's Governor Martin O'Malley in 2008, to address the rising concerns that citizens across the state are growing increasingly disconnected from their local environment.


